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PREFACE. 


BEING the son of Christian parents, I was encour- 
aged to read the Bible from early childhood, and 
finding in it a part which was entitled ‘The Reve- 
lation,’’? I read that portion of it with the rest, and 
it was then to me, as it is now, part of God’s reve- 
lation to man. Of course I did not understand it, 
and as I read it I supposed I was reading of awful 
things to come upon the earth, supposing that John 
as a prophet described what would in the future Zz¢- 
erally take place, and hence I saw mountains flying 
off through space and one on fire dropping into the 
sea. Islands and continents were changing places, 
the sun was black, stars were literally falling, the 
moon was ted as blood, the rumbling of great 
earthquakes was heard, and along with great hail- 
storms there were storms of fire and blood, and 
armies, millions in number were seen, and horses 
carrying their riders were wading through blood to 
the bridle-bit. 

Oh! Oh! Oh! I thought it was awful! awful! 
aqiull Later im life I learned that the Exiled 
Prophet did not see what would be in vealzty, but as 
a foreteller of future events he saw symbols of what 


would be, and that when the events occurred the 
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description of them as a history would be very dif- 
ferent. Then my curiosity was aroused; I became 
anxious to know what was going to happen, for as 
yet most Bible students seemed to think that most 
of Revelation referred to what is yet future. 

The first works I read upon the subject were the 
writings of Dr. Cummings of London and some 
Advent works, and it seemed to be the impression of 
most people who wrote on the subject at all that we 
were nearing the second advent of the Messiah, when 
‘Call things would not continue as from the begin- 
ning.’? The predictions of modern interpreters 
failed, and I happened to hear one of the old pioneer 
preachers say that Alexander Campbell had said that 
the book of Revelation described all future events 
in the history of the Church, dating from the ban- 
ishment of John down to the end of time, and that 
the book of Seven Seals covered this period, and the 
sounding of the Seven Trumpets covered the same 
period, viewing the events from another angle or 
standpoint, and I concluded if such was the case 
there would be no single-age when all of the awful 
things would occur, and I set about finding out what 
the events were that were seen in symbols. 

The first book I read that was not on the Modern 
Advent line was the comments of Dr. Barnes; his 
conclusions seemed to be quite rational, except his 
interpretation of the book of Seven Seals. His in- 
terpretations seemed to describe the rise and fall of 
Roman emperors, naming them one after another, 


PREFACE 5 


and the description seemed to be too literal to be 
symbolic. I could not see that the detailed de- 
scription seemed necessary to bring out either the 
fortunes or misfortunes of the church, and I had 
gotten the impression that the purpose of the book 
was to give in advance the history of the church in 
the long war of ages, and at the same time to ignore 
events in the history of revolutions except as they 
affected the fortunes and destiny of the church. I 
hadin my library the comments of Bloomfield on 
the Greek New ‘Testament, and there I read in sub- 
stance what the old preacher had told me concerning 
the position of Campbell in regard to the Seals and 
Trumpets, closing in these words: ‘‘While those 
under the Trumpets are supposed to foretell and 
recount the history of the same times, but much 
more particularly and minutely.’’ 

About that time Martin’s ‘‘Voice of Seven Thun- 
ders’? fell into my hands, which I soon discovered 
was on the plan laid down by Campbell and held by 
Bloomfield, and also the plan adopted by Vitringa, 
Dean Woodhouse, and other eminent scholars, and 
I came to the conclusion that their plan, or rather 
their discovery of the plan upon which the book was 
written, would, if carefully followed with a careful 
study of church history, solve the mystery of the 
book. 

After reading carefully Martin’s work, I concluded 
that in the main his interpretations were correct, 
but not in minuteness of detail. 


6 PREFACE 


He seemed to have a general knowledge of his- 
tory, but not what would be called scholastic knowl- 
edge, hence before deciding to accept his interpreta- 
tions in detail, I read Schaff’s ‘‘Church History,”’ 
also consulted Neander, Mosheim, Wharey’s 
‘Sketches of Church History,’? and I purchased 
Gibbon’s ‘‘Decline and Fall,’’ and compared Mar- 
tin’s statement with Gibbon’s history, noting the 
order of events, and was compelled to make quite a 
number of changes of interpretations, as the reader 
of my work who has read ‘‘Voice of Seven Thun- 
ders’’ will see. I prepared a series of lectures and 
gave them at different places where I preached, but 
found as I was describing John’s word-pictures that 
I needed the picture itself of what John said he saw, 
inorder to entertain and instruct any but well-read 
persons, and conceived the idea of getting up pic- 
tures of all that John saw, that even children might 
understand and become interested in the lectures, 
and accordingly the pictures were designed and 
painted, and I have used them in giving oral lectures 
for over eighteen years to immense crowds (in most 
places), and we have been hearing from both young 
and old expressions like this: ‘‘Now we can under- 
stand Revelation.’? From the time we began using 
our pictures we have been urged repeatedly to write 
out the lectures and have them published with re- 
productions of the pictures; and finally, yielding to 
the oft-expressed desire, we have at great painstak- 
ing and expense prepared the pictures and _ lec- 
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tures for publication, feeling that in so doing we 
furnish what has been a long-felt need, viz., ‘‘a 
work on Revelation tllustrated,’? which we offer to 
the reading world, praying that good only may be 
the result. 

But it may be a question in the minds of some _ 
readers why a treatise on the Prophecy of Daniel\/ 
should appear apparently as an introduction to our 
work on Revelation, and by way of explanation we 
say to such that all students of the Bible who under- 
stand the significance of the visions and symbols 
described in the Book of Daniel can understand the 
Book of Revelation much more easily, and knowing 
the ability of Dr. D. R. Dungan as one of the safe, 
cateful, successful and well-known writers of the 
nineteenth century, we requested him to prepare the 
treatise with which this book is introduced; and, 
thankful for the favor, we trust that it will be care- 
fully read by those who desire to understand not 
only the Book of Revelation, but the Book of Daniel 


also. 
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AN ESSAY ON THE BOOK OF DANIEL. 
By D. R. Dungan. 


For many years I have found great delight in the 
study of the book of Daniel. I cannot claim to be 
perfectly acquainted with it, however, and yet it is 
believed. that I am entitled to a hearing. It is 
thought, too, that a bird’s-eye view of this book will 
prepare the reader for the work on the Apocalypse 
by J. G. Encell, which he has been preparing for a 
quarter of a century. Daniel is thought to be the 
first among the apocalyptic writers, and hence to 
understand him will assist in the interpretation of all 
revelation made in this way. ‘The eye and not the 
eat has been addressed, and we are left to find the 
meaning, not of what has been said, so much as what 
was seen. ‘The common mistake of the exegete is 
_ to turn prophet, and then try and persuade the old 
prophet to agree with the new one. We must do our 
best to avoid this blunder. A few preliminary ques- 
tions need consideration, such as when, and by 
whom, was the book written? Of course, the work 
of the exegete is rather to find the meaning of what 
was written than to inquire about the author or the 


time of writing. And yet this cannot be done well 
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without knowing something of the writer and the 
purpose in the communication. And further, the 
destructive criticism of the times demands that we 
shall believe that there were two or more Daniels, 
and that the Daniel of the seventh and eighth chap- 
ters wrote after the events therein described took 
place. If this shall be regarded as correct, it will 
make but little difference whether we shall under- 
stand the symbols and the metaphors or not, since 
the whole matter was of human cunning. 

So far as Scripture and history testify on the sub- 
ject, the Daniel (Judge of God) carried away from 
Jerusalem in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, king of 
Judah (Jer. 25:1; Dan. 1:1), was the writer, and that 
he wrote his work between that time and the third 
year of Cyrus, king of Persia. From Daniel we 
learn that it was in the third year of Jehoiakim that 
Nebuchadnezzar came up against Jerusalem, and from 
Jeremiah that it was not until the following year that 
these princes were carried away. It may have been 
near the close of the third year that the king of 
Babylon came, and early in the fourth that they 
returned. 

The only argument of any seeming weight in favor 
of the later date for this book, or at least a part of it, 
is, that there are some expressions which are com- 
paratively modern, and that were not believed to 
have been in use at that time. But there are so 
many ways of accounting for this without the suppo- 
sition of the later date for the original writing, that 
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to make it the basis for a critical conclusion seems 
like a predetermination. (1) It is certain that the 
commercial intercourse of Babylonia and Persia was 
very great, and that there were many chances for 
expressions to come into the country from the various 
sources of trade and governmental communication. 
Certainly, too, Daniel would be in a situation to 
become familiar with these expressions. (2) It is 
just as probable that these words and phrases were 
adopted by the Greeks and the other peoples of the 
west from the Babylonians, and that we have been 
mistaken in supposing that they came originally from 
the more modern nations. (3) Nor would there be 
anything very strange if the transcriber had used 
some of these forms, as they would be better under- 
stood than those found in the original work. 

In Ezekiel 14:14; 14:20; 28:3, Daniel is mentioned 
with peculiar respect and reverence, and twice his 
name occurs in the New Testament—Matt. 24:15; 
Mark 13:14: ‘‘ Desolation spoken of by Daniel the 
prophet.’’ Neither Testament hints at the idea that 
there was any but the one Daniel who wrote proph- 
ecy, or who prophesied. So far as we can know, the 
Hebrew Scriptures have always contained this book, 
and there is no copy of the Septuagint extant which 
does not contain it. Hence whatever date critics 
may fix on for the writing of this book, they are 
compelled to acknowledge that the seventy elders 
carried the book of Daniel down into Egypt about 
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thesrear “9848. °C. Josephus:> Ant. 7 Bs sci ach 3, 
Secs) 5) couraine  titis: 


‘“ And when he (Alexander) went up into the tem- 
ple, he offered sacrifice to God, according to the high 
priest’s direction; and magnificently treated both the 
high priest and the priests, And when the book of 
Daniel was shown him, wherein Daniel declared that 
oue of the Greeks should destroy the empire of the 
Persians, he supposed that himself was the person 
intended, and as he was then glad, he dismissed the 
multitude for the present, but the next day he called 
them to him, and bade them ask what favors they 
pleased of him; whereupon the high priest desired 
that they might enjoy the laws of their forefathers, 
and might pay no tribute on the seventh year.”’ 


It. is agreed that this occurred 332 B. C. ‘The 
book of Daniel was then in the Jewish library. But 
it may be objected that the book of Daniel does not 
say anything about any Greek conquering the Per- 
sians, and that, therefore, some other than the book 
we have must have been referred to by Josephus. 
This objection is of no value, for the second chapter 
has in the metallic image and third section, the Gre- 
cian or Macedonian power; also in 8:5-7, the he-goat, 
which has always been interpreted to refer to some 
Greek which destroyed the ram, or the Persian gov- 
ernment. Of course, Josephus does not stop to give 
us the figure and the interpretation put upon it, but 
such is the conclusion reached by the rabbis. So 
evidently is that its import that Alexander supposed 
that the God of the Jews must be favorable to him, 
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and therefore it was better for him to render kindness 
to his people; and he acted accordingly. In ch. 8: 
21; 11:2, 3, the figures are explained and all doubt 
removed. 

‘The composition of the book is such as would be 
expected by such a man as Daniel. It should be 
remembered that he was one of the Judaic princes, 
and hence educated in the Hebrew as well as in all 
the customs and forms of government peculiar to the 
Jews. We would therefore expect that the writing 
which would be done soon after his coming to Baby- 
lon would be in the Hebrew of that time. This is 
just what we find in 1:1-2:4. We would anticipate 
then that the records that such a prince would keep 
of the king’s message after coming to be one of the 
wise men of the realm, would be in the language of 
the country, that it would be in Aramaic or Chaldee, 
and so it is till we come to a later period, anda vision 
is to be written which would indicate the overthrow 
of the Persian power, the beginning of the eighth 
chapter, when we would anticipate that he would put 
it into Hebrew; and so he does from the beginning 
of the eighth chapter to the close of the book. Fur- 
ther, we would expect this not to be the pure Hebrew 
of the former days, but that which was used at that 
time; and so it is. Everything in the composition 
shows that it was written in a transitional period, and 
the style is just what we would expect to find. In 
the later period, and especially in the Maccabean age, 
it would have been impossible for any one without 
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divine aid to have given either the forms of expres- 
sion, or to have been faithful to the facts of history 
and the customs of the times. 

As to the divisions of the book, it seems most nat- 
ural to give it in three parts, (1) r:1-2:4; (2)2:4- 
6:28; (3) 7:1-12:13. ‘This will be sufficiently com- 
prehensive, and give the two Hebrew parts and the 
Aramaic separate. "The attempt to divide with the 
sixth is, so far as I can see, without reason. It is 
evident to every competent exegete that the second 
chapter and the seventh have matters largely in com- 
mon; that the seventh contains a view given to 
Daniel, not to the king, given a good many years 
later, and yet giving the same kingly powers and 
characteristics. 

The prophecies and prophetic symbols which have 
been fulfilled up to the present time are easy enough 
of interpretation, and we are not disposed to dogma- 
tize onthe rest. As before said, we have symbols 
rather than statements of fact. Some of the time 
we have these interpreted for us. 

A common mistake in the exegesis of prophecy is 
to compel it to tell of future events in consecutive 
order. This is not true of history. Historians give 
us one line of events to a given point or period, and 
then return and give us a parallel, and, perhaps, a 
third or even a fourth line is carried down to the 
same period. ‘This order is found in all the prophe- 
cies, and toa greater degree than in history. The 
same future events are presented in whole or in part 
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many times. This will be seen in the second chapter 
of Daniel as compared with the seventh chapter. 
Many times we have two or more scenes given so 
closely that we are ready to suppose that it is but 
one, and hence follow in consecutive order. It is 
also true that during the one scene the eye of the 
prophet runs up and down the mountain side of 
vision, sometimes at the top and again at the bot- 
tom, during the same scene. With these introduc- 
tory explanations let us begin our investigation. 


PART I.—1: 1-2: 4. 


1. They are brought to Babylon, 1:1, 2. 

2. Daniel and his three brethren are required to 
prepare to stand in the king’s court, hence to be- 
come acquainted with their language and to be in 
such good health that they might appear to advan- 
tage, 3-7. 

3. ‘They refuse the king’s wine and the portion 
of meat, 8-16. 

4. At the time of examination they were better 
looking and ten times wiser than any others brought 
before the king, 17-21. 

5. ‘The king has a dream which troubles him, but 
it has fled from him. He demands that his sorcerers 
and Chaldeans shall reveal the dream and give the 
interpretation. ‘They ask for the dream first, 2: 1-4. 


PART II.—2: 5-6: 28. 


1. The wise men are required to tell the dream 


or lose their lives and have their houses turned into 
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dunghills. Daniel hears of it, and, as it will affect 
him and his brethren, he asks for time, and the Lord 
reveals it to him in a vision in the night, and he 
asked to be brought to the king, 2: 5-24. 

2. Daniel is presented to the king and says he 
has had it revealed to him, that it is not on account 
of any wisdom in him, but because the Revealer of 
secrets has made it known, 25-30. 

3. The dream and the interpretation, 31-45. 
This is of such importance that it seems best to 
quote it entirely: (See Illustration No. 3.) 


‘Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great 
image. This image which was mighty, and whose 
brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the 
aspect thereof was terrible. As for this image, his 
head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of sil- 
vet, his belly and his thighs of brass, his legs of iron, 
his feet part of iron, and part of clay. ‘Thou sawest 
till that a stone was cut out without hands, which 
smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and 
clay, and brake them in pieces. Then was the iron, 
the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken 
in pieces together, and became like the chaff of the 
summer threshing-floors: and the wind carried them 
away, that no place was found for them: and the 
stone that smote the image became a great moun- 
tain, and filled the whole earth. This is the dream; 
and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the 
king. ‘Thou, O king, art king of kings, unto whom 
the God of heaven hath given the kingdom, the 
power, and the strength, and the glory; and where- 
soever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the 
field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into 
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thine hand, and hath made thee to rule over them 
all: thou art the head of gold. And after thee shall 
arise another kingdom inferior to thee: and another 
third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over 
all the earth. And the fourth kingdom shall be 
strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces 
and subdueth all things; and as iron that crusheth 
all these, shall it break in pieces and crush. And 
whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of pot- 
ters’ clay, and part of iron, it shall be a divided king- 
dom; but there shall be in it of the strength of the 
iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with 
miry clay. And as the toes of the feet were part of 
iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly 
strong, and partly broken. And whereas thou saw- 
est the iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle 
themselves with the seed of men; but they shall not 
cleave one to another, even as iron doth not mingle 
with clay. And in the days of those kings shall the 
God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never 
be destroyed, nor shall the sovereignty thereof be 
left to another people; but it shall break in pieces 
and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand 
forever. Forasmuch as thou sawest that a stone was 
cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it 
brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the 
silver, and the gold; the great God hath made 
known to the king what shall come to pass here- 
after; and the dream is certain, and the interpreta- 
tion thereof sure.”’ 


There is general, we might say universal, agree- 
ment respecting a few things found in this vision as 
interpreted by Daniel. (1) The head of gold was 
the Babylonian government. (2) The second, or 
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silver, represented the Medo-Persian rule. (3) The 
brass stands for the Macedonian, or Grecian, under 
Alexander and his successors. (4) The fourth, or 
the iron, refers to the Roman kingdom. (5) The 
fifth, 44, 45, stands for the kingdom of Christ. Nor 
has there been much dissent from the common view 
that the kingdom of the Christ was set up soon after 
he ascended into heaven. Still, as there are a few 
who do not accept that interpretation of the Script- 
ures referred to, it seems proper to stop a little and 
show that the common view is correct beyond any 
question. It has been urged that the ten toes rep- 
resent that number of kingdoms which arose cen- 
turies later, and that in the days of those kings 
should the God of heaven set up a kingdom. 

It should be noticed, however, that those who hold 
this view are not able to appropriate it. ‘whey be- 
lieve that Christ is not now king and that he will 
not be till he returns to the earth the second time. 
The kingdoms which spring out of the Roman, 
embracing the country between the Danube, thé 
Rhine, the Mediterranean and the Atlantic Ocean, 
are those claimed by them to be those in whose 
existence the kingdom of Christ should be set up. 
But these kingdoms have passed away; even France 
has ceased to bea kingdom. Hence, if their posi- 
tion is correct, that in the days of these kings the 
kingdom of heaven should be established, then, and 
in that case, it has been set up a long time ago, as 
these kingdoms have passed away. 


Baby- 
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Toes, feet and hands belong to the list of servants, 
and in similitude would never be thought of as kings 
or rulers. ‘The forty-first verse, carefully read, will 
show that there was nothing of the kind in the 
vision. ‘‘Whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, 
part of potters’ clay, and part of iron, it shall bea 
divided kingdom; but there shall be in it of the 
strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the 
iron mixed with the miry clay.’’ ‘The language is 
clear that there was but one kingdom, and these ele- 
ments of clay which would not adhere to the iron, 
were parts of the kingdom, but because of the non- 
adherence would be a weakness to the iron kingdom. 
This is just what we find to be true in history. 
Rome overran as with the wings of the wind, and 
while the countries were subdued and brought under 
the Roman yoke, in spirit they were not Romans, 
and only awaited a favorable opportunity to break 
away. 

When John came preaching in the wilderness of 
Judea he announced that the kingdom of heaven 
was at hand. When Christ went forth into Galilee 
he preached the gospel of the kingdom of God, say- 
ing, Repent ye, and believe the gospel. The argu- 
ment with which he enforced that was, ‘‘ For the 
time is fulfilled and the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand?’ (Mark 1:14, 15). Also when he sent out 
the apostles, he told them to preach that men should 
repent, ‘‘for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”’ 
From these statements we are assured of two things, 
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first, that the kingdom was not at that time set up, 
and second, that it would be in the near future; it 
was at the door. Still later, in Acts 1:6, when the 
Master was leading the apostles out to the Mount of 
Olives, they said unto him, ‘‘ Wilt thou at this time 
restore again the kingdom to Israel?’’ They were 
expecting the kingdom then. On this side of the 
day of Pentecost the kingdom is spoken of as being 
in existence. In Rev. 1: 5-9, Christ is presented as 
the King, and John says that he was their brother in 
tribulation and in the kingdom and patience of 
Jesus Christ. Twice after that in the same book, 
Christ is presented as ‘‘the King of kings and Lord 
of lords.” 

In Heb. 12: 28, Paul says: ‘‘ Wherefore, receiv- 
ing a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us have 
grace.’ In 1 (Thess; 12, te “says: *‘ Ye "should 
walk worthy of God, who calleth you into his own 
kingdom and glory.’’? In Col. 1:13, we read: ‘‘Who 
delivered us out of the power of darkness, and trans- 
lated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love.’’ 
To the Philippians he said (2:9, 10), that God had 
exalted Jesus ‘‘and gave unto him a name which is 
above every name; that in the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of things in heaven and things on 
eatth, and things under the earth, and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus is lord, to the glory 
of God the Father.”’ 

Peter held this view, 1 Pet. 3:18-22: Christ had 
‘““gone into heaven,’’ ‘‘angels, authorities and 
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powers being made subject unto him.’’ After the 
resurrection from the dead, Jesus said to the apostles, 
in view of the power that would be put into his 
hands in a few days from that time, ‘‘All authority 
is given unto me in heaven and inearth.’’ Matt. 
29 ES: | 

Many Scriptures show that his kingdom began on 
eatth on the first Pentecost after he ascended into 
heaven. Jeremiah (31: 31-34) declares that a new 
Covenant was to be made. Paul quotes this in the 
Hebrew letter and shows that it had been fulfilled in 
the Christian System; hence, that this covenant was 
that of the Christ (Heb. 8:6-13). Joel 2: 28, indi- 
cates that at the time of this revelation, the Holy 
Spirit should be poured out, and wonders accom- 
plished. From Isa. 2:1, 2, and Micah 4:1-3, we 
learn that the new law should go forth from Jerusa- 
lem in the last days of Judah and Jerusalem. Now 
if one reads closely the second chapter of the Acts of 
the Apostles, he will find all these fulfilled. The 
nations were there by representation, the inspiration 
was present, it was the right place, and the right 
time, and the new law of pardon did go forth in the 
name of the Christ, and the multitudes were required 
to bow to the authority of Christ. Jesus had said it 
should begin there (Luke 24:46-49). In Acts 
11: 15-18, Peter refers to this occasion and calls it 
the beginning. 

Thus was the kingdom of the God of heaven set 
up which shall destroy the spirit of the universal 
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monatchies, so that eventually it shall disappear as 
the chaff of the summer threshing-floor. It is not 
intimated that such a work should be accomplished 
in a day, but such shall be the final results. 

4. The effect on Nebuchadnezzar, 46-49. 

Like Pharaoh, when Joseph interpreted his dreams, 
he saw that the Spirit of God was in Daniel, and 
made him chief of his government; made him to bear 
rule over the whole province of Babylon. But at Dan- 
iel’s request, his three Hebrew brethren were placed 
over the province, and he sat at the king’s gate. 
The devotion the king here manifests toward the God 
of Daniel is to be understood in the light of his char- 
acter. Selfish, proud, vain, his object was the glori- 
fication of himself. Though greatly impressed for 
the time, it would be easy to forget these things, 
especially if the loyalty of these Hebrews to their 
God should in any way interfere with his purposes. 
And it is not probable that he had any very clear 
ideas of the One True and Living God. 

5. MNebuchadnezzar’s Image, 3 +1-30. 

The time of this profound folly is by no means 
cettain. ‘The tradition that it was in the eighteenth 
year of his reign is not without foundation. He had 
conquered the countries of the Medes, the Persians, 
the Arabians, Palestine, and had even made Egypt 
to pay him tribute. It would be easy now for him 
to think of himself as a god, and demand that all his 
subjects should bow down and worship. So he 
makes an immense image and sets it up in the plain 
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of Dura, and the order goes forth that with a given 
signal all his great men should lead the people in 
devotions. ‘The three friends of. Daniel did not bow, 
and were cast into the furnace for the refusal, and 
were unharmed. ‘This brings the king to his senses 
once more, and these faithful men are rewarded, and 
the king enters the list of the defenders of their God. 
Where Daniel was that he is not also cast into the 
furnace we do not know. He may have been away 
from Babylon at the time, or it may have been that 
he was simply not watched as were his brethren, for 
of one thing we can be sure: he did not worship the 
image. 

6. Nebuchadnezzar’s account of his aberration, 
Chapter 4. 

He prefaces this account with an acknowledg- 
ment of God. A few have thought that verses 1-3 
belong to the former chapter, and should be re- 
garded as a part of his praise to God for his protec- 
tion of the three worthies. But nearly all compe- 
tent critics think the text belongs to the account 
about to be rendered. Those who favor the former 
view think that it occurred the same year of the 
trial of the Hebrews by fire. The others favor a 
much later date. Ewald thinks it was ten years 
later, and hence in the 28th year of the reign of the 
king. There is nothing in the text nor any where 
else that will help very much to determine the time 
of this occurrence. From the fourth verse we learn 
that the king was at rest in his house and flourish- 
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ing in his palace. It could not have been before the 
settlement of peace and the,end of his wars. This 
favors the later date. And yet the ‘‘signs and won- 
ders’? cannot be wholly separated from the wonders 
formerly exhibited. From 4-19 he tells of his vis- 
ion and the failure of his astrologers and soothsayers 
to unfold its meaning to him. He saw (20-26) a 
great tree which reached unto heaven, in whose 
branches the fowls lodged, and under which the 
beasts were sheltered; and by the fruit of which 
they were fed. But a watcher and an holy one 
came down from heaven and the tree was hewn 
down. But a band of iron was placed around the 
roots of the stump. 

Daniel is astonied and seemed to prefer not to 
give the king the interpretation, but was finally 
persuaded to tell it all. He said that the dream was 
against him; the kingdom should be taken away, 
and that he should go out with the mind of a beast 
till seven times should pass over him. And in 
verses 27, 28 Daniel counsels him to break off his 
sins by righteousness, and his iniquities by kindness 
to the poor, that there might be a lengthening of 
his tranquillity. The influence of this advice is not 
stated, and yet that he remains a twelve month (29) 
and is permitted to enjoy the work of his hands, 
indicates that he had halted in the midst of his mad 
career for a season. Very probably his sins were 
bringing upon him the insanity that threatened 
him, and that his stay from his wicked pursuits had 
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restored him. But (30-33) the mercy that spares 
him turns his head again, and in the pride and 
vanity of his soul he returns to his former way, and 
the curse which had been staid for a season through 
his reformation, now falls with all its terrible real- 
ity, and the sentence of insanity is executed. But 
at the end of these seven years (34-37) he returns to 
his right mind again, and gives glory to God, the 
King of heaven. 

At just what period of the reign of Nebuchadnez- 
zar this occurred is not certain.’ Some have thought 
that they have found a suspension in public works 
of three or four years. And they suppose that the 
plans and orders which had been made known be- 
fore the insanity came on, occupied something like 
four years for completion, and that then the works 
stopped, as there were no more orders. ‘They feel, 
too, that it is in evidence that on coming to him- 
self again he ordered further improvements. Verse 
36 reads: ‘‘At the same time mine understanding 
returned unto me; and for the glory of my kingdom, 
my majesty and brightness returned unto me.”’ 
That is, that the great things he was doing before 
his aberration he took up again after the return of 
sanity. 

The symbolic presentation of coming events in 
this chapter is very much like the dream of the 
second chapter. Its interpretation seems exceed- 
ingly easy. Nebuchadnezzar the tree; the holy one 
from heaven, the agent of God’s will, ready not only 
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to declare it, but to execute it; the tree hewn down, 
the fall of Nebuchadnezzar; the band placed around 
the roots, the protection of his posterity for a little 
space; the seven times, seven years, is a symbolic 
statement, the meaning of which could scarcely be 
missed. Really, I suppose that the astrologers 
could have seen the meaning of all this but for the 
fact that they were not able to reckon on the fall of 
the king. Like many others, they were ready to 
count themselves among the safe, because of the 
strength of the present. ‘They did not. or could not, 
see that iniquity is ruin. 

7. Daniel has not given us a book of history. 
He could have written the whole of the life of 
Nebuchadnezzar, brilliant, powerful, bloody; but he 
had another purpose: to acquaint us with the inter- 
positions of God in behalf of his people. For forty- 
three years had this wonderful king overrun the 
nations round about, till he regarded himself a 
universal ruler. But from the return of his reason 
and the acknowledgment of God, and the return of 
his ‘‘majesty and brightness,’’ nothing is heard of 
him or the changing fortunes of the country and 
government for twenty-three years, when we are 
vety abruptly introduced to Belshazzar and the 
destruction of the Babylonian power. ‘That he is 
called the son of Nebuchadnezzar creates in the 
mind the thought that but a short time had elapsed. 
If we turn and read 2 Kings 25, and Jeremiah 52, 
we will be introduced to the son of the great king of 
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Babylon, Evil-Merodach. ‘The only good we are 
now able to think of him is the kindness he showed 
to Jehoiachin, king of the Jews, who had been 
taken prisoner by his father and had been kept in 
confinement for 37 years. He took him out of 
prison and made him to eat at his own table (2 
Kings 25:27-30) But his reign was short, for he 
is dethroned and murdered by his brother-in-law, 
Neriglissar, who had been one of the generals in his 
father’s army. He reigns but about three years and 
a half, when he died in the year 556 B. C., and was 
succeeded by his son, Laborosoarchod. He was 
young and incompetent, and only reigned about nine 
months, when a conspiracy arose, and he was beaten 
to death. Nabonadius, one of the conspirators, was 
elected to the place, and by marrying into the fam- 
ily of Nebuchadnezzar he ingratiated himself with 
the more powerful of the lords, and continued his 
rule for 17 years. But he is not long on the throne 
till the Medes and Persians break away; the Per- 
sians under Cyrus break away from the Medes, but a 
compromise takes place, as Cyrus’ mother was a 
Mede. When Asia Minor had surrendered to the 
power of the Persian army, then Cyrus turned his 
attention to Nabonadius, who had espoused the 
cause of Croesus. Fourteen years had been taken 
up in this way, while Nabonadius, feeling that he 
must eventually defend himself in his own capital, 
spared no pains or means to strengthen the fortifica- 
tions. But the Medes and the Persians come at 
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last, and for some reason not known, the king left 
his son Belshazzar on the throne and went out to 
meet the two armies. He is defeated utterly and 
flees to Borsippa, where he is afterward compelled to 
surrender. Belshazzar is not more than 17 years 
old at the time our lesson begins. He and his lords 
trust to the strength of their city, to its many walls. 
Cyrus is ready to turn the Euphrates from its chan- 
nel, the canals are made, but he waits for a feast in 
the city, when he knew the great men would be 
drunk. And so it was with Babylon, like millions 
of men and many nations, it died drunk. To divide 
this account into convenient sections we offer the 
following: 

(1) ‘The feast in honor of the gods they wor- 
shiped, in which 

“They drained the godless, heathen wine, 
From cups in Judah deemed divine.” 1-4. 

(2) The hand-writing on the wall, which 
frightened the king, and yet the meaning of which 
was hidden from their wise men. 5-9. 

(3) Daniel is called in by request of the queen 
mother. 10-16. 

(4) Daniel recounts the revelation made to 
Nebuchadnezzar, called here, in the common style, 
the father of the young king (though he was his 
grandfather, if not still farther removed), the reasons 
why he had been deposed, and on the same account 
Belshazzar was now to be taken away, and for this 
reason the writing had been placed upon the wall. 
17-24. 
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(5) The interpretation of the writing by Daniel. 
Mene, mene—numbered, finished, or the number 
completed; ¢eke/, weighed, w-pharsin, and break- 
ings. To Daniel the meaning was easy, but not to 
the wise men, as their minds were blinded to the 
situation. 25-29. 

(6) ‘The closing account is given. ‘The prom- 
ised honors conferred on Daniel, the king is killed 
and the kingdom taken by the Medes and Persians, 
and Darius the Mede is placed upon the throne. 
30-31. 

8. Dantel cast into the den of lions, Chapter 6. 

Of Darius we know but little. He was a Mede; 
he was the son of Ahasuerus, 9:1. Josephus and 
most critics after him think that he was Cyaxeres 
Il., the son of Astyages, the last reigning king of 
the Medes. But Herodotus informs us that Asty- 
ages had no male descendant. Also, he is said to be 
the son of Ahasuerus, which would seem to be a 
plain contradiction of the view of the critics. Still, 
in the first place our ancierit historian may have 
been mistaken. We know he was incorrect in 
many things. In the second place the name Ahasu- 
etus is identical with Cyaxeres, and that was the 
name of his grandfather. And it is a common thing 
to find an ancestor called a father. Further, it is in 
evidence that Astyages ordered Cyrus, who was his 
grandson (the fruit of a marriage between Mandane, 
his daughter, and a Persian nobleman by the name 
of Cambyces), to be killed.. The men thus com- 
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missioned did not perform the act, and Cyrus lived 
under another name till he came to the years of 
young’ manhood. As Darius is 62 at the time of his 
ascension he cannot differ much from the age of 
Cyrus. And it would be natural that Astyages 
should feel alarm at his birth, seeing the danger of 
interfering with the right of his son to reign; hence 
the order for his murder. To my mind the view of 
Josephus is the most reasonable, and as it is accepted 
by the large number of critics, we adopt it here. 
As Cyrus was the power at the head of the army, 
and as placing his uncle on the throne of Babylon 
would conciliate the Medes, and would in the end 
do him no-harm, we feel tolerably safe in our con- 
clusion as to his person and place. Cyrus is busy 
for a while in settling matters in other places, and 
afterwards returns and rules supreme. Secular his- 
torians do not know Darius, but account the reign of 
Cyrus 30 (559-529) years, 21 before the taking of 
Babylon, and 9 afterwards. So, whatever time may 
be given to Darius the Mede as king of Babylon, it 
is to to be understood that Cyrus is the ruling mon- 
atch, and that this man is a sub-ruler with the title 
of king. ; 

The sixth chapter of Daniel may be divided into 
the following parts: 

(1) 1-3. The high position given to Daniel 
really governor of the realm. 

(2) 4-9. The plot against Daniel by the poli- 
ticians. They could not find any blemish in him, so 
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they flatter the vanity of Darius and get him to sign 
a decree that no man should ask anything of any 
man or of any god for thirty days, but of king Darius. 
They knew that Daniel would keep on praying and 
that he would thus violate the decree. 

(3) 10-17. Daniel cast into the den of lions. 
They had watched and found the evidence that he 
worshiped three times a day, looking towards Jeru- 
salem, and they compel the king to carry out the 
order. 

(4) 18-23. Daniel unhurt. Darius had passed 
a bad night, but early in the morning he was at the 
den of lions, and inquires as to the safety of the man 
in whom he had trusted, and is delighted to learn 
that the mouths of the lions had been shut and that 
no harm had come to him. So he was taken up 
and there was no hurt to him. 

(5) 24. His accusers are cast in and are 
destroyed. 

(6) 25-28. The decree of Darius in favor of 
Daniel and the God he worshiped. 

Daniel’s righteousness and the splendor of his 
character made him the man of power during the 
reigns of Nebuchadnezzar, Evil-Merodach, Neri- 
glissar, Laborosoarchod, Nabonadius, Belshazzar, 
Darius and Cyrus. Joseph in Egypt, and Mordecai 
at Shushan are much like him, and are rewarded in 
a similar way. When we know the enmity in those 
countries against foreigners, and the intrigues of 
political managers, and their readiness and skill in 
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assassination, we think of the good fortune of these 
men as being an evidence of personal providence. 
Right will ultimately prevail. So far, for the most 
part, we have been abbreviating history, but the rest 
of the book is prophecy. 


ParT III.—THE VISIONS OF DANIEL. 
Chapters 7-12 tnclustve. 


Daniel has been the interpreter of the dreams of 
the king, and of the mysterious hand-writing on the 
wall, but we are now to have the visions which 
were granted to him. Like the former, they are 
clear enough so far as we can watch their fulfillment 
in history,.but as they look tothe future, and tell 
of things yet to come, we are troubled in spirit. 
Possibly much that has been given us will never be 
known till it shall have been accomplished. Jesus 
foretold things to the apostles so that when they 
should come to pass they might call to mind the 
things which he had said to them, and thus have 
their faith strengthened for further duty and trial. 

The first of the visions in this second part is found 
in the seventh chapter of Daniel, and was given to 
him in the first year of Belshazzar. It appeats from 
8: 1, that this king-consort reigned more than two 
years, and, as before indicated, must have been 
very young and incompetent. When we have a 
vision from the land we may understand that there 
will be quiet; the sea may be placid, the breeze may 
be pleasant, but in this case we have a storm; ‘‘ the 
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four winds of heaven brake forth upon the sea.’’ 
Though Daniel slumbers, the sea rages, and trouble 
is to follow. ‘‘And four great beast came up from 
the sea, diverse one from the other.’’? This im- 
presses every one with the thought of the four mon- 
archies revealed to the king of Babylon, recorded in 
the second chapter. (See Illustration No. 3.) 

‘“The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings.’ 
This is like all we know of the early rule of Nebu- 
chadnezzar; great strength and velocity, his move- 
ments were rapid and his power was great. And 
because of his success his heart was lifted up with 
ptide. ‘‘ His wings were plucked,’’ his pride led to 
his fall, and he was made to go out and eat grass 
with oxen till seven times passed over him. ‘‘ He 
was lifted up from the earth, and a man’s heart was 
given to him.’’ So he returned to his former power, 
and was made to know that all greatness comes from 
God, but his successors are unmentioned here as they 
are in the history. 

‘¢ The second was like a bear, and was lifted up on 
one side, and had three ribs in its mouth.’’ Here is 
the Medo-Persian power. ‘The Persian side leads to 
conquest, and Lydia, Babylon and Egypt are placed 
under control. But this is by no means the end of 
their rule and destruction, for the bear was told to 
arise and devour much flesh, which thing it did. 

The third is ‘‘ like a leopard, which had, upon the 
back of it, four wings of a fowl; the beast had also 
four heads, and dominion was given to it.’? These 
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wings may signify the ability to go in all directions 
and with great rapidity, and the four heads naturally 
suggest four governments to come from this one. 
The Greeco-Macedonian power under Alexander fills 
all requirements of the vision in this section. After 
his short reign his kingdom was divided between his 
four great generals. The generals wrangle and war, 
but the kingdom is divided, and Ptolemy gets Egypt, 
Seleucus, Syria and the east, Lysimachus has 
Thrace,and Cassander received Macedonia and Greece. 

‘The fourth beast was terrible and powerful, and 
strong exceedingly, and it had great iron teeth; and 
it had ten horns.’’ (Ilustration No. 3 and 5.) 

This picture reveals the characteristics of Rome, 
and the ten horns stand for ten kings or kingdoms 
which shall arise out of that monarchy. See verse 
24. It may not be necessary to follow Bishop Lloyd 
in his ten kingdoms, for we could find twice that 
number about as easily as the number mentioned. 
It is probably a case of the use of the definite for 
the indefinite. The little horn which came up 
among them did not spring up simply among the 
ten kingdoms named by Bishop Lloyd. It had its 
origin not in a few countries, but in all the dominion. 
It ranges from Palestine and Egypt on the east, to 
Spain and France on the west, and goes as far north 
as Christianity had extended. But the little horn 
can not indicate a kingdom of such extent, for it 
is seen here as a political power. Its nature is dif- 
ferent, but the power here seen is political. ‘‘ Be- 
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fore it three of the first horns were plucked up by 
the roots: and behold, in this horn were eyes like the 
eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great things.”’ 
This seems to be the Pope of Rome, and the three 
kingdoms plucked up are Ostrogoth, the Vandals 
and Lombardy. This has been coming on by de- 
grees, and it is the middle of the eighth century 
when it is fully accomplished. Up to this time 
these powers have been seen in one respect only, and 
that is their power to rule in temporal matters. And 
now we ate introduced to the changing vicissitudes 
of the early Church. Not because it contains the 
teligion of Christ, but as it mingles with the powers 
and is corrupted by them. During these times we 
have the changes made from the simple worship 
which Christ gave, in which all his disciples were 
brethren and had but one Master, to the pretentious 
hierarchy which came to take the place of what 
Christ had left for them to believe and do. This 
horn is speaking great swelling words, and a man is 
coming into the place of God to measure devotions 
with a human standard. ‘That our view may be 
clear, we quote 7: 9-12 inclusive. 

‘‘T beheld till thrones were placed, and one that 
was ancient of days did sit: his raiment was white 
as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool: 
his throne was fiery flames, azd the wheels thereof 
burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth 
from before him: thousand thousands ministered 


unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood 
before him: the judgement was set and the books 
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were opened. I beheld at that time because of the 
voice of the great words which the horn spake; I 
beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body 
destroyed, and he was given to be burned with fire. 
And as for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was 
taken away: yet their lives were prolonged for a 
season and a time.’’ 


Who is meant by the Ancient of Days? To my 
mind this is the key to the passage. Some have 
thought that it is an expression referring to some 
restoration of the customs and teachings of the 
Christ, and indicates not simply the revival of learn- 
ing in general, but the returning of the people of 
God to his word, forsaking the traditions and 
machinations of men. This has been given as the 
interpretation because a theory has made it neces- 
sary. It has first been assumed that the little horn, 
or Catholicism, here has come to the time of its clos- 
ing power, and thatthe judgment of men demands a 
return to the ancient order of things. The Ancient 
of Days occurs in verses 13 and 22, and from these 
we imay get some assistance. A few things are said 
of it or him. 

1. His raiment was white as snow. 

. The hair of his head was like pure wool. 

. His throne was fiery flames. 

. The wheels thereof burning fire. 

5. A fiery stream issued and came forth from 
before him. 

6. ‘Thousand thousands ministered unto him, and 
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ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. 

7. The Son of man came'even unto the Ancient 
of Days. 

8. And there was given him (the son of man) 
dominion, and glory and a kingdom. 

9. Until the Ancient of Days came. 

It might be well for the reader to turn to Isaiah, 
sixth chapter, and read the first five verses. 

Seriously, can all these things be said of a condi- 
tion of the public? He or him is the manner of 
pronoun; not once is z¢ used. So I think it must be 
conceded that God the Father is referred to. ‘This 
interpretation will make good sense if read in the 
place of ‘‘ Ancient of Days,’’ and nothing else will. 

Thrones are not cast down as in the A. V., but 
ate placed or set in order. Hence the plural seems 
to have been used by way of emphasis for the throne 
of God, who now sits in judgment, not yet on the 
little horn, but on the beast, orthe Roman kingdom. 
Daniel beheld till the beast was slain and his body 
destroyed. ‘The destruction of the Roman kingdom 
occurred in the year 476, and Popery had not yet 
fairly begun. The elements were at work which at 
last result in this ecclesiastico-political power, but its 
claims to spiritual dominion had not yet been fully 
made. 

It must be borne in mind that while the little horn, 
or popery, had not yet been developed to the propor- 
tions of a few centuries later, yet changes were tak- 
_ing place, and claims were being made which were 
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quite out of harmony with the revealed will of God. 
At first it seems a little strange that the other 
beasts which had their dominion taken away, had 
their lives prolonged for a season and a time; yet the 
countries and people, and especially the principles of 
government and customs, remained largely the same. 
At this point Daniel’s sleep is sound and the sym- 
bols ceased for a little. And when the vision is 
renewed the scene is the ascension of Christ from 
earth to heaven to be coronated in the presence of 
the Father. ‘To have this clearly before our minds 
we should read the account in the first chapter of 
Acts, 9-11. ‘The cloud which received the Lord was 
a convoy of angels. Luke 24:50-52 contains this in 
substance. A further view is presented by David, 
Psalms 24:7-10: 
“Tift up your heads, O ye gates; 

And be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, 

And the King of glory shall come in. 

Who is the King of glory? 

The Lord strong and mighty, 

The Lord mighty in battle. 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; 

Yea, lift them up, ye everlasting doors; 

And the King of gtory shall come in. 

Who is this King of glory? 


The Lord of hosts. 
He is the King of glory.” 


Now, having seen the Christ ascend into the 
heavens with the angels—a bright cloud—and having 
listened to David as he repeats the demand and re- 
sponse at the heavenly gates, we will get Daniel to 
tell us what he saw, 13, 14: 
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‘“‘T saw in the night visions, and behold, there 
came with the clouds of heaven one like unto a Son 
of man, and he came even to the Ancient of Days, 
and they brought him near before him. And there 
was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, 
that all the peoples, nations and languages should 
setve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that 
which shall not be destroyed.’ Compare Dan. 2: 


44, 45. 


In verses 15-24 we have an interpretation which 
was given to Daniel: ‘These four beasts were four 
kings or kingdoms, the ten horns ten kingdoms, and 
the little horn would be another, before which three 
of the others should be rooted up. 

Now, as this kingdom has time to develop its 
strength and perform its work it is described: 

25. ‘And he shall speak words against the Most 
High, and shall wear out the saints of the Most 
High; and he shall think to change the times and the 
law, and they shall be given into his hand until a 
time and times and half a time.’’ ‘Thus the blas- 
phemy of the Pope in claiming to be Lord God, the 
Holy Father, that he is in the place of God, and that 
he can change laws and make them to agree with 
the demands of the ages, should go on for three 
years and a half, or by the year-day rule, almost uni- 
versally adopted, 1,260 years. ‘This would be the 
time of persecuting power, during which he should 
prevail against the saints—the true servants of God 
—and wear them out. 
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26. ‘*But the judgment shall sit, and they shall 
take away his dominion, to consume it and destroy it 
unto the end.’? ‘Through the providence of God, the 
very powers which had defended the Pope turn and 
take away from him the power to execute judgment 
against the saints. 

27, 28. Judgment is to be given at last in favor 
of the saints of the Most High, and shall remain 
with them. Still Daniel does not see everything 
clearly, and his thoughts trouble him, but he kept 
the matter in his heart. 

2. Daniel 8. Two years later, Daniel, while at 
Shushan (Susa), to attend to business for the king, 
has another vision as he is beside the river Ulai, 3- 
14: (Illustration No. 4.) 


‘‘’TMhen I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and be- 
hold, there stood before the river a ram which had 
two horns; and the two horns were high; but one 
was higher than the other, and the higher came up 
last. Isaw the ram pushing westward, and north- 
ward, and southward; and no beasts could stand’ 
before him, neither was there any that could deliver 
out of his hand; but he did according to his will, and 
magnified himself. And as I was considering, be- 
hold, an he-goat came from the west over the face of 
the whole earth, and touched not the ground; and 
the goat had a notable horn between his eyes. And 
he came to the ram that had the two horns, which I 
saw standing before the river, and ran upon him in 
the fury of his power. And I saw him come close 
unto the ram, and he was moved with choler against 
him and smote the ram, and brake his two horns; and. 
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there was no power in the ram to stand before him; 
but he cast him down to the ground, and trampled 
upon him; and there was none that could deliver the 
ram out of his hand. And the he-goat magnified 
himself exceedingly; and when he was strong, the 
great horn was broken; and instead of it there came 
up four notable horns toward the four winds of 
heaven. And out of one of them came forth a little 
horn, which waxed exceeding great, toward the 
south, and toward the east, and toward the glorious 
land. And it waxed great, even to the host of 
heaven; and some of the host and of the stars it cast 
down to the ground, andtrampled uponthem. Yea, 
it magnified itself, even to the prince of the host; and 
it took away from him the continual burnt offering, 
and the place of his sanctuary was cast down. And 
the host was given over to it together with the con- 
tinual burnt offering through transgression; and it 
cast down truth to the ground, and it did its pleasure 
and prospered. Then I heard a holy one speaking; 
and another holy one said unto that certain one 
which spake, How long shall be the vision concern- 
ing the continual burnt. offering, and the transgres- 
sion that maketh desolate, to give both the sanctuary 
and the host to be trodden under foot? And he said 
unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred 
evenings and mornings; then shall the sanctuary be 
cleansed.”’ 


This vision does not begin with the Babylonian 
kingdom—it was in the last year of its existence—but 
with the Persian, which had been presented by the 
silver in Dan. 2 and by the bear in the seventh chap- 
ter, 

The two horns, Medes first, but the Persians rise 
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higher and take the government. They pushed in 
all directions, conquered and did as they pleased. 
This is, of course, in a general way. ‘They were de- 
feated in Greece, though they caused ruin every- 
where. 

Now comes the beast that follows the ram in an 
attempt at universal monarchy. Not now the brass, 
as in the dream of the king, or the leopard, as seen 
by Daniel once before, but a ‘‘ he-goat came from 
the west... < .. touched not: the: srounds) (tainly 
flying, so swift was his movements); had a notable 
horn between his eyes. He ran upon the ram 
(Persia) in the fury of his power . . . and smote 
the ram, and brake his two horns; cast him down 
and trampled upon him, and magnified himself ex- 
ceedingly.’? We do not have to wait for the inter- 
pretation to know that the goat was Grecia (Javan), 
led by Alexander. But the great horn was broken— 
Alexander died—and there came up four notable 
horns, toward the four winds of heaven. Here, as 
before seen, the empire of Alexander was divided « 
_ among his followers, 

So far, allis clear. But beginning with the ninth 
verse the way is darker. ‘‘ And out of one of them 
(one of the four kingdoms) came forth a little horn, 
which waxed exceeding great, toward the south, and 
toward the east, and toward the glorious land.’’ Hav- 
ing followed the symbols twice in which we have 
had Babylon, Persia, Grecia and Rome, we naturally 
think of Rome as the power indicated by this little 
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horn. It would be easy to associate Titus with 
some of the work of this little horn. But about the 
only feature of resemblance is found in the desola- 
tion that he caused, and making the daily sacrifice 
to cease. He does not come out of one of the four 
kingdoms. He does not wax great toward the south, 
nor east ; in short, that Rome or any Roman is here 
meant is out of the question. Some have thought 
that the vision has veiled pagan Rome and brought 
up papal Rome, the same as the little horn that 
came up among the ten, and rooted up three of the 
former. But papal Rome does not assert her power 
from one of the countries named, nor does it accom- 
plish anything said of this little horn. With much 
more of reason it has been interpreted as referring to 
Mohammed. But even here there are serious diffi- 
culties. (1) Itis evident that this little horn stands 
fora person. (2) ‘That that person arose out of a 
power then in existence. (3) ‘That was one of the 
four powers into which the kingdom of Alexander 
was divided. (4) He became great toward the south 
and the east, and the holy land. (5) He magnified 
himself to (against) the prince of the host, the 
high-priest (Jason) and his service. 6. He caused 
the continual sacrifice to cease. (7) He has a fierce 
countenance. (8) He understands cunning, riddles, 
dark sayings. (9) He shall conquer, not by his 
own power, but because of the corruption of the peo- 
ple conquered. (11) He shall destroy the mighty 
ones. (12) Shall stand up against the Prince, the 
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high-priest. (13) But he shall be broken without 
hand, 15-27. 

Mohammed, in himself, did not fulfill one of these. 
He came from Arabia, which was not one of the 
countries controlled by Alexander. ‘True, it fell to 
the lot of Ptolemy, but he never ruledit. He does 
not come before the people till the beginning of the 
seventh century, seven hundred years after the re- 
moval of the last of the four kingdoms, anda hun- 
dred and fifty years after the death of ancient Rome. 
I regret that any candid scholar has ever given this 
Scripture such an interpretation. 

The usual view is that this little horn presents to 
us Antiochus Epiphanes. He began in B. C. 175; 
he came out of the Selucide; he conquered Egypt, 
except Alexandria; he overran the east ; he stopped 
the continual sacrifice ; he polluted the temple about 
168 B. C., and died in Tabze, Persia, of melancholia, 
164 B. C. In short, there is nothing said of the ex- 
ploits of this little horn which is not fulfilled in this 
Antiochus IV., the insane. 

As to the two thousand three hundred evenings 
and mornings, we have yet to determine the starting 
point. It may be that it ‘‘ delongeth’’ yet to many 
days to come before the purity of God’s service shall 
be restored to Jerusalem, which was symbolized by 
the cleansing of the temple by Judas Maccabeus. 

3. Daniel, 9th Chapter. The Coming of Christ. 

Since the first year of Nebuchadnezzar, to the first 
year of Darius the Mede, sixty-six years had elapsed. 


AN ESSAY ON DANIEL 47 


Daniel had been reading from the prophecy of Jere- 
mia (2 Chron. (26027 sa er. 255,11, 12* 20:10) -and 
learned that the time of their captivity was to be 
seventy years, but he sees nothing like a return, 
either desired by the people or planned by the gov- 
ernment. So he began supplications and confes- 
sions, as it would seem that possibly their sins 
would prevent them from ever returning. Vv. I-19. 

The revelation respecting rebuilding Jerusalem 
and the coming of the Messiah (21-27) we quote 
entirely: 


‘‘ Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, the man 
‘Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the begin- 
ning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about 
the time of the evening oblation. And he instructed 
me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am 
now come forth to make thee skilful of understand- 
ing. At the beginning of thy supplications the com- 
mandment went forth, and lam come to tell thee; for 
thou art greatly beloved: therefore consider the mat- 
ter, and understand the vision. Seventy weeks are 
decreed upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to 
finish transgression, and to make an end of sins, 
and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring 
in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up vision 
and prophecy, and to anoint the most holy. Know 
therefore and discern, that from the going forth of 
the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem 
unto the anointed one, the prince, shall be seven 
weeks, and three score and two weeks, it shall be 
built again, with street and moat, even in troublous 
times. And after the three score and two weeks 
shall the anointed one be cut off, and shall have 
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nothing: and the people of the prince that shall 
come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and 
his end shall be with a flood, and even unto the end 
shall be war; desolations are determined. And he 
shall make a firm covenant with many for one week: 
and for the half of the week he shall cause the sac- 
tifice and the oblation to cease; and upon the wing 
of abominations shall come one that maketh deso- 
late; and even unto the consummation, and that de- 
termined, shall wrath be poured out upon the deso- 
lator.” 


This is not a vision; it is what Daniel heard. 
Gabriel was his teacher, and we ought to be able to 
get the revelation he intended for the man of God. 
Daniel’s prayer had been evidently for God to re- 
store his people to their own land, and give them 
the needed aid and instruction that would enable 
them to have their city and the temple replaced and 
the worship established as in former times. But 
Gabriel is to give him more than he was asking for. 
We have three periods mentioned, and we want to 
know their meaning. Seventy weeks, according to 
the year-day count, would be four hundred and ninety 
years; seven weeks and three score and two weeks 
would be 483 years, and one week would be seven 
years, and, of course a half week would be three 
years and a half. But we wonder why the seven 
weeks ate presented in a separate way. It must be 
that something should be done in forty-nine years, 
and then there should be another period of three 
score and two weeks. ‘These sixty-nine weeks are 
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dated from the going forth of the command to restore 
and build Jerusalem. And it is apparent that the 
first forty-nine of these years will be taken up in 
restoring Jerusalem and in building its walls. But 
this does not free us from difficulty, for there are 
four of these commands in one form or another. In 
the first year of Cyrus, in which he reigns alone in 
that country, having learned that his power was 
from God (by Isaiah, 44: 28, 45:1, 13), that he had 
been chosen of God to destroy the Babylonian gov- 
ernment and to send the people of Israel back to 
their own land, makes proclamation to that effect 
(Ezia 1). 

But when Cyrus was dead and his son Cambyces 
teigned, the nations round about Jerusalem made 
complaint against the Jews and had the work 
stopped. It remained silent till the second year of 
Darius Hystaspis, the Persian nobleman who had 
become king after the death of the pseudo Smerdis. 
Then the Jews, being stirred up by their prophets, 
sent and asked that search should be made among 
the records to find the decree of Cyrus. The search 
was made and the decree found, and now Darius 
orders it renewed, that the work might go on again. 
And under that order they were to have the assist- 
ance of the nations round about; and, with their 
help, the house was completed and the worship 
resumed again (Ezra 6:1-18). From this we pass 
the rest of the thirty-six years of Darius, and the 


twenty years of Xerxes (the Ahasuerus of Esther), 
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and six years of Artaxerxes, the son of Xerxes. In 
the seventh year of his reign there is another order 
(Ezra 7: 21) for the people to return and build 
again their city, especially the house of God. Then 
again in the 2oth year of the reign of this king 
there was a decree that enabled Nehemiah to return 
and build the wall. 

Now the question which confronts us is, which of 
these is referred to in Daniel as the beginning for 
the Seven weeks and three score and two weeks to 
the Anointed One? We naturally think of selecting 
the one that brought about the return, and that was 
the one given by Artaxerxes in the seventh year of 
his reign. If this be the one, then we have from 
the going forth of that decree (according to the 
chronology of Newton and Usher) 457 years to the 
birth of the Christ, and 490 years to his death. 
This would give us the 70 weeks, whereas only 69 
now seems to be in the mind of Gabriel. But it 
may be well to remember at this point that there is 
a mistake in the time of the Savior’s birth of four 
years, and that therefore he was born 453 years 
after this decree, and that if we add the life of the 
Christ to this, we have 486 or 487. ‘This will give 
us exactly the time of the birth and death of Christ, 
that is to say, when we have given the half week for 
the time at which he should be cut off, and thereby 
make an end of the oblation and the sacrifice. 

But we may see this from another angle. Allow 
seven weeks, or 49 years, for the rebuilding of the 
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walls of Jerusalem and the restoration of their wor- 
ship, in troublous times, and then add to that 62 
weeks, or 434 years, and we have 483 years from the 
going forth of the command to restore and rebuild 
the city and the temple. ‘This will lack seven years 
of the 490, but when we know that they have four 
years too many, then we have only to add the time 
of the Savior’s ministry to make the time exact. 
But some one will say what of the confirming his 
covenant with many for a whole week. Certainly 
this is what he did, but in the middle of that week 
he suffered death, but the work of confirmation goes 
on there at Jerusalem by his apostles. 

Now as to the desolations coming upon the wing 
of the abominations, we have only to read Josephus 
and see the work of ruin which they invited by 
their wickedness, and how divine wrath was poured 
upon the desolator, the corrupt city, till it should be 
consumed as with a flood. 

‘CAnd upon the wing of abominations (the tem- 
ple) shall come one (Titus) that maketh desolate; 
and even unto the consummation (the completeness 
of destruction), and the determined (the decreed) 
wrath shall be poured out upon the desolator,’’ the 
corrupt city which has occasioned the ruin. 

4. Beginning with the tenth chapter, we have 
the last and longest vision of Daniel. It is con- 
cluded with the closing verse of the book, and, in 
point of time, reaches from the third year of Cyrus 
to the resurtection of the dead. It is the most 
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minute in detail of all his visions, and yet not so 
clear as to invite the curious gaze of the profane. 
Beginning with 10:1 to 11:1, we have the introduc- ~ 
tion, from which we learn from angel visitants that 
the efforts then being made to prevent the rebuilding 
of the temple at Jerusalem were incited by spirits of 
darkness. Daniel knew of their troubles there 
(Ezra 1-4), and being nearly ninety years of age, 
too feeble to be of help to them, he gives himself to 
fasting and prayer. With some of his friends he 
had gone to the Hiddekel (Tigris), and was in 
mourning for three weeks. The heavenly messenger 
would have come at the beginning of his supplica- 
tions, but had been hindered at the Persian court; 
but as Michael, the prince, had come, and he was no 
longer needed at the palace of Cyrus, he is now with 
Daniel, the beloved, to comfort and instruct him. 
Though the men who were with Daniel were fright- 
ened unto quaking, no one saw the vision but he. 
They fled and hid themselves, and the strength was 
taken out of him. After the angel’s departure the 
prince of Greece would come. But he and Michael 
would help Israel that the leader of the Grecian army, 
eventually to come, should not injure Jerusalem. 
This angel had strengthened and directed Darius, the 
Mede, and probably was the same one who descended 
and closed the mouths of the lions when Daniel was 
cast into the den. 


11:2. ‘‘’There shall stand up yet three kings of 
Persia, and the fourth shall be far richer than they 
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all, and when he is waxed strong through his riches, 
he shall stir up all against the realm of Greece.”’ 

The fourth king bears all the marks of Xerxes, or 
_ Ahasuerus (Esther 1:1-3). If it is meant to say that, 
after Cyrus, three kings shall stand up, then the 
order will be: Cambyces, seven years; Gomates, or 
the pseudo-Smerdis, seven months; Darius Hystaspis, 
thirty-six years, during whose reign the foundation 
of great riches was laid; then Xerxes, the king who 
stirred up all against Greece. His father had been 
beaten by the Greeks, and now Xerxes sends his 
millions across the Hellespont. But after Thermop- 
yle and Athens, many of his ships are destroyed 
near Salamis, and he returns, leaving Mardonius to 
conquer Greece, which he did not succeed in doing. 

V. 3. ‘‘And a mighty king (Alexander) shall 
stand up, and shall rule with great dominion and do 
according to his will.’? He overran Darius Codo- 
manus, the last of the Persian rulers, and on to 
the Indus, and then died after a debauch. 


V. 4. ‘*And when he shall stand up, his king- 
dom shall be broken, and shall be divided toward the 
four winds of heaven; but not to his posterity, nor 
according to his dominion wherewith he ruled; for 
his kingdom shall be plucked up, even for others 
besides these.’’ 


Alexander has no heir. His brother has no power, 
and the regents are soon out of the way, and the 
Grecian kingdom is divided and Egypt is given to 
Ptolemy Sotor, son of Lagus, Syria to Seleucus, 
and Lysimachus and Cassander in the west. 
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Just now we enter a section which demands the 
closest possible attention to the facts of history. We 
must remember that Daniel wants to know how it is 
going to be with his people in Palestine. Hence his 
teacher informs him respecting the contentions be- 
tween the descendants of Seleucus in Syria and the 
rulers of Egypt; not because the prophet had any 
particular interest in them, but Palestine is between 
them, and the Jews would be the ground of conten- 
tion between them and would frequently be inun- 
dated by the overflowing of the opposing armies. 

V. 5. ‘‘And the king of the south (Egypt) shall 
be strong, but one of his princes shall be strong 
above him, and have dominion; his dominion shall 
be a great dominion.”’ 


This cannot mean that a prince of Egypt shall be 
stronger than the king of Egypt, but that the king 
of Syria (prince of Alexander) shall be stronger 
than the king of Egypt. 

V.6. ‘And at the end of years they shall join 
themselves together; and the daughter of the king ' 
of the south shall come to the king of the north to 
make an agreement; but she shall not retain the 
strength of her arm; neither shall he stand, nor his 
atm; but she shall be given up, and they that 
brought her, and he that begat her, and he that 
strengthened her in those times.’’ 


This seems to refer to the marriage of Bernice, 
daughter of Philadelphus of Egypt to Antiochus 
Theos. Antiochus was married already to Laodicea, 
by whom he had two sons, but the dowery persuaded 
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him, and he agreed to take Bernice as his wife and 
tetain Laodicea as a concubine. But after a time, 
Laodicea persuaded him to take her and her sons 
back again, and to put away Bernice and her son. 
This done, and she poisoned her husband and put 
her eldest son on the throne (Callinicus), and had 
Bernice and her son put out of the way. 

V. 7. ‘But out of a shoot from her roots shall 
one stand up in his place, which shall come unto the 
army, and shall enter into the fortress of the king of 
the north, and shall deal against them, and shall 
prevail.” ) 


At first this seems to demand that a son of Bernice 
shall rise up and prevail against the king of the 
north. But it is a shoot from the roots from which 
she sprang, hence her brother. This will exactly 
fit the facts in the case. After Callinicus had been 
a year on the throne of Syria, Philadelphus being 
dead, his son, Euergetes, undertook to be revenged 
of the Syrian ruler. So he came with an army and 
prevailed. 

V. 8. ‘And also their gods, with their molten im- 
ages, and with their goodly vessels of silver and gold, 


shall he carry captive into Egypt; and he shall con- 
tinue more years than the king of the north.”’ 


He took Syria and Cilicia, and the country to 
even beyond the Euphrates. And but for a sedition 
which arose at that time in Egypt, that made it 
necessary for him to return, it is hard to say what he 
would have accomplished. But when it was evident 
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that he must return to his own land, he laid hold on 
forty thousand talents of silver, all their precious 
vessels and images, and carried them down to 
Egypt. Sothe prediction is fulfilled to the letter. 
Some have thought that his living more years than 
the king of the north must refer to the length of 
the lives of the kings of Egypt compared to the 
lives of the kings of Syria. But this is not neces- 
sary, for he lived four years longer than Callinicus, 
dying in 222 B. C., whereas Callinicus died 226 
Bac, 


Vs. 9-12. ‘*And he, (the king ‘of the north) 
shall come into the realm of the king of the south, 
but he shall return into his own land. And his sons 
shall war, and shall assemble a multitude of great 
forces, which shall come on and overflow, and pass 
through (Palestine): and they shall return and war, 
even to his fortress. And the king of the south 
shall be moved with choler, and shall come forth and 
fight with him even the king of the north: and he 
shall set forth a great multitude, and the multitude 
shall be given into his hand. And the multitude 
shall be carried away, and his heart shall be exalted: 
and he shall cast down:tens of thousands, but he 
shall not prevail.’’ 


Callinicus had two sons, Seleucus Ceraunus and 
Antiochus, who undertook to regain the lost estate 
of their father. ‘The eldest was weak and unable to 
accomplish any thing, and after three years was 
poisoned. In the meantime, however, he had as- 
sembled a large army, but for the want of money he 
was unable to keep it together. But his brother, 
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Antiochus the Great, retook Syria and Seleucia, 
gained a battle against the Egyptian army, and 
planned to enter Egypt with a view to conquer it. 
As we look to Egypt for a moment, we find that 
Ptolemy Philopater has murdered his father and then 
gave himself upto most sensual indulgences, which 
would disgrace any man but himself and any age 
but that. Rousing himself, however, he raised a 
large army, and met Antiochus near Gaza with a 
much larger army. But Antiochus was defeated and 
his army given into the hand of Philopater, ten 
thousand being slain and four thousand made pris- 
oners. 
Ptolemy was exuberant, really intoxicated over his 
success, and entering Jerusalem he went into the 
temple in opposition to the high priest Simon, but 
was seized with some kind of a fit of weakness and 
fell to the floor, and was carried out apparently in a 
dying condition. He returned to Alexandria very 
angty at the Jews and their religion, and soon began 
a fearful persecution against Israel. There were at 
that time a large number of Jews in Egypt. Phila- 
delphus had made a hundred and twenty thousand 
to be free, and they had chosen to remain there. 
But Philopater kills forty thousand, or as some have 
it, sixty thousand, and only permitted about three 
hundred to live, who bought their liberty by aposta- 
tizing from the Jewish faith. So he cast down many 
ten thousands, and yet with all his victories, as he 
gave himself up again to sensual pleasures, he did 
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not profit by them. His son Epiphanes was only 
five years old at the time of his death. So Anti- 
ochus and Philip of Macedon agreed to divide Egypt 
between them, each taking the part nearest to him. 


Vv. 13, 14. ‘‘And the king of the north shall 
return, and shall set forth a multitude greater than 
the former; and he shall come on at the end of the 
times, even of years, with a great army and with 
much substance. And in those times there shall 
many stand up against the king of the south; also 
the children of the violent (the apostates) among 
thy people shall lift themselves up to establish the 
vision; but they shall fall.”’ 


As before mentioned, Antiochus the Great and 
Philip would have certainly succeeded against the 
queen regent, who was managing everything for the 
five-year-old son, but for the order of Rome that they 
should desist. But Antiochus thought of another 
plan, so that if he could not overcome by the power 
of arms, because of Roman interference, he would 
attange to give the young king his daughter Cleo- 
patra, that she might turn the kingdom over to him 
eventually. This marriage took place about 193, 
Bac: 


Vv. 15-17. ‘The king of the north shall come, 
and cast up a mount, and take a well fenced city: 
and the arms of the south shall not withstand. But 
he that cometh against him shall do according to his 
own will, and none shall stand before him: and he 
shall stand in the glorious land, and in his hand 
shall be destruction. And he shall set his face to 
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come with the strength of his whole kingdom, and 
upright ones with him; and he shall do his pleasure; 
and he shall give him the daughter of women, to 
corrupt her; but she shall not stand; neither be for 
him? 

In this engagement Antiochus was disappointed. 
His daughter was true to her husband. And so 
while he had the strength to overrun Egypt and the 
skill in war, yet the Romans on the one hand, and 
the faithfulness of his daughter to Epiphanes on the 
other, compelled him to leave the country of the 
south much as it had been before. The upright 
ones are the faithful Jews in Palestine who joined 
the Syrians to be avenged on Egypt for the many 
ten thousands slain there by Ptolemy Philopater. 

Scopas led an army into Palestine from Egypt and 
overran much of the country, and even put a garri- 
son in Jerusalem. So the help given to Antiochus 
from that source did not avail him much. However, 
he returned and met Scopas at the source of the Jor- 
dan and overcame him and pursued him to Sidon, 
where he compelled him to surrender. He then 
went to Jerusalem, and the Jews, favorable to his 
patty, assisted him in taking the garrison in their 
own city. Hence he ‘‘stood in the Holy Land.”’ 
Again the prophecy is fulfilled in every particular. 


Vv. 18,19. ‘‘After this shall he turn his face to. 
the isles (or coast lands), and shall take many: but 
a prince shall cause the reproach offered by him to 
cease; yea, moreover, he shall cause his reproach to 
turn upon him. ‘Then he shall turn his face toward 
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the fortresses of his own land: but he shall stumble 
and fall, and shall not be found.”’ 

Antiochus, finding nothing that he could do to per- 
manently possess himself of Egypt, gathers a large 
fleet and undertakes to conquer the isles of the Med- 
iterranean and the coasts of Greece, or the Greek 
cities on the coast of Asia Minor. But Acillius, the 
Roman Consul, comes as the ‘ prince,’ and assists 
them, and they are able to repulse the king of Syria. 
They defeat him at Thermopyle and gain other vic- 
tories over him, and he comes to Sardis, where he is 
defeated by Scipio, and then he returns to Seleucia 
and Antioch, ‘‘the fortresses of his own land.’’? But 
having exhausted his means in the wars which had 
not paid expenses, he turns to the east to recuperate. 
So two years after his return from his fruitless tour 
to the isles, he is plundering the temple of Jupiter 
Belus in Elymais, and is killed by the Persians. Or, 
possibly, after that he “ad plundered the temple and 
was carousing at a banquet. ‘Thus he stumbled an 
fell, and was not found in his land. : 

V. 20. ‘* Then shall stand up in his place one 
that shall cause an exactor to pass through the glory 


of the kingdom: but within few days he shall be 
destroyed, neither in anger nor in battle.’’ 


Seleucus Philopater succeeded his father, Anti- 
ochus ITI:, 187 B..C., and * died 175) His: father 
having failed before the Romans, a heavy tribute 
was demanded of Syria, and about all he did was to 
exact taxes of the people. He sent Heliodorus, his 
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treasurer, to plunder the temple at Jerusalem, and 
being foiled in this attempt by some divine display, 
he returned without the gold. But as Seleucus felt 
unable to cope with the powers of the day, he sent 
his son to Rome as a hostage in place of his brother 
Antioch, whom he needed. Heliodorus, feeling that 
the time was opportune, caused Seleucus to be pois- 
oned, hoping to have the kingdom himself. 

And now begins a description, by the angel to 
Daniel, of Antiochus Epiphanes, or as the people 
nicknamed him, ‘‘Epimanes, mad-man.’’ Some one 
will say that Daniel has given us one account of 
him in this symbolic way, and why should we have 
another? I have only to say that God gives us many 
pictures of the same thing. In Daniel 2 he gave us, 
in the view of the great image, the four successive 
monarchies, then in the seventh chapter he gives us 
these monarchies by four great beasts, and in the 
eighth chapter he gives us a view of the Persian and 
the Geecian and then of this notable horn; then 
again in the eleventh chapter he presents us with a 
closing view of the Persian rulers, and the mighty 
ruler from Greece whose kingdom should be broken. 
It is a fact that God has thought it best to give us 
many lessons on the same subject. The Savior did 
this in didactic style. Take his parables spoken at 
Capernaum, beginning with the ‘‘sower’’ and the 
seed, and the good seed and the tares, and the mus- 
tard seed, and the leaven, etc., and they are all for 
the purpose of teaching the same lessons, the small 
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beginning of the kingdom of heaven, its gradual 
growth, its dependence on natural laws, and its final 
success. 

We have a message concerning this impious mad 
man, for he fills every demand of the revelation 
given. It seems proper that God should make this 
section of history clear to Daniel, as Antiochus did so 
much against the Jews. 

— Veer. “And in This’ places (Philopater’s ) shall 
stand up a contemptible person, to whom they had 
not given the honor of the kingdom; but he shall 
come in time of security, and obtain the kingdom by 
fatteniec:” ; 

Demetrius, the son of Philopater, was the rightful 
heir to the throne, but he had been sent to Rome as 
a security or hostage in his place, and during this 
time his father was poisoned and Heliodorus had 
taken the throne. Antiochus is contemptible for 
his associations and buffoonery, and in every way he 
showed that he was destitute of kingly dignity. 
He gained by flatteries and promises what he was 
unable to demand because of any right or power in 
him. He promised increased submission to the will 
of Rome and a large tribute. He brushes Heliodorus 
aside and begins his reign. 


V. 22. ‘‘And with the arms ofa flood shall they 
sweep away from before him, and shall be broken; 
yea, also the prince of the covenant.”’ 


After coming into power he ruled with a rod of 
iron. He had but one standard, and that was his 
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own interest. Even the prince of the covenant, the 
high priest, was removed because Menelaus gave 
him more money than the tribute which the other 
had caused to be sent to him. 

V. 23. ‘‘And after the league made with him he 


shall work deceitfully: for he shall come up, and 
become strong with a small people.”’’ 


His power grew rapidly, as he carried all points by 
shrewdness and corruption and falsehood. 

Vv. 24, 25. ‘‘In time of security shall he come 
even upon the fattest places of the province; and he 
shall do that which his fathers have not done, nor 
his fathers’ fathers; he shall scatter among them 
prey, and spoil, and substance; yea, he shall devise 
his devices against the strongholds, even for a time. 
And he shall stir up his power and his courage 
against the king of the south with a great army; 
and the king of the south shall war in battle with an 
exceeding great and mighty army: but he shall not 
stand, for they shall devise devices against him.’’ 


He spoiled the fat cities and was enabled to give 
gteat gifts for corruption purposes. He learns that 
Ptolemy Philometer, the son of Ptolemy Epiphanes, 
made claim to the throne of Syria because of his 
mother who was the daughter of Antiochus the 
‘Great, and so he prepared for war. 

He met the army of Ptolemy and prevailed; none 
could stand before him. And, as seen before, he 
would have seized upon Egypt but for the action of 
Rome. ‘The Senate had reinstated Philometer, in 
opposition to the claims and superior power of his 
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brother, Physcon, and now they felt under obligation 
to maintain him. So Antiochus, being compelled to 
leave Egypt, visits Jerusalem again, and this time 
desecrates it. And now as we read verses 26-30, we 
discover that these ships come from Kittim, or 
from the west, over the Mediterranean. After all 
his robbing and plundering, he is impoverished by 
the large amount taken to keep the Romans out of 
Syria. It is very hard for him to pay the tribute, 
and so he journeys to the east for more money, and 
dies near Elymais, as did his father. 

He tried to have the Jews forsake the religion of 
their fathers. The Maccabeans rose up, and had ‘‘a 
little help;’? countries which he had conquered 
escaped out of his hand. ‘Though he had brought 
in the abomination which maketh desolate, and had 
practiced and prospered, he found himself at last 
where all wicked men come, where bribery and 
treachery are of no avail. He came to his end and 
none helped him. 31-45. 

Some have thought that from v. 31 to 45 the 
Romans are intended, and especially Titus. But 
there is no particular demand for that interpretation. 
The setting up of the abomination, v. 31, if referred 
to in Matt. 24:15, may only have Titus in view, as 
he is like Epiphanes in respect of opposing the wor- 
ship of Jehovah; and yet the Master probably 
refers to “Dai. 40:27, > er 22smae at any tate. 
Epiphanes is the type of the great leaders of wrong 
and oppression. In this line we may count all who 
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have persecuted the children of God, including the 
eatly emperors, and the man of sin, the ecclesiastical 
Pontifix Maximus, with all the abominations which 
have always made desolate. 


DANIEL I12—THE CLOSING OF THE VISION. 


V.1. Ad that time (11:45) shall Michael stand 
up. He is the friend of the faithful (10:13-ar1), the 
great prince which standeth for the children of thy 
people; he is a prince among the angels (Jude 9; 
Rev. 27); and there shall be a time of trouble, such 
as never was since there was a nation even to that 
same time. Matt. 24:21. 

This time does not follow immediately on the 
death of Epiphanes, but comes because of God’s peo- 
ple forsaking his commandments at the destruction of 
Jerusalem, A. D.-70. And at that time thy people 
shall be delivered, every one that shall be found 
written in the book. Those who followed the Sav- 
ior’s instructions (Matt. 24:15-18) were permitted 
to escape the destruction of the city. This division 
among the people is typical of the resurrection. 

V. 2. ‘*‘And many of them that sleep in the dust 
of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, 
and some to shame and everlasting contempt.’’? John 
5:28, 20. 

Daniel has it from heaven that there will be a res- 
urtrection of the dead, both of the just and of the 
unjust. (See Acts 24:15.) ‘Those who rely implicitly 
upon the statements of Scripture believe that the 
bodies which sleep ‘‘in the dust, in the earth, shall 
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rise,’’ and that the life on the one hand or the shame 
and contempt on the other, shall be determined by 
the deeds done in the body. (1 Cor. 5:10; Matt. 25: 
21-34, 46; Rom: 2:6, 72 14:10.) “How easy ibisdor 
the prophet to step from type to antitype! 

V. 3. ‘*And they that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament; and they that turn 
many to righteousness as the stars forever and ever.”’ 

Such shall be the final result of being wise, faith- 
ful to God, whose names are written in the book. 

Having gone from type to antitype, from Anti- 
ochus Epiphanes to the final judgment, we antici- 
pate a glance over the intervening centuries. 

V. 4. ‘But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, 
and seal the book, even to the time of. the end: 
many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be 
increased.”’ 

The good and the evil having been made known, 
with the final outcome of the whole matter, the 
things which shall occur in the meantime were of 
no great importance. In the ages which shall come 
and go, many changes shall occur; traveling will be 
made easy and safe, the world will become acquaint- 
ed; the knowledge of any one will be the property 
of all. 

Vv. 5-8. Then I Daniel looked, and behold, there 
stood other two, the one on the brink of the river on 
this side, and the other on the brink of the river on 
that side. And one said to the man clothed in linen, 


which was above the waters of the river, How long 
shall it be to the end of these wonders? And I 
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heard the man clothed in linen, which was above 
the waters of the river, when he held up his right 
hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by 
him that liveth for ever that it shall be for a time, 
times, and an half; and when they have madeanend 
of breaking in pieces the power of the holy people, 
all these things shall be finished. And I heard, but 
I understood not: then said I, O my lord, what shall 
be the issue of these things?’’ 

‘* Flow long shall tt be to the end of these won- 
ders??? What wonders? ‘Those given in this vision. 
Of course they will not all have come before the res- 
urrection and the judgment. ‘‘/¢ shall be for a time, 
times, and a half.’ ‘That is one year, two years, 
anda half a year. If these are to be understood 
according to the year-day method, then 1260 years 
was the time announced for the fulfillment of these 
wonders. But this will not do, for the years’ have 
passed and the judgment is not here yet. The fol- 
lowing, however, fay give us the limit; *°And 
when they have made an end of breaking in pieces 
the power of the holy people, all these things shall 
be finished.’’ But if the judgment is placed beyond 
the last of all the persecutions against the children 
of God, it would seem natural to think of the rise of 
the last great persecuting power as the beginning of 
the 1260 years. As this same expression comes up 
in the book of Revelation, I refer it to that place for 
a solution. 

Daniel heard but understood not. He had under- 
stood much that had been given him, but this par- 
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ticular thing, as to the length of time necessary to 
the fulfillment of these wonders, he understood not. 
They reached beyond the dispensation in which he 
lived, and concerned another than the people with 
whom he had been surrounded, and whom he had 
been trained to believe were the only people God had 
on the earth. ‘‘ What shall be the tssue of these 
things?” 


Vv. 9, 10. And he said, Gothy way, Daniel: for 
the words are shut up and sealed till the time of the 
end. Many shall purify themselves, and make them- 
selves white, and be refined; but the wicked shall do 
wickedly; and none of the wicked shall understand: 
but they that be wise shall understand.”’ 


Daniel had learned much, but the issues of life 
and death are wonderful above human comprehen- 
sion. It was well that he could know that evil could 
not prevail. ‘‘ Many shall purify themselves, and 
make themselves white, and be refined.’? Hence 
escape the awful results of sin, and receive the re- 
ward of the righteous, even eternal life. But ‘‘ none 
of the wicked shall understand.’’ They will go 
down at the destruction of Jerusalem, but those who 
will study wisdom and take God at his word, shall 
understand. 


Vv. 11-13. ‘‘And from the time that the continual 
burnt offering shall be taken away, and the abomi- 
nation that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a 
thousand two hundred and ninety days. Blessed is 
he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three 
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hundred and five and thirty days. But go thou thy 
way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and shalt 
stand in thy lot, at the end of the days.”’ 


The Days. In chap. 8:14, we have had 2300 
days; now we have 1290 and 1335. What do they all 
mean? ‘They all seem to start with the desecration 
of the temple by Antiochus Epiphanes, 168 B. C. 
That. would leave the 2300 days to A. D. 2132, the 
HOO MOeA. 1) ..1it2, and the 1335: to. A.D. E367. 
We have passed two of these periods without noticing 
anything of the apparent fulfillment of any predic- 
tion of this dook. If this first shall refer to 168 B. C. 
as its beginning, and the others to a desecration 
under the Papacy, then we may discover some 
harmony. 

In the meantime Daniel should rest, and then 
stand up in the end of the days. 

Whatever may be the signification of these as to 
the time of coming events, we have a few lessons 
from this book which ought to be impressed upon 
evety heart. ‘To give heed to these will be of greater 
value than all fanciful interpretation of days and 
times. 

1. ‘The innocent may be caused to suffer incon- 
venience and even death. 

2. ‘The use of intoxicants is always an evil. 

3. Daniel was inspired of God. 

4. The kingdom of Christ has been set up, and 
to be the servants of God we must be obedient to 
him. 


Cad 
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5. Pride and vanity will ruin a man and even a 
nation. : 

6. A wise man who minds his own business can 
live under almost any form of government. 

7. God hears the prayers of his people and 
answers in wisdom and mercy. 

8. We have many lessons of special providence. 

g. The angels are ministering servants to the 
people-ofsGod. | (Get Hebo m0 sa.rA. 

10. A bad man may prosper for a time, but will 
come to a bad end. 

11. Righteousness will ultimately prevail. 

12. There will be a resurrection of the dead from 
the dust of the earth. 

13. Eternal life or eternal shame and contempt 
will be the reward of all, and will be determined by 
the deeds done while in the body. 
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CHAPTER 1. 
THE SEER. 


That part of the Bible to which we call particular 
attention is introduced by these significant words: 
‘¢’The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
unto him.’’ We regard the contents of the whole 
Bible as revelation from God, but for some réason 
this portion of the book is emphatically entitled 
‘¢’The revelation of Jesus Christ;’’? and if it is what 
it purports to be, it must reveal or tell something 
which God in his wisdom thought it best for us to 
know. 

That the revelation is of importance is evident 
from statements made in the third verse of the first 
chapter, viz: ‘‘ Blessed is he that readeth, and they 
that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep 
those things which are written therein.’’ 

From the above it is evident that God not only 
intended to reveal something of importance to the 
world, but he purposed to use such words, pictures 
and symbols in making the revelation that the reader 
of the book might understand it. 


Many regard the book as a sealed volume which 
(71) 
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can never be understood, and hence have little or no 
interest in it, notwithstanding it is with so much 
emphasis spoken of as being a revelation from God; 
something told, and that something a source of great 
blessing to whoever reads it. 

Certainly it can be understood by some one, at 
some time, and for some purpose, or it never would 
have been written. 

It will become apparent as we progress that one 
part of the book could be understood by the people 
who lived in John’s day as we cannot understand it 
now, while other portions could not possibly be 
understood by the people of that age. 

The events and circumstances connected with the 
origin of the book are of themselves of thrilling in- 
terest, and a knowledge of them will greatly increase 
one’s interest in the wonderful book. 

It is generally supposed that the events occurred 
during the reign of Domitian, about A. D. 96. 

The church was suffering a most violent persecu- 
tion, and John, as the companion of others ‘‘in trib-: 
ulation,’’ was banished to the Isle of Patmos, where 
he for a time dwelt in solitude. He refers to the 
above in the following language: 

**T, John, who also am your brother and com- 
panion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and 
patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called 
Patmos, for the word of god, and for the testimony 
of Jesus Christ. I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s 
Day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a 
trumpet, saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first 
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and the last; and, what thou seest, write in a book, 
and send it unto the seven churches which are in 
Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Per- 
gamos, and unto T‘hyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto 
Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.’’ 


Thus we see that on a memorable ‘‘ Lord’s Day,”’ 
when perhaps the awful silence was broken only by 
the sea roar of dashing waves, John was startled by 
hearing a voice behind him, uttering the words, ‘‘I 
am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last; and 
what thou seest, write in a book.’”? And the book 
which was written in accordance with those words is 
the book to which we call especial attention. John, 
the exile of Patmos, wrote the book. 

John, turning around, attempted to look into the 
face of the speaker, and was overcome by the 
grandeur of the vision, and fell as one dead at his 
feet. He who had addressed him raised him up, and 
after telling him who he was, the authority to write 
the book was repeated, and in the last instance the 
order to be observed in writing was plainly indicated, 
as follows: ‘‘ Write the things which thou hast seen, 
and the things which are, and the things which shall 
be Deteatter.2? oC Rev.*r ir9-) 

From the instructions given we discover that the 
book is one of three distinct parts, and that the last 
of the three is ‘entirely prophetic; and by turning to 
the fourth chapter we discover that the third division 
commences with the fourth chapter; consequently, 
the first, second and third chapters contain the first 


74 THE EXILED PROPHET 


and.second divisions. The graphic description of 
Christ which is found in the first chapter may be re- 
garded as the first division, it being a description of 
what John had already seen, and reads as follows: 


‘‘ And being turned, I saw seven golden candle- 
sticks, and in the midst of the seven candlesticks one 
like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment 
down to the foot, and girt about the breast with a 
golden girdle. His head and his hairs were white 
like wool, as white as.snow, and his eyes were asa 
flame of fire; and his feet like unto fine brass, as if 
they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound 
of many waters. And he had in his right hand seven 
stars; and out of his mouth went a sharp two-edged 
sword; and his countenance was as the sun shineth 
in his strength.’’ 


Here is seen, according to a correct rendering of 
the thirteenth verse, ‘‘one like unto a man’”’ (see 
comments of Barnes, Bloomfield and others); but by 
the expression, ‘‘I am he that liveth, and was 
dead;’’ and by the brightness of the vision the Son, 
of God is recognized; and only because he appeared 
in the garb of humanity have we dared to attempt 
to even faintly represent him in picture, as he was 
seen by John in the vision. (See illustration No. 7.) 

There is a volume in the symbolism before us.. 
The truth concerning Christ is hieroglyphically 
reafirmed. He had been slain, and now appears 
alive again. He who was first clothed in swaddling- 
clothes, and was divested of his garments by his 


THE SEER 75, 


murderers, is now clothed in the joint attire of king 
and priest; although at that time he was, with his 
people, passing through flames of persecution, as 
indicated by his feet appearing as brass burning in a 
furnace. He wears a long robe as ofa priest, and 
the golden girdle of aking. The appearance of his 
hair indicates that he has received the crown of 
glory, and having a sword proceeding from his 
mouth, and his voice compared to many waters— 
symbol of a multitude—he is recognized as the com- 
mander of a host in battle; and at the same time, as 
the one whose principal weapon of warfare is not a 
catnal one. His flaming eye and shining counte- 
nance strikingly indicate the divinity of his nature. 

Those who consider well these emblems will at 
once tecognize Christ as a ‘‘ Priest after the order 
of Melchisedec,’? who was both officiating Priest 
and King at the same time; and because he was to 
be what the symbols indicate, the prophet Zecha- 
tiah wrote of him as follows: ‘‘And he shall bear 
the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; 
and he shall be a priest upon his throne; and the 
counsel of peace shall be between them both”’ 
(Zech. 6:13). We trust that the revelations of 
this first division will create in many hearts a strong 
desire to be of the number who ‘‘are translated 
from the kingdom and power of darkness into the 
kingdom of God’s dear Son;’’ so that if they are 
persecuted on accouut of their faith they will suffer 
‘‘tribulation in the kingdom and patience of Jesus 
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Christ,’? as John did during the reign of Emperor 
Domitian, the last of the Ceesars. 

The people living in that age, having seen the 
high priest clothed with a ‘‘ garment down to the 
foot,’? would know what Christ was to them when 
they felt the need of a high priest to intercede for 
them in that time of trial. And as their pathway 
was through ‘‘ fiery trials,’’ seeing his ‘‘ feet as pure 
brass, as if they burned in a furnace,’’ they would | 
know that he was journeying with them through 
the fiery ordeal, according to his promise, ‘‘ Lo, I 
am with you alway’? (Matt. 28:10). They had 
heard the shouts of multitudes when kings were 
crowned, exclaiming, ‘‘ Long live the king,’’ and 
seeing his head crowned with light ‘‘ white as 
snow,’’ ‘‘white as wool,’’? and viewing his sacred 
breast encircled with glittering gold, and considering 
the significance of the two-edged sword, the thought 
of royalty as well as priestly service would be in 
their minds. 

Seeing that the sword was not in his hand, but. 
proceeding from his mouth, they would think of a 
king whose weapons of warfare were not carnal; 
hence they would recognize the presence of the 
Prince of Peace. And considering his priestly ser- 
vice they would feel as Christians do when they 
sing— 

“To him that loved the sons of men 
And washed us in his blood, 


To royal honors raised our heads 
And made us priests to God; 
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““To him let every tongue be praise, 
And every heart be love; 
All grateful honors paid on earth 
And nobler songs above.”’ 


And considering him as a crowned priest, their 
emotions would be clearly expressed in our Corona- 
tion lines: 

“All hail the power of Jesus’ name, 
Let angels prostrate fall ; 


Bring forth the royal diadem 
And crown Him Lord of all.” 


CHAPTER. it: 
THE SEVEN CHURCHES. 


In our first lecture we endeavored to impress upon 
the mind of the reader that the book of Revelation 
was a book of three parts, John’s commission read- 
ing as follows: ‘‘ Write the things which thou hast 
seen, and the things which are, and the things which 
shall be hereafter.’’ 

We have considered the things which John had 
seen, and have learned that the symbolism described 
in the first chapter reminds us of who Christ is, viz., 
the once crucified but now living Christ. Also of 
what he is to us, our sympathizing High Priest, who 
is at the same time an exalted king, and coming to 
tell us, ‘‘ what shall be hereafter,’ he is recognized 
as our prophet; hence those who accept this book as 
it is offered to them, accept it as from the Christ, who: 
is Prophet, Priest and King. 

‘The second and third chapters consist of seven let- 
ters dictated by the Son of God, and addressed one 
to each of the seven churches in Asia. In those let- 
ters all that was praiseworthy was pointed out and 
commended; and all that was wrong was condemned, 
and the consequences of wrong doing were faithfully 


revealed; while in symbol the brightest rewards 
(78) 
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were promised to the faithful. Doubtless, the de- 
scription given of the seven churches answered for a 
description of the Church throughout the world at 
that time; and after the Apostle had written them 
he could say: ‘‘I have described the things that 
ates 

As we study the letters to the churches we learn 
very important lessons, or otherwise we would not 
have the following as the closing up of each and 
every letter, viz: ‘“He that hath an ear let him 
hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.’’ ‘The 
language contained in the introduction to each and 
every letter is alike suggestive, viz: ‘‘I know thy 
works.’’ How solemn the thought! To all he 
says, I know what you have done, and what you 
have not done that you should have done, and what 
you have done that you should not have done. 

Hearing what was said to the churches of Asia, we 
cannot fail to notice that the churches of 1800 years 
ago were made up of human beings like ourselves, 
with all the frailties of human nature. 

Then, as now, there were no perfect churches. 
In them were found the good and the bad and the 
indifferent. Some had lost their first love and oth- 
ers had not. Some had failed because of tribulation, 
while others were unmoved. Some were led astray 
by false prophets, and others held fast to the truth. 

Some were spiritually ‘‘ dead,’’ while others were 
“(weak and ready to die,’’ and in the same church 
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others ‘‘had not defiled their garments.’? Some at 
Philadelphia ‘‘had not denied his name,’’ while 
some proved false. Some were ‘‘lukewarm,’’ and 
others were full of zeal and religious enthusiasm; 
and notwithstanding all the above, those churches, 
because of the good remaining, were represented each 
by a ‘‘ golden candlestick.”’ 

Christ in vision appears in the midst of the candle-. 
sticks, and through John as his scribe informs the 
world by symbol that now during his personal ab- 
sence he proposes to enlighten the world by having 
his church hold up the light, as it is the office of a 
candlestick to hold up the light ‘‘ that it may give 
light to all that are in the house.”’ ; 
/ His words were, ‘‘’Mhe seven candlesticks which 
thou sawest are (represent) the seven churches of 
Asia,’’ each being represented by one single candle- 
stick. By this symbolism the members of each 
church would be made to realize that each church 
was tesponsible for the enlightenment of those 
around them. At Ephesus those who had not lost 
their first love would keep the light burning at Eph- ; 
esus; and those who had not gone back under the 
great tribulation at Smyrna would see that the light 
did not go out at Smyrna; while the faithful ones 
who were unmoved by the doctrine of Balaam would 
see that the lamp was kept trimmed and burning at 
Pergamos, and at Thyatira the Lydias against the 
influence of the Jezebels would prevent the light 
being extinguished; and those who ‘‘ had not defiled 
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their garments’? and who ‘‘ were watchful’’ would 
shine out as stars and counteract the darkening in- 
fluence of the spiritually dead at Sardis; and those 
who had kept the word of his patience would see 
that none need walk in darkness at Philadelphia; 
while those who heard the Savior knocking at the 
door of the church at Laodicea and bidding him 
come in, would, by their faithful work, ‘‘ keep the 
lower lights burning’’ in and around Laodicea as 
“lights along the shore.’’ 

Considering the significance of this symbolism it 
is desirable that all who read these lectures will ask 
themselves the question: Am I a light to those 
around me? and would a church composed of such 
as I am be truly represented by a golden candlestick 
such as John saw? 

Christ while yet upon earth said to his disciples 
(Matt. 5:14, 15 and 16): 

‘‘'Ve are the light of the world. A city that is 
set on a hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a 
candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candle- 
stick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the 
house. Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven.’ 


Millions of souls in past ages have lived and died 
in midnight darkness, and millions are still groping 
their way through the world enshrouded in thick 
darkness for the lack of churches to serve as candle- 
sticks throughout the world as did the seven churches 
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of Asia in the first century. May the symbol be 
duly considered and serve as a sign from Him who is 
the light of the world, indicating to the church of 
the nineteenth century what is the duty of the hour, 
saying in substance, ‘‘Let the lower lights be 
burning.’’ 


CHAPTER III. 
VISION OF THE FUTURE. 


‘“‘After this I looked, and, behold, a door was 
opened in heaven; and the first voice which I heard 
was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which 
said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things 
which must be hereafter.’’ 

B. W. Johnson, one of the scholarly commentators 
of the nineteenth century, very wisely introduced 
his comments on the fourth chapter of Revelation 
as follows: ‘‘It is generally agreed that with this 
chapter the third section of Revelation begins.’’ 

The book as a whole is called a prophecy. (See 
Rev. 1: 3; 22: 18-19). ‘The prophet is Christ, who 
is fully described in the first division, section, or 
part of this book, and the churches which were 
appointed by the prophet himself as the divinely 
chosen custodians of the sacred missive are minutely 
described in the second division,-section, or part of 
the book, as we have seen in chapters two and three, 
considered in Chapter II. 

The book as it comes to us contains twenty-two 
chapters. In one the prophet is described and in 
two the churches are described, thus leaving nine- 


teen chapters to describe ‘‘what shall be here- 
(83) 
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after,’’ dating from the memorable Lords’ day men- 
tioned in chapter one. 

As so much of the book is devoted to foretelling 
future events, the inquiring mind naturally asks, 
Why was the book written? What was to be its 
mission? Why was it regarded so great a sin in the 
sight of God to add to or take from the book that 
the following were almost the last words written? viz: 


‘For I testify unto every man that heareth the 
words of the prophecy of this book, if any man 
shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him 
the plagues that are written in this book. And if 
any man shall take away from the words of the book 
of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out 
of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and 
from the things which are written in this book.”’ 


Certainly it has a mission, a very important mis- 
sion, or the above would not have been written. 

The nineteenth chapter and tenth verse contains a 
sentence, which, to my mind, in part answers the 
question. ‘‘The testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of 
prophecy,’’ or by transposition we read, ‘‘’The 
Spirit of prophecy is the-testimony of Jesus.’? ‘This 
would seem to imply that in some way, as the result 
of these prophetic writings, men would believe in 
Jesus, as testimony is always intended to cause some 
one to believe something. John the Seer was told 
by an angel that he would ‘‘ prophecy again before 
many peoples and nations and tongues and kings”’ 
(Revi 10stE)- 
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We are not to understand by these words that 
John after that date would prophecy or testify again 
(in person) before many peoples, nations, tongues 
and kings. He was too old for that, and he never 
did it in person; hence we conclude that the book 
which he was then writing, under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit, would be the means of causing 
vast multitudes, in a later period, to believe in 
Jesus. Convince the skeptic that this book was 
written during the reign of one of the Ceesars, and 
show him that leading events of the several succes- 
sive ages of the past were in regular order indicated 
by the symbols of the book; read to him John’s 
description of the revolutions of the age in which we 
now live, and in most cases he will become a believer 
in the Gospel of Christ. 

That the book was written for some good purpose, 
none will deny; and that it was designed to be a 
great faith producer, we have not the least doubt; 
and that the time has come when it can be used suc- 
cessfully in refutation of infidelity, we are quite 
confident; and hence our efforts to show that the 
symbolism of Revelation points to events in order, 
as they occurred and have been recorded by histori- 
ans. 

As before stated, a description of the symbols of 
future events commences with the fourth chapter. 
John, after writing what he had seen, and having 
written the letters to the churches as directed, heard 
a voice say: ‘‘ Come up hither, and I will shew thee 


— 


86 THE EXILED PROPHET 


things which must be hereafter’? (Rev. 4:1). As 
he had been authorized to write lastly, ‘‘the things 
which must be hereafter,’’-and as he is now to see 
them, it is evident that this is the beginning of the 
third division of the book. ; 

He saw, in this first prophetic vision, a Throne. 
One sat on the Throne. A Rainbow encircled that 
Throne; seven lighted lamps are before it; and 
around about the Throne are seen four living crea- 
tures (four great beasts), and in a more extended 
circle, twenty-four lesser Thrones (seats), upon 
which are seated twenty-four Elders, and in a still 
wider circle is seen a vast, unnumbered multitude ef 
human beings. The four living creatures, the 
twenty-four Elders, and the vast multitude join with 
the myriads of angels in worshiping ‘‘ Him that sat 
upon the Throne.’’ (See illustration No. 8.) 

Before going farther we should ascertain what age 
is symbolized, and what is represented by this com- 
bination of symbols. And just here it is proper to 
state that, as a rule, former prophets, in describing 
a series of events, and among them one of seemingly 
more importance than others, have described the 
more important one first, although it may have been 
the last to occur; for example, Isaiah, after describ- 
ing the establishment of the Church of Christ, or, in 
other words, the Kingdom of God, at once carries 
the reader forward beyond the conflicts of ages, to 
an age in the history of the church when the 
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nations, enlightened by the Gospel of peace, will 
learn war no more. His language is: 

‘“’They shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 


wat any more.’’ (Isa. 2: a 
‘The earth shall ae full of the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters cover the sea.’’ (Isa. II:5). 


So we conclude that John as a prophet, while suf- 
fering ‘‘ tribulation in the kingdom and patience of 
Jesus Christ,’’ sees, ‘‘of things hereafter,’ first of 
all the age of victory and triumph, during which 
the God whom angels worship will be worshiped by 
the people of all nations, tribes and tongues. We 
think, without doubt, that the symbols represented 
in the picture now being considered, as described in 
the fourth and fifth chapters of the book, represent 
what is usually spoken of as the Wivennial Age, 
while the book of Seven Seals and the Seven Angel 
‘Trumpets, of which we shall hereafter speak in de- 
tail, symbolize events ofseveral ages. The Trumpets 
and Wonders, to be hereafter described, throw addi- 
tional light upon the points only touched as the seals 
are loosened. 

We conclude that the Seven Seals cover the entire 
history of the church, in outline, from the fact that 
the principal objects seen in the first prophetic 
vision reappear as the last symbols of the Sixth Seal 
(Rev., chap. 7), and also as the symbols of the 
Seventh Trumpet (Rev., chap. 11). We will see 
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hereafter that the Sixth Seal represents two distinct 
periods, the first of which is represented as one of 
great commotion and gross darkness; and the second 
as being in every respect just the opposite. The 
second series of symbols, represented under the Sixth 
Seal, symbolize a seventh period, and correspond to 
that of the Seventh Trumpet, and both represent the 
Millennial period, as indicated by the first prophetic 
vision. 

Let us study the picture well, and determine what 
will be the characteristic features of that great age. 

“rt. Viewing the Rainbow, all conclude that it 
will be one of peace, as Isaiah foretold. 

2. Viewing the Seven Lighted Lamps, we con- 
clude that the darkness of preceding ages will have 
been dispelled and the world will have the benefit of 
all the light which God by his Spirit ever gave to 
man. 

3. That the God of heaven will be the only be- 
ing worshiped during that age, is indicated by the 
Angels appearing around the throne and worshiping 
‘him that liveth for ever and ever ,’’ the four liv- 
ing Creatures, the twenty-four Elders, and the vast 
multitude worshiping the same being. 

4. Asthe countries and kingdoms had been rep- 
resented by beasts in the writings of former 
‘prophets, we conclude that the four beasts here rep- 
resent the people of the four great continents, Asia, 
Africa, Europe and America. (See illustration 
No. 9.) 


‘6-9:7 ‘“SHMALVHAD ONIATI ENO HHT, “6 “ON 


VISION OF THE FUTURE 89 


That the Four Beasts represent in the aggregate 
the inhabitants of the four quarters of the globe is 
evident from the wording of the song which they, 
together with the twenty-four Elders,were heard to 
sing, viz: ‘‘ Thou art worthy to take the book, and 
to open the seals thereof; for thou wast slain, and 
hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and nation; and hast made us 
unto our God kings and priests.’’ (Rev. 5. 9.) 

Their being covered with eyes before and behind 
would seem to indicate that the people of the 
nations which they represent would be brought to 
walk in the light, so that by what is revealed they 
could see the past and the future. ‘They are distin- 
guished one from another as first, second, third and 
fourth beast. 
~~Number one is supposed to represent Asia, the 
first continent inhabited, and being the largest, and 
in former times the greatest, as it will be again if its 
_ inhabitants are again enlightened as in former ages, 
it is likened unto a lion. 

Number two represents Africa, the second inhab- 
ited continent, and as if to represent a people whose 
history is that of an enslaved people, it had the ap- 
pearance of an ox. 

Number three, with its face like that of a man, 
symbolizes little Europe, mistress of the world by 
its superior mental attainments. 

Number four, having the appearance of a flying 
eagle, is a fitting symbol of America, the fourth in- 


90 THE EXILED PROPHET 


habited continent ; and by the emblem a country is: 
seen rising rapidly and to a great altitude; a coun- 
try, the very picture of which resembles that of an 
eagle on the wing.* 

Some commentators are of the opinion that this. 
entire vision represents a scene in heaven, and not a 
condition of things on the earth, from the fact that 
in the song that was sung by the four living crea- 
tures and the twenty-four elders the pronoun ‘‘ us’’ 
does not appear in the original. ‘The new or revised 
version gives it as follows: 


‘¢ And when he had taken the book, the four liv- 
ing creatures and the four and twenty elders fell 
down before the Lamb, having each one a harp, and 
golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers 
of the saints. And they sing a new song, saying, 
Worthy art thou to take the book, and to open the 
seals thereof; for thou wast slain, and didst purchase 
unto God with thy blood men of every tribe, and 
tongue, and people, and nation, and madest them to 
be unto our God a kingdom and priests; and they 
reign upon the earth.’’ (Ch. 5:8-r10.) 


In this version the word men appears, for which 
there is no scholarly authority, and as far as that 
word is concerned we are entirely at sea as to who 
did or will sing that song. It will be or has been 
sung either by ranks of angels in heaven, concerning 
redeemed humanity, or it has been or will be sung by 
the redeemed themselves. 


* For the above interpretation of the Four Beasts we are in- 
debted to J. lL. Martin’s ‘‘Voice of Seven Thunders.”’ 
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The reader will notice that those who sing have a 
bowl of incense, and also that the incense is, or rep- 
resents, the prayers of the saints. Then to deter- 
mine who sings the song we ascertain who it is that 
acts in the capacity of priests in rendering accept- 
able worship during the period that Christ is High 
Priest. In the first chapter that question is answered 
in the following words: 

‘¢Unto him that loveth us, and loosed us from our 
sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom; to 


be priests unto his God and Father; to him be the 
glory and the dominion for ever and ever. Amen.’’ 


Johnson, in his comments, brings out the meaning 
clearly as follows: Unto him that loveth us. ‘‘’The 
tense is present, as in the Revision. His love never 
ceases. Washed us. Rather, as in the Revision, 
‘loosed us.’ This was done by the shedding of his 
blood. 6. And he made us. Here the Revision 
must be followed. He made us ‘to be a kingdom; 
to be priests unto his God.’ His disciples are con- 
stituted a kingdom; a kingdom in which each one is 
a priest. No disciple needeth a priest to offer in- 
cense or sacrifice for him; he can go directly to the 
Mar net tusough.jesus-Chitist. See x Peter 2:9.” 
From the above it becomes evident that the four 
living creatures and the twenty-four elders represent 
saints in the kingdom of grace. They sing a song 
of gratitude and exultation. It is a new song; new 
because it could never be sung before the time when 
the church of God triumphs upon the earth; as they 
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exclaim they or we, the singers shall reign upon the 
earth. To reign is to rule or have control. The 
comments of Johnson on Rev. 20:4-5 would seem to 
give the true meaning of the sentence ‘‘and they 
reign on the earth.’’ His words are as follows: 

‘‘’Mhese thrones are symbols of rule. It implies 
that those who sit on them shall have sway. And 
judgment was giventothem. ‘They shall exercise a 
moral judgment over humanity. And they lived and 
teigned with Christ. John saw that those who sat 
on thrones reigned a thousand years. ‘In the last 
days the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be 
established in the top of the mountains, and shall be 
exalted above the hills, and all nations shall flow into 
SB IE eT 

The twenty-four crowned elders represent the 
priests or saints. They, together with the four liv- 
ing creatures, all say in their song that the redeemed 
shall ‘‘reign on the earth,’’ that they constitute a 
kingdom of priests; and if it is true that there is one 
God, and one mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all, 
to be testified in due time (1 Tim. 2:5-6), there is 
no place for any rank of celestials to come in as 
priests, presenting the prayers of saints before God 
in heaven; hence without a question a condition of 
things on the earth is symbolized, and any interpre- 
tation of the meaning of the four living creatures 
that does not include redeemed humanity of all na- 
tions having sway or controlling influence on the 
earth, cannot be correct. Hence the conclusion that 
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the four living creatures represent large numbers of 
people found upon the four great continents, Asia, 
Africa, Europe and America. 


THE TWENTY-FOUR ELDERS. 


Who are they? or whom do they represent? ‘The 
reader -will observe that when those beasts give glory 
and honor and thanks to him that sat on the throne, 
who liveth for ever and ever, the four and twenty 
elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, 
and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and 
cast their crowns before the throne. 

‘That is, when the inhabitants of the world in pre- 
- ponderating numbers worship the Creator, some 
special class of people appear very conspicuous as 
joining in that worship, they, like the rest, being 
crowned priests; and one can but be curious to know 
who or what class of persons are by representation 
brought to the foreground as representing an espec- 
ially favored people who, it seems, when the epoch 
represented by this vision is reached, are true believ- 
ers in Christ as the ‘‘ Lamb slain.’’? If the number 
had been twelve instead of twenty-four, we could 
easily believe that Abraham was represented by the 
conversion of large numbers of Jews during the mil- 
lennial period, z. ¢., a large number of the twelve 
tribes descending from Abraham as descendants of 
the twelve patriarchs. Thus Abraham, by his de- 
scendants who do honor to Christ, the promised 
seed, would be brought forward in a way to do honor 
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to. one whose whole family joins in worshiping the 
chosen ‘‘seed of Abraham.’’ As for myself, I be- 
lieve that the placing on the foreground in this 
great assemblage of worshipers, the twenty-four 
representative characters, was intended to show a 
preference to Abraham, and that with less than 
twenty-four representatives Abraham would not be 
fully represented. Abraham had two sons who are 
conspicuous in Bible history, Isaac and Ishmael. 
Isaac is represented in the Jews descending from the 
twelve tribes of Israel, but who represents Ishmael? 
Before answering I would have the reader consider 
the following, God’s promise to Abraham: ‘‘In 
Isaac shall thy seed be called, and also of the son of 
the bond woman will I make a zation because HE IS 
THY SEED’? (Gen. 21:12, 13). To Hagar God said, 
‘‘Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thy hand; 
for I will make him a great nation” (21:18). In 
Gen. 16:10 we read, ‘‘And the Angel of the Lord 
said unto her, I will multiply thy seed exceedingly, 
that it shall not be numbered for multitude.’? We 
have the Jewish zation coming through Isaac, and a 
nation promised through Ishmael. The Jewish 
nation consisted of twelve parts, or tribes, and if the 
nation coming from Ishmael was to be a xat¢zon of 
twelve parts, and if the whole family of Abraham’s 
fleshly seed is not represented without Ishmael, who 
is also called ‘‘Abraham’s seed,’’ the number to rep- 
resent Abraham must be twenty-four. Abraham 
prayed to God in behalf of Ishmael as follows: ‘‘Oh, 
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that Ishmael might live before thee!’’ and received 
from the Lord this answer, ‘‘As for Ishmael, I have 
heard thee. Behold, I have blessed him, and will 
make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceed- 
ingly. Twelve princes shall he beget, and I shall 
make him a great nation, but my covenant I will 
establish with Isaac.’’ (Gen. 17: 18-21). 

Thus in Ishmael a nation is promised, a great 
nation that could not be numbered, a nation of 
twelve parts, a nation to be kept before the Lord, 
and blessed by the Lord; and hence in the grand 
culmination of God’s plans and purposes, the entire 
family of Abraham, consisting of twenty-four parts, 
is conspicuously represented. 

Who are the descendants of Ishmael? We may 
not be able to answer that question, nor do we know 
what has become of many of the ten tribes of Israel, 
but we are assured that ‘‘all Israel will be saved,’’ 
z. €., many of the tribes now in unbelief will become 
believers in Christ, as is clearly indicated in the 
7th chapter of Romans. The Mohammedan Arabs 
of the east claim Ishmael as their ancestor, but 
whether their claim is well-founded is doubted by 
some. ‘They are a peculiar people, and in habits 
very much like their claimed ancestor. In physi- 
ogomy they resemble the Jews. 

They are as firm believers in the God of Abraham 
as are the Jews, and like the Jews, they still reject 
Christ. And if we are correct in our interpretation 
of this portion of this wonderful vision, how tran- 
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scendently grand is the thought that the de- 
scendants of the two brothers who after years 
of alienation met in peace at the grave of their 
father, will finally meet after long ages as believ- 
ers in the Shiloh, of whom the patriarch Jacob 
said, ‘‘Unto him shall the gathering of the nations 
be!’? This vision will be further considered as it is 
brought in again near the close of the sixth seal, and 
also when the seventh angel sounds. Hence no 
further consideration for the present. 


CHAPTER IV. 
THE SEVEN SEALS. 


‘¢ And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on 
the throne, a book written within and on the back, 
close sealed with seven seals. And I saw a strong 
angel proclaiming with a great voice, Who is worthy 
to open the book, and to loose the, seals thereof? 
And no one in the heaven, or on the earth, or under 
the earth, was able to open the book, or to look 
thereon. And I wept much, because no one was 
found worthy to open the book, or to look thereon: 
and one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: be- 
hold, the Lion that is of the tribe of Judah, the 
Root of David, hath overcome, to open the book and 
the seven seals thereof. And I saw in the midst of 
the throne and of the four living creatures, and in 
the midst of the elders, a Lamb standing as though 
it had been slain, having seven horns, and seven 
eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent forth 
into all the earth. And he came, and he taketh 
zt out of the right hand of him that sat on the 
tntone, 24 Chapterss: 1-7, R. Vs). 


From the above, the reader will discover that the 
seer observed in the hands of the occupant of the 
throne a little book, sealed with seven seals, and 
learned that no man in heaven or earth could open 


that book ; and hence its contents were at that time 
7 (97) 


98 . THE EXILED PROPHET 


held in mystery. John doubtless in some way had 
learned that the book if opened would reveal the 
future history of the Church; and supposing that it 
could not be opened, he wept, not being willing to 
die without knowing more of the Church’s future 
history; and hence he was told to weep no more, as 
the author of this revelation would open the book, 
and make known to him its contents; and as one 
seal after another is opened, there are seen the sym- 
bols of successtve ages. 
Johnson, in ‘‘ Vision of the Ages,’’ truly says: 


‘¢ The wonderful scene in heaven when the Sealed 
Book is given to the Lamb, pictured in the last chap- 
ter, shows the transcendent importance of the Sealed 
Book itself, of the act of placing it in the hands of 
the Lamb of God, and of the events which will be 
unfolded as its pages are opened. These seals are 
opened in succession, and with the opening of each 
seal John sees and records an impressive vision. No 
system of interpretation which does not make these 
represent events which follow each other in time is 
reasonable. ‘The vision following the opening of the 
first seal must portray a period of events nearest to 
the times of John, while the seventh seal must relate 
to the remotest events, and when the last symbol 
that it contains is reached, we must have been car- 
ried to the end of time and to the consummation of 
the history of the church and of the fate of the 
world. As each sealis opened, a symbol is seen 
which is designed to outline the character of a new 
epoch.”’ 
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THE FIRST SEAL. 


~** And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the 
seven seals, and J heard one of the four living crea- 
tures saying as with a voice of thunder, Come. And 
I saw, and behold, a white horse, and he that sat 
thereon had a bow; and there was given unto him a 
crown: and he came forth conquering and to con- 
Aule@ 2. i(Rev-j6°%. 1, :2.-) : 


Before giving an interpretation of the symbols 
here described, I deem it proper to give the reader 
‘to understand that in this book revelations are not 
made in the words and sentences of the book as in 
most books. ‘The words and sentences describe pic- 
tures, signs and symbols, and the revelation is ob- 
tained by studying the picture, sign, or symbol de- 
scribed by the writer. John saw and wrote a de- 
scription of what he saw, and to obtain the revela- 
tion we must first know what he saw, and secondly 
ascertain what is indicated by the symbolism de- 
scribed. 

In chapters four and five, which we have consid- 
ered, we found this to be true throughout, John 
declaring that he saw a throne, lesser thrones, a rain- 
bow, seven lamps, angels, living creatures, etc., etc., 
and by studying the symbolism we obtained grand 
revelations concerning a glorious future age. 

The first seal being opened, John saw a picture, 
just a picture. ‘The reader can see a picture nearly, 
if not exactly, like the one John has described, by 
teferring to No. 10. ‘‘A White Horse’’ appears, 
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with a rider, who holds a bow in his hand, and a 
crown is placed upon the head of the rider, and in 
majesty he rides on ‘‘ conquering and to conquer.”’ 
Here in the picture is seen a combination of emblems, 
each of which is designed to indicate to the observer 
some leading feature of a coming age (dating from 
Aa D706.) 2 

Knowing that a number of horses will successively 
appear as several seals are opened, but each of a dif- 
ferent color, we should decide before going further 
what horses of different color as emblems represent; 
and by referring to Zechariah, sixth chapter, we dis- 
cover that they represent different spirits; hence the 
spirits of successive ages are represented. In this 
case the horse is white; and white is an emblem of 
peace, purity and prosperity; but the bow is a symbol 
of war, and hence the picture, as a whole, must be 
compound in significance, and indicates that that 
which is pure in nature will be engaged in successful 
warfare with its opposite. And hence John saw that 
a course of events would open the way for a grand 
gospel triumph or victory, which was achieved dur- 
ing the reign of the more honorable emperors that 
succeeded Domitian. Civil liberty and religious tol- 
eration were the boasted principles of the age which 
commenced with the death of Domitian and ended 
with the accession of Commodus. Many suffered 
persecution at different times and in difierent places 
during the age referred to; but the efforts of Trajan 
and others to shield Christians from violence, seem- 
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ingly in opposition to the laws of the land, demon- 
strates that the spirit of persecution was not the 
prevailing spirit of the age; and allowing that the 
combination of symbols represented either Roman 
conquest, purity of rule, etc., or the church more 
directly, John would in either case see in the picture 
victory perching upon the banner of the Cross, and 
he would be greatly encouraged by what he saw; but 
knowing that this was only one of seven seals to be 
opened, he would not allow himself to be over- 
encouraged. 


THE SECOND SEAL. 


‘‘ And when he opened the second seal, I heard 
the second living creature saying, Come. And an- 
other horse came forth, a red horse; and to him that 
sat thereon it was given to take peace from the earth, 
and that they should slay one another, and there 
was given unto him a great sword.’’ (See illustra- 
tion No. 11.) 


As the second seal was opened the picture was 
very different from the one seen when the first seal 
was opened. ‘The horse is red. ‘The rider, witha 
great sword in hand, receives power to take peace 
from the earth. As the several riders appear I do 
not see either Christ or any single Roman emperor, 
but rather the triumph or overthrow of elements 
favorable to or adverse to Christianity. 

While John was the Exile of Patmos, the spirit of 
petsecution prevailed, and as we have seen, the first 
seal, when properly interpreted, promised an era of 
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peace. We know now that such an age followed 
upon the death of Domitian, and that the symbolism 
indicated peace, as peace is taken away in the age 
represented as the second seal is opened, the rider 
having power ‘‘to take peace from the earth.”’ 

The horse being red would naturally suggest the 
idea of bloodshed or persecution during an age of 
great commotion, when they ‘‘ kill one another.”’ 

The age following that of the Antonines of Rome 
was an age of conflicting elements, and viewing it 
from one standpoint it is seen as one of civil commo- 
tion, and Johnson describes it as follows: 


‘’The next period is marked in the history of man 
by the most prolonged and sanguinary civil commo- 
tion that history records. ‘Peace was taken from 
the earth’ for ninety-two years. During this long 
period of nearly a century, the Roman Einpire, that 
portion of the ‘earth’ which was the seat of civiliza- 
tion and of the Christian religion, was constantly 
torn by bloody contests between rival competitors 
for power. ‘The history of this epoch is epitomized 
by Sismondi in the following language: ‘With 
Commodus commenced the third and most calami- 
tous period. It lasted ninety-two years, from 192 to 
284. During that period thirty-two emperors, and 
twenty-seven pretenders, alternately hurled each 
other from the throne by zzcessant civil warfare. 
Ninety-two years of almost incessant civil warfare 
taught the world on what a frail foundation the vir- 
tue of the Antonines had placed the felicity of the 
empire.’—Szsmonadv’s Fall of the Roman Empire, 
Vol. Is, page 36. .A full history of this darkeand. 
unhappy period is also given in the first volume of 
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Gibbon. During the ninety-two years there were 
thirty-four emperors, besides nineteen pretenders, 
known as tyrants. Of these all but two died violent 
deaths. What could more strikingly represent such 
a period of civil contention, of incessant civil war- 
fare, of fratricidal bloodshed, than the ved horse and 
its rider, ‘to whom was given a great sword, and 
the power to take away peace, that men should kill 
one another?’ I suppose that no such prolonged 
and terrible period of civil warfare can be pointed 
out in the history of the world, and there is certainly 
a wonderful correspondence between the vision and 
the events of history.’’—V2szon of the Ages. 


With church history before me, I learn that sev- 
eral of the emperors of the third century published 
severe edicts against Christians, the most terrible of 
which was that of Decius, A. D. 249. ‘The perse- 
cution indicated by this bloody picture terminated 
with that of Diocletian, about A. D. 303. During 
this persectition, which was general and lasted about 
ten years, Christians were put to death by tens, 
hundreds, thousands and hundreds of thousands. 

As further proof that it was an age of religious 
intolerance, I add a quotation from Gibbon’s ‘‘ De- 
cline and Fall,’’ Vol. II., page 69. 


‘The resentment, or the fears of Diocletian, at 
length transported him beyond the bounds of moder- 
ation, which he had hitherto preserved, and he de- 
clared, in a series of cruel edicts, hzs znxtention of 
abolishing the Christian name. By the first of these 
edicts, the governors of the provinces were directed 
to apprehend all persons of the ecclesiastical order ; 
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and the prisons, destined for the vilest criminals, 
were soon filled with a multitude of bishops, presby- 
ters, deacons, readers and exorcists. By a second 
edict, the magistrates were commanded to employ 
every method of severity, which might reclaim them 
from their odious superstition, and oblige them to 
return to the established worship of gods. This 
rigorous order was extended, by a subsequent edict, 
to the whole body of Christians, who were exposed 
to a violent and general persecution.”’ 


In the above, the success of the gospel during the 
era of peace is referredto. The ancient Romans on 
becoming Christians ceased to worship the Roman 
deities, and in an attempt to restore the ancient re- 
ligion, Christians were required to burn incense to 
the gods of Rome, and refusing to do so, they became 
victims of the persecuting spirit of the age repre- 
sented by the Red Horse. 


THE THIRD SEAL. 


‘¢ And when he opened the third seal, I heard the 
third living creature saying, Come. And I saw, and 
behold, a black horse; and he that sat thereon had, 
a balance in his hand. AndI heard as it were a 
voice in the midst of the four living creatures say- 
ing, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three 
measures of barley for a penny; andthe oil and the 
wine hurt thou not.”’ 


As the third seal is opened, another picture is 
seen. (See illustration No. 12.) 

A Black Horse is seen carrying a rider who holds 
a pair of balances in his hand, and a voice exclaims, 
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“‘ A measure of wheat for a penny, and three meas- 
ures of barley for a penny.’’ The horse being black, 
indicates an age of darkness to follow that of perse- 
eution. With the accession of Constantine, the 
Church enjoyed rest and increased in wealth and in- 
fluence, but gradually ceased to be the light of the 
world ; and the cause of the darkness that followed 
is indicated by what is said of the wheat and the 
barley. Wheat is frequently used as a symbol of the 
Word of God, both in the Old and the New Testa- 
ment ; and the Word of God is often spoken of as a 
source of light. Now, by substituting for wheat in 
the text, the phrase the Word of God, we have in 
substance this: a little of the Word of God for a 
penny, and three times as much of something else 
fora penny; and let that something else be either 
tradition, superstition, the decision of councils, one ‘ 
ot all, and we see that the cause of the spiritual 
darkness that so long enveloped the religious world 
was strikingly symbolized. 

The rider of this dark horse not only made so 
great a discrimination between wheat and barley 
that the majority of people would take the barley, 
but by the voice heard, itis evident that an undue 
estimate was placed upon carnal or worldly things. 
The warning was to not hurt the owl and wine. 
From the days of Constantine, the light of the Gos- 
pel gradually disappeared, and the church became 
less sfzrvitual and more carnal, and the symbolism of 
the third seal very clearly indicates that just such a 
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state of things would exist as we now know did 
exist. 

The church of that age, by its carnality, ceased to 
be the “salt? of ‘the earth” or *“‘thevlight or the 
world,’’? and as a result corruption followed, and a 
darkness such as Christ referred to when he said: 


‘The light of the body is the eye: if therefore 
thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of 
light. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body 
shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that 
is in thee be darkness, how great zs that darkness!’ 
(Matt. 6: 22, 23). 


Yes, yes, the third seal points to the darkness of 
the middle ages. 


THE FOURTH SEAL. 


‘‘And when he opened the fourth seal, I heard the 
voice of the fourth living creature saying, Come. 
And I saw, and behold, a pale horse: and he that 
sat upon him, his name was Death; and Hades fol- 
lowed with him. And there was given unto them 
authority over the fourth part of the earth, to kill 
with sword, and with famine, and with death, and 
by the wild beasts of the-earth.’’ (Rev. 6:7, 8.) 


Picture No. 13 illustrates what John saw when the 
fourth seal was opened. A horse appears, in color 
pale like the silent dead. Hades follows, as in 
readiness to receive the victims of some combination 
of powers referred to by the pronoun ¢hem. It is 
apparent to all that the purpose of the great powers 
of the age indicated here was ¢o &z//, in every way 
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that depraved human nature could invent. As Dr. 
Albert Barnes, in commenting on the color of the 
horse, says: ‘‘ From this portion of the symbol, if it 
stood with nothing to limit and define it, we should 
naturally look for some condition of things in which 
death would prevail in a remarkable manner, or in 
which multitudes of human beings would be swept 
away.’ 

The picture represents the rider as using the 
sword to kill, while some were starving, and the 
wild beast is there to do his part of the dreadful 
work. 

Without doubt, the picture, as John describes it, 
is intended to point out a period when multitudes 
would be slain; but who are the victims, and why 
they are slain, is not indicated by the symbols of 
this Seal: and as it is said of the rider of the Red 
Horse that he had power to take peace from the 
eatth, thus showing that the symbols of the First 
Seal were emblems of peace, so we conclude in 
anticipation that the Fifth Seal, when opened, will 
tell who were slain and why they were slain. Let 
us read: ‘‘And when he had opened the Fifth Seal, 
I saw under the altar the souls of them that were 
slain for the word of God, and for the testimony 
which they held.’ (Rev. 6:3). According to this 
reading, true, loyal Christians were the victims of 
the terrible powers here indicated, and they were 
slain for a manifest, heart-felt preference for the 
Word of God. In the former Seal (third) it was 
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indicated that efforts would be made to shut off the 
light of God’s Word, and this Fourth Seal, as ex- 
plained by the Fifth, indicates that there would be 
many during the dark ages who would hold to the 
testimony of Jesus at the sacrifice of their lives, and 
hence there would follow another age of terrible, 
yea, unprecedented persecution. And as we spoke 
of the age symbolized by the Red Horse as that of 
pagan persecution, we denominate the age repre- 
sented by the Pale Horse, his rider Death, and Hell 
following, as that of papal persecution, during which 
the Spanish Inquisition flourished. Gibbon speaks 
of this persecution as follows: 


‘’The Church of Rome defended by violence the 
empire which she had acquired by fraud; a system 
of peace and benevolence was soon disgraced by 
proscriptions, war, massacres, and the institution of 
the holy office. As the reformers were animated by 
the love of civil as well as of religious freedom, the 
Catholic princes connected their own interest with 
that of the clergy, and enforced by fire and the 
sword the terrors of spiritual censures. In the Neth- 
etlands alone, more than one hundred thousand of 
the subjects of Charles V. are said to have suffered 
by the hand of the executioner; and this extraordi- 
nary aimiber.ts attested by Grotiuse’ “2S ane alt 
we ate obliged to submit our belief to the authority 
of Grotius, it must be allowed that the number of 
Protestants who were executed in a single province 
and a single reign, far exceeded that of the primi- 
tive martyrs in the space of three centuries, and of 
the Roman empire.’’? (Gibbon, Vol. II., pp. 84,85.) 
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Another writer, Cummings, testifies as follows: 


‘‘After many individual cases of martyrdom, the 
more sweeping course of a war of extermination was 
taken, and tens of thousands fell by the sword; 
their crime being simply an adherence to the relig- 
jon-or the New “lestament.”? “+ —.. . It is liter= 
ally true that there is no spot, from the summit of 
Calvary itself to the wildest ravines and most seques- 
tered glens of the Cottian Alps, which has not been 
stained with the blood of the saints of God, shed by 
the hands of the apostate Church. No century has 
rolled past, since the establishment of her power, 
which has not witnessed the fagots collected and 
kindled, and the saints burned, by her of whom we 
ate told in this book that she is ‘drunk with the 
blood of saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of 
Wests! 


THE, KIK TE SHAT, 


‘‘And when he opened the fifth seal, I saw under- 
neath the altar the souls of them that had been slain 
for the word of God, and for the testimony which 
they held; and they cried with a great voice, saying, 
How long, O Master, the holy and true, dost thou 
not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell 
on the earth? And there was given them to each 
one a white robe; and it was said unto them, that 
they should rest yet for a little time, until their fel- 
low-servants also and their brethren, which should 
be killed even as they were, should be fulfilled.’’ 


By this time we have discovered that the eye of 
the seer is following the Church in her perilous 
journey down the stream of ages; and as the major- 
ity of true Christians were slain during the fourth 
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period, John saw next in order, as the Fifth Seal 
was opened, the souls of the slain under the Altar. 
The brazen altar of burnt offerings in the Court of 
the Tabernacle, or Jewish Temple, is no doubt here 
referred to, a picture of which may be seen in illus- 
tration No. 14. 

The ashes of victims consumed upon that altar 
would fall down through the grating and would be 
found ‘‘under the altar;’? and hence as the souls of 
the slain were seen ‘‘under the altar’’ in symbol, 
we are told that those who were slain were the 
Lord’s people who had sacrificed their lives as mar- 
tyrs for the truth. 

The seer saw only souls of those who had been 
slain—living souls. The Inquisitors had done 
their worst. ‘They could kill the body, but they . 
could not kill the soul. As man could see them 
they were dead as the victims consumed upon the 
altar, but God, in beautiful imagery, has said of 
them that they are living and still conscious of the 
great injustice done them by the combined powers 
referred to when the fourth seal was opened. 

And the justice and righteousness of their cause 
were beautifully suggested, as ‘‘there was given to 
each one a white robe.’’ That the Church of Christ, 
as the Light of the World, would largely disappear 
in the fifth period of its warfare is plainly indicated 
here, and if we are correct in our interpretation, we 
should expect to see a symbol or symbols of great 
darkness when the sixth seal is opened. 


NO. 14. JEWISH TABERNACLE. 
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CHAPTER AV. 
SIXTH AND SEVENTH SEALS. 


‘¢ And I saw when he opened the sixth seal, and 
there was a great earthquake; and the sun became 
black as sackcloth of hair, and the whole moon be- 
came as blood; and the stars of the heaven fell unto 
the earth, as a fig tree casteth her unripe figs when 
she is shaken of a great wind. Andthe heaven was 
temoved as a scroll when it is rolled up; and every 
mountain and island were moved out of their places. 
And the kings of the earth, and the princes, and the 
chief captains, and the rich, and the strong, and 
every bondman and freeman, hid themselves in the 
caves and in the rocks of the mountains; and they 
say to the mountains and to the rocks, Fall on us, 
and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the 
great day of their wrath is come; and who is able to 
stand?”’ 


The above is a partial representation of symbols, 
designed to indicate the condition of things in the 
world during the sixth period, dating from John’s 
exile, it being only a partial description of the 
sixth seal. Illustration No. 15 is intended to repre- 
sent what is described above. As this seal was 
opened the seer beheld a great earthquake, as the 


picture represents, a mountain broken open, which 
(111) 
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has frequently taken place as the result of an earth- 
quake. ‘The sun is black; the moon has the appear- 
ance of blood; stars are falling; mountains and 
islands are removing from their places, and men of 
every tank are alarmed and suppose that the great 
day of retribution has come. 

What period is now represented? Certainly not 
the end of the world, as this is only the first part of 
the sixth seal, and we should not look for symbols 
of the closing age at least until the seventh seal is 
opened. If the symbolism of the fourth seal repre- 
sents the age of the Inquisition, and if the fifth seal 
represents the church of that age as being almost 
extinct in the world, then to find what is here repre- 
sented we need not consult history back of the four- 
teenth century. Before consulting history at all, let 
us study the picture well. There is a great earth- 
quake. From that we conclude that the age is one 
of storm, commotion and revolution. As mountains 
usually represent kingdoms, and stars symbolize 
rulers, we should look for an age when kingdoms are , 
shaken and rulers fall. As the sun is the great 
source of light, and being veiled as John saw it, an 
age of gross darkness is indicated; and as the moon 
reflects the light of the sun, so the true church re- 
flects the effulgent rays of the Sun of Righteousness, 
and now appearing as blood it may represent Chris- 
tians still suffering as martyrs during an age of war 
and revolution. 

The revolutions that began in the fifteenth cen- 
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tury are doubtless here seen. Mahomet Second 
tesolved to invade Europe A. D. 1451, and Constan- 
tinople being the key to the continent he determined 
at once to besiege it. His monstrous fortress on the 
Bosphorus was built A. D. 1452, and before the close 
of 1453 the great city was pillaged by the Turks. 
The Byzantine Empire had fallen, with all its alli- 
ances, and the advancing Turkish hordes threatened 
the overthrow of all the nations of Europe. The 
emperor of the East was slain. ‘The kings (stars) of 
eastern Europe had one after another fallen, and all 
Europe trembled; and any combination of symbols 
of less significance than that of an earthquake, mov- 
ing mountains, falling stars, etc., would fail to repre- 
sent the commotions and revolutions of that age. 

But we see symbols of darkness as well as of 
revolution. Viewing the sun’s dark face, consider 
the situation. Christianity, in the East, was almost 
entirely obliterated by the Turks and Tartars, and 
tradition, superstition and ecclesiastical despotism 
reigned supreme in western Europe, and the whole 
western continent was enshrouded in pagan dark- 
ness, being as yet unknown to any civilized nation 
on the globe; and considering how very dark zt was, 
we do not wonder that the Spirit of Wisdom veiled 
in sackcloth the great luminary above as a token of 
the world’s midnight. 

In the midst of all this commotion and thick dark- 
ness an angel appears in connection with four other 
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angels, indicating a favorable turn of events, as the 
first part of the seventh chapter describes as follows: 


‘¢ After this I saw four angels standing at the four 
corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the 
earth, that no wind should blow on the earth, or on 
the sea, or upon any tree. And I saw another angel 
ascend from the sunrising, having the seal of the 
living God; and he cried with a great voice to the 
four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth 
and the sea, saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the 
sea, nor the tree, till we shall have sealed the serv- 
ants of our God on their foreheads.’’ (Rev. 7:1, 


2 3.) 

By referring to the illustration No. 15, you see 
this angel having the seal of the living God. 

This angel was heard calling to four other angels, 
that seem to have control of four storm-clouds, say- 
ing: ‘“Hurt nots the: earth,” €tc. ‘till wea have 
sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.’’ 
He brings with him the seal of the living God. And 
now that we may ascertain what turn of events is 
here indicated, we must determine what the seal of 
God is, and what it is to be sealed with it. The fol- 
lowing language will explain it all: ‘‘In whom ye 
also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, after that 
ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of 
promise.’’ (Eph. 2:13.). From this it appears that 
the ‘‘ Gospel of Salvation,’ the ‘‘ Word of Truth,”’ 
which is elsewhere spoken of as the ‘‘ Sword of the 
Spirit,’’ is the seal of God; and that men are sealed 
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when by its influence they are led to believe in or put 
their trust in Christ. As faith is produced by hearing 
and understanding the word of God (Rom. 10:17), 
we can see why they were to be sealed in their FORE- 
HEADS. ‘This symbol in this cluster of emblems 
indicates a turn of events encouraging to all lovers 
of truth; and we believe it represents the first return 
of the rays of light that broke upon a darkened 
world under the bold and fearless preaching of Wic- 
liffe, Jerome of Prague, and John Huss, among the 
morning stars of the Reformation, and followed in 
turn by Luther, Melanchthon, Zwingli, Calvin, and 
their noble contemporaries. 

John informs us that of those sealed there were 
twelve thousand of each of the twelve tribes of 
Israel; and if men are sealed when they hear and 
believe the gospel, and as the result put their trust 
in Christ as their Savior, it becomes apparent that 
twelve of the twenty-four elders did represent the 
twelve patriarchs as they would appear by their de- 
scendants in vast numbers, worshiping Christ as the 
Lamb that was slain; and we are assured by Paul 
that the Jews wll yet accept Christ, as here indi- 
cated. His words are as follows: 


‘¢ And they also, if they abide not still in unbe- 
lief, shall be grafted in; for God is able to graff them 
in again. For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree 
which is wild by nature, and were graffed contrary 
to nature. into a good olive tree; how much more 
shall these, which be the natural branches, be graffed 
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into their own olive tree? For I would not, breth- 
ren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest 
ye should be wise in your own conceits, that blind- 
ness in part is happened to Israel, until the fullness 
of the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall 
be saveds’as it is wiitten..”> (Rout 11324,25:) 


But what is seen just at this point in the way of sym- 
bol? We answer: ‘The same emblems that appeared 
in the first prophetic vision as described in the fourth 
and fifth chapters, viz: the four beasts, the twenty- 
four elders, the great multitude in white robes 
(righteous people), all worshiping the God whom 
angels worship; and the voice of worshipers was 
heard not only in heaven above, but from every side 
of the globe; hence the PEOPLE of the four great 
continents, Jews and Gentiles of all nations, are 
brought out of darkness into the knowledge of the 
gospel in this great millennial age, when Christ will 
truly be ‘‘a light to lighten the Gentiles and the 
glory of his people Israel,’’? described as follows : 

‘¢ After these things I saw, and behold, a great 
multitude, which no man could number, out of evety 
nation, and of all tribes and peoples and tongues, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
arrayed in white robes, and palms in their hands; and 
they cry with a great voice, saying, Salvation unto 
our God which sitteth on the throne, and unto the 
Lamb. And all the angels were standing round 
about the throne, and about the elders and the four 
living creatures, and they fell before the throne on 
their faces, and worshiped God, saying, Amen; bless- 
ing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and 
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honor, and power, and might, be unto our God foz 
ever and ever. Amen. And one of the elders an- 
swered, saying unto me, These which are arrayed in 
the white robes, who are they, and whence came 
they? And I say unto him, My lord, thou knowest. 
And he said to me, These are they which come out 
of the great tribulation, and they washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
Therefore are they before the throne of God; and 
they serve him day and night in his temple; and he 
that sitteth on the throne shall spread his tabernacle 
over them. ‘They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more; neither shall the sun strike upon 
them, nor any heat; for the Lamb which is in the 
midst of the throne shall be their shepherd, and shall 
guide them unto fountains of waters of life; and God 
shall wipe away every tear from their eyes.’’ 
(Chapter 7: 9-17.) 

It is with some difficulty that many readers of 
Revelation can see that the above is a description 
of a condition of things on the earth before the res- 
utrection state, but keeping in mind that it is all 
Imagery—just symbolism, and not prophecy in 
words—and it is very clear that a condition of things 
on the earth prior to the general resurrection is sym- 
bolized. 

The great multitude appear in robes made white 
by being ‘‘washed in the blood of the Lamb.’’ As 
nothing can be made white literally by being washed 
in any literal blood, we see that as blood cleanses 
from sin only by purchasing pardon, the multitudes 
appear as having accepted the salvation that is 


118 3 THE EXILED PROPHET 


offered in the Gospel by complying with the terms 
of the Gospel, and that voluntary acceptance is 
referred to by the expression, ‘‘7hey have washed 
thetr robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb.’? ‘Thus in symbol we are told that in the 
age represented countless multitudes of all nations 
will accept him who is represented as ‘‘the Lamb 
that was slain’’ by their own faith and obedience. 

Being redeemed, they are seen ‘‘in his temple,’’ 
i. e., in his Church, serving him continually. That 
is true of every Christian ow as it wzll be true of 
the countless multitudes in that period of the 
Church’s history when it would be as Daniel the 
Prophet saw it, in the figure of a ‘‘great mountain 
that filled the whole earth’’ (Dan. 2: 35). 

Their entire satisfaction as the redeemed of the 
Lord is most beautifully represented by their not 
‘hungering nor thirsting any more.’’ Why? Let 
Christ’s words, previously spoken, answer: 


‘‘Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shall be filled.’’ (Matt.:5: 
6.) 

“T am that bread of life. Your fathers did eat 
manna in the wilderness, and are dead. ‘This is the 
bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man 
may eat thereof, and not die. Jam the living bread 
which came down from heaven: if any man eat of 
this bread he shall live forever.’’? (John 6: 48-51.) 

‘Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever 
drinketh of this water shall thirst again: But whoso- 
ever drinketh of the water that I shall give him 
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shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give 
him shall be in him a well of water springing up 
into everlasting life.’’ (John 4:13, 14.) 

They had once hungered and were filled with 
righteousness, having eaten the bread of life and 
drank of the living water that Christ gives his fol- 
lowers. ‘They were seen ‘‘before the throne,’’ hav- 
ing ‘‘come to the Throne of Grace,’’ and had found 
‘‘orace to help in time of need’’ (Heb. 4: 16). 

Christ, in the last verse of this glowing descrip- 
tion of that glorious age in the Church’s history, is 
most beautifully symbolized as ‘‘the Lamb,’’ becom- 
ing their ‘‘Shepherd’’ to guide them unto fountains 
of waters of life. They are ‘‘his sheep,’’ and they 
‘hear his voice’’ and ‘‘follow him,’’ as do all true 
Christians zow, and as true believers John sees that 
they are so unspeakably happy that all tears are 
wiped from their eyes. Under the same conditions 
the true Christian is now and has always been as 
happy as John sees that this great multitude will be. 
Peter says of believers: 

‘Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, 
though now ye see #zm not, yet believing, ye rejoice 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory: receiving 
the end of your faith, evex thé salvation of your 
souls. Of which salvation the prophets have en- 
quired and searched diligently, who prophesied of 
the grace that should come unto you’’ (1 Pet. 1:8, 9, 
TO). : 
What will be true of ‘hem, and may be true of us 
now, was true of the Sweet Harpest of Israel when 


he penned these beautiful words: 
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‘“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He 
maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth 
me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: 
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his 
name’s sake. Yea, though I walk through the val- 
ley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for 
thou avé with me; thy rod and thy staff they com- 
fort me. ‘Thou preparest a table before me in the 
presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head 
with oil: my cup runneth over. Surely goodness 
and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.’’ 
(Psa. 223): 


From the above it is apparent that we need not, 
by faith, look away beyond the stars and see the 
redeemed in heaven to find a scene to correspond 
with John’s glowing description, but rather look 
forward to the golden age in the history of the 
Church upon earth. 

All that we have thus far considered indicates 
what must be realized ox the earth before the final 
winding up of temporal things, for up to this time 
the Seventh Seal has not been opened, and the end 
is not reached before the opening of the last Seal. 
Beyond this glorious age there must be another. 
It is described in the twentieth chapter as a little 
season beyond the Millennial age, during which the 
nations will again be deceived after Satan is let 
loose, and the Seventh Seal just touches this period 
as follows: ‘‘And when he had opened the seventh 
seal, there was silence in heaven about the space ot 
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half an hour.’’ ‘This should have been the last verse 
of the seventh chapter, instead of the first verse of 
the eighth chapter; and in that case the description 
of the opening of the Seven Seals would have been 
entirely separate from that of the sounding of the 
Seven Trumpets. 

The expression ‘‘silence in heaven’’ seems to indi- 
‘cate an apparent discontinuance of any direct effort 
upon the part of God to hold the nations in check 
by the power of his word. And rely upon it, it will 
be a very dark time when God is not heard, and we 
rejoice to know that the period is compared to the 
‘‘silence of only half an hour’ and spoken of as that 
of a ‘‘little season.’ Yes! if God is not to be heard, 
and if during that time Satan is to be heard, as he 
goes forth to deceive the nations, let the period be a 
short one; and knowing what is beyond it, we would 
say with John, ‘‘Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.’’ 


CHAPTER VI. 
THE SEVEN TRUMPETS. 


In our previous chapters we have described the 
Church as it would exist, according to prophecy, 
during seven successive periods; and we endeavored 
to show that the symbols seen, as the Seven Seals 
were successively opened, very strikingly repre- 
sented the state of things during the seven periods. 
We saw in the symbols, successively, victory, perse- 
cution, the beginning of darkness, papal persecu- 
tion, the Church almost extinct in the world; an age 
that commenced in darkness, commotion and revo- 
lution; but before it closed the darkness had been 
dispersed, the storm had abated, and a song of praise 
to the living God was heard resounding from island 
to island, from continent to continent, from sea to 
sea, and from all the hosts of heaven; and lastly, a 
_ dark period of short duration preceding the final vic- 
tory over the last enemy, Death. 

We shall now consider another series of sym- 
bols, described in part as follows: 


“And I saw the seven angels which stand before 
God: and there were given unto them seven trum- 
pets. And another angel came and stood over the 
altar, having a golden censer; and there was given 
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unto him much incense, that he should add it unto 
the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar 
which was before the throne. And the smoke of the 
incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up be- 
fore God out of the angel’s hand. And the angel 
taketh the censer; and he filled it with the fire of 
the altar, and cast it upon the earth: and there fol- 
lowed thunders, and voices, and lightnings, and an 
earthquake.”’ 


The above is illustrated, No. 16. In this vis- 
ion seven angels appeared, and to each a Trumpet 
was given, 2. é., an instrument through which a 
loud call, or report is made. John, observing that 
the Angels are seven in number, and knowing the 
ordinary use of the Trumpet, would conclude that 
important events are to be announced, as by heralds, 
as they would successively transpire during seven 
successive ages; but before any report is made, 
another Angel appears, not with a Trumpet, but 
having in his hand a golden censer. He appears as 
Jewish priests had done from the days of Moses at 
the Altar of Incense, as may be seen in illustration 
No. 14. ‘‘And burns much incense.’’ ‘The altar of 
incense stood near the veil separating the Holy Place 
from the Holy of Holies. In the Holy of Holies 
was the Ark of the Covenant, and its lid being the 
Mercy Seat, was overshadowed by the Cherubim. In 
the Shekinah or flame upon the Mercy Seat the be- 
lieving Jew recognized the symbol of God’s presence: 
hence to stand at the altar of incense was to be be- 
fore the earthly throne of God, in the mind of the 
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believing Jew. Hence, among all nations the Jews 
would always worship with their faces toward Jeru- 
salem. See Daniel, 6th chapter, forexample. This 
Angel stood before the ‘‘Golden Altar,’’ hence, cer- 
tainly not as some have supposed, at the Altar of 
Burnt Offering, which was located in the court out- 
side of the Tabernacle, and it was made of brass, 
and hence was not the Golden Altar ‘‘which was 
before the throne.’’ Hence we conclude, without 
doubt, that the Altar of Incense is referred to, and 
as ‘‘much incense was given unto him,’’ which he 
offered with the prayers of the saints, we can under- 
stand the significance of the symbolic act. The 
ptayers of the Lord’s people were supposed to be 
made acceptable by the burning of incense at the 
Golden Altar, first in the Tabernacle, and afterward 
in the Temple; hence we conclude that what John 
saw just at this juncture indicated an age when the 
prayers of God’s people were acceptably heard; but 
what age is represented, and what the saints were 
praying for, can be determined only by what fol- 
lowed. ‘The Angel, after offering the incense, filled 
the censer ‘‘with fire of ‘the altar, and cast it into 
the earth;’’ and fite from the altar before the throne 
of God, sent in answer to acceptable prayer, cer- 
tainly represents a power for good. 

The good results which followed were indi- 
cated by what John just then heard and saw, viz: 
‘‘Voices, thunderings, lightnings, and an _ earth- 
quake.’’ In the aggregate this amounts to saying 
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that langnage was heard or words were uttered by a 
plurality of tongues, and the report, like thunder, 
was beyond all human control; and like lightning, 
it had a telling effect which amounted to a mighty 
revolution, hence compared to an earthquake. We 
see in this grand imagery a representation of the 
Apostolic Age, when the Gospel, God’s power unto 
salvation, was boldly preached with telling effect 
under the guidance of the ‘‘Holy Spirit sent down 
from above’’ (1 Pet. 1:22). Bloomfield, in notes 
on the Greek Testament, comments as follows: 


‘“The symbolic action of casting the contents of 
the golden censer upon earth, naturally paves the 
way for the representation of the effects of the Gospel 
thus sent, in producing commotions upon earth.”’ 


By multitudinous tongues was the Gospel pro- 
claimed; and as it is not in the power of man to 
hush the rolling thunders, so all the alliances of 
earth and hell failed to prevent its being preached; 
and a revolution unprecedented was the grand 
result; and those who heard and believed imagined 
that the time was at hand when ‘‘the earth should 
be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea’’ (Isa. 11:9). The consuming 
fire referred to in Luke 12: 49 was kindled, and the 
sword of the Spirit referred to in Matt. 10: 34 was 
wielded with great success, and an aggressive war- 
fare was waged against all error. In short, the 
army of the Lord was in motion and the conflict of 
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ages was begun; hence the Angels with their war 
trumpets prepared themselves Zo sound. 

We anticipate a little by saying that the Seven 
Angels, described by the most significant symbolism, 
the great conflict between true and false religion 
during several successive ages, the Seventh Angel 
describing the ultimate victory of Christ through 
the Gospel, in the words: ‘‘The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of 
his Christ’? (Rev. 11:15). Dean Woodhouse says: 
‘In these visions of the Trumpets, whose meaning 
can be most accurately ascertained, the Christian 
Church is evidently the object of assault.’? Bloom- 
field and other noted writers have expressed the 
same idea. 

As the Angels in order are heard from, they 
seem to call into view the various opposing powers 
and the instrumentalities that would be brought 
into reqtisition in an endeavor to overthrow the 
true Church. Now, keep it in mind that the 
Church, as the Lord’s army, is advancing. ‘The 
First Angel will describe the nature of the first 
opposition. 

THE FIRST TRUMPET. 

‘(And the seven angels which had the seven trum- 
pets prepared themselves to sound. And the first 
sounded, and there followed hail and fire, mingled 
with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and 
a third part of the earth was burnt up, and the third 


part of the trees was burnt up, and all green grass 
was burmtsip: 2°) (8:6,27.) 
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See Illustration, No. 17. From the above we see, 
as it is indicated in the picture, that when the First 
Angel sounded there followed a storm, a ¢errzble 
storm, not of water distilled from the clouds, but of 
hatl, fire and blood; and green trees and green grass 
(symbols of life) were consumed. The sweet harp- 
ist of Israel finds in a green ‘“‘tree planted by the 
tivers of water, as it brings forth fruit in its season,’’ 
and with its never withering leaf, a fit symbol of a 
truly righteous man; and hence this storm repre- 
sents the persecution of the early ages of the Church 
that followed the successful preaching of the Gospel. 
The trees that were burned up were not the dead ones, 
but the green ones; and that shows that none but 
true Christians were the victims of this storm. And 
who does not know that Satan’s first attempt to pre- 
vent the spread of the Gospel was by means of per- 
secution; burning, stoning and bleeding Christians 
to death, as here indicated? 


THE SECOND TRUMPET. 


‘‘And the second angel sounded, and as it were a 
great mountain burning with fire was cast into the 
sea: and the third part of the sea became blood; 
and there died, the third part of the creatures which 
were in the sea, even they that had life; and the 
third part of the ships was destroyed.’’ (8:8, 9.) 


See illustration, No. 18. ‘The effort to overthrow 
the Church by persecution failed to even weaken the 
cause of true religion, and hence as the Second 
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Angel sounds, a second device is strikingly seen in 
emblem—as our picture represents—a great burning 
mountain falls into the sea. Just think of it! a 
mountain—a GREAT mountain—that mountain oz 
fire, going down into the sea! The picture suggests 
that an event of great moment in the history of the 
Church, or the World, or both, is here represented; 
but it is only symbol we see. No literal mountain 
was ever yet cast into the sea, nor will such an event 
ever literally transpire, hence the inquiry naturally 
arises, What is represented? what does the moun- 
tain symbolize? and what is the sea an emblem of? 
A mountain as a symbol in prophetic writings inva- 
riably represents a kingdom; a burnt mountain rep- 
resents a kingdom consumed or overthrown, and a 
burning mountain is an emblem of a kingdom in 
decline (Jer. 51:24, 25); and in this case represents 
Rome in its decline. 

By reading the 15th verse of the 17th chapter, 
we discover that the water or sea represents a 
body of people, composed of ‘‘ peoples, mulitudes 
and nations,’’ and hence amounts to a great univer- 
sal Church ; and knowing that the leading, ruling 
spirits of declining Rome entered the Church at a 
time when the Church was seemingly in the ascend- 
ency throughout the Empire, we see in the picture 
a representation of what some have called the first 
union of Church and State in the days of Constan- 
tine the Great. 
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The result of this alliance is indicated by what 
followed in the vision, viz.: 

‘The third part of the sea became blood: and the 
third part of the creatures which were in the sea, 


and had life, died: andthe third part of the ships 
was destroyed.’ 


We see by these symbolic sayings that the 
Church from that time imbibed in a degree the 
blood-shedding spirit of pagan Rome. ‘This is indi- 
cated by the sea in part becoming blood, and that it 
lost one-third of its sferztual life and prosperity. 
This is intimated by the going down of the ships, 
and began to die as the one-third part of what was 
in the sea having life died. Thus it appears that 
the Second Angel describes a turn of events which 
affected the Church for the worse, especially in 
Europe. Persecution often fails to lead astray, while 
flattery succeeds. Doubtless, Constantine and his 
associates, and their contemporaries, viewed Chris- 
tianity in the light of statesmen, and acted in ac- 
cordance with~ their own interests, while Satax 
meant through them to flatter the Church into sub- 
mission. 


DEE PAIR D: DRUMPET, 


*¢ And the third angel sounded, and there fell from 
heaven a great star, burning asa torch, and it fell 
upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the foun- 
tains of the waters; and the name of the star is 
called wormwood ; and the third part of the waters 
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became wormwood; and many men died of the 
waters, because they were made bitter.’’ (8: 10,11.) 
(See illustration No. 19, left side. ) 


As the third angel sounds, a great Star, having 
the appearance of a ‘‘ burning lamp,’ descends 
through the atmosphere. It falls upon the rivers and 
fountains of waters.. The waters become bitter, are 
poisoned, and asa result many die. A Star in this 
book usually represents a ruler of some kind ; and if 
nothing was said more than that a Star was seen, we 
might conclude that some great military chieftain 
like Atilla, the Hun, was referred to, as some have 
supposed ; but from all that we have ever read of 
this bloody barbarian from the North, we fail to see 
why a star to represent him should have the appear- 
ance of a lighted lamp. A burning lamp suggests 
the idea of light; and hence to identify what is 
here symbolized, we must finda great ruler, whose 
especial claim was that of being a /zght,; and such a 
ruler appeared when Mohammed arose, and claimed 
to be the great Prophet of God. As the Church in 
Europe was seriously affected during the fourth and 
fifth centures by what was symbolized as the Second 
Angel sounded; so in Asia and north Africa the 
cause of truth received a staggering blow during a 
later period, as Mohammedanism with its withering 
effects advanced and was firmly established in those 
patts of the world which are often spoken of as 
Bible lands. It triumphed in the land of the Patri- 
archs. It flourished where the Saviour lived and 
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died, and where the holy Apostles first preached. It 
has been, and still is, the religion of that country 
where Eden’s flowers bloomed and man in his prime- 
val state conversed with his Maker, God. ‘The ex- 
pression ‘‘ rivers and fountains of waters’’ seems to 
point out the locality to be most affected by this 
lamp-like Star. We identify this Star Wormwood 
as a symbol of Mohammed: (1) By its having the 
appearance of a lamp; (2) by its appearing after 
the symbol of the union of Church and State; (3) 
by the location affected; (4) by the bitter, poisonous 
effects produced. 

Knowing the effect of what transpired in Europe 
during the fourth and fifth centuries in connection 
with the effect of Mohammedanism in Asia, we 
should expect next to see symbols of darkness. The 
light of the Church was certainly becoming dim 
about that time. 


THE FOURTH TRUMPET. 


‘‘And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part 
of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the 
moon, and the third part of the stars; that the third 
part of them should be darkened, and the day 
should not shine for the third part of it, and the 
night in like manner.’? (8:12.) (See illustration 
No. 19, right hand. ) 


From the above, and as indicated by our picture, 
as the fourth trumpet sounded, John saw in vision an 
eclipse of one third part of all classes of Nature’s 
luminaries, and when the sun, moon and stars are 
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even pattially eclipsed, we could not expect to enjoy 
more than a dim, hazy light. In this John would 
see the dark ages coming on, the causes having been 
previously seen in emblem. 


THE FIFTH TRUMPET. 


‘(And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star 
from heaven fallen unto the earth: and there was 
given to him the key of the pit of the abyss. And 
he opened the pit of the abyss; and there went up a 
smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great fur- 
nace; and the sun and the air were darkened by rea- 
son of the smoke of the pit.’’ (9:1.) (See illus- 
tration No. 20.) 


From the above, it appears that as the fifth 
angel sounded, another Star was seen descending 
through the heavens, and to 7zm—z. e., some great 
ruling spirit—was given the key of the bottom- 
less pit. We understand that this pz¢ is a sym- 
bol of the great prison where darkness and in- 
iquity exist. When it is open, the elements of dis- 
cord and darkness prevail, and when it is closed, 
peace is restored and light prevails. The ruler sym- 
bolized by this fallen Star has received the key of 
this pit; and John would understand by this that it 
would now be optional with this ruler whether Zzgh¢ 
ot darkness prevailed in the future. He saw him 
open that abyss, and at once there arose a great 
black smoke out of the pit, and the seer tells us that 
‘‘the sun and the air were darkened by reason of 
the smoke of the pit’? (Rev. 9:2). It is very dark, 
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indeed, when the air is so full of smoke that the 
light of the sun is shut off. Now, whatever or who- 
ever is represented by that Star is charged with 
bringing gross darkness upon the world; but who, 
or what it was, remains yet to be seen. 

Before attempting to convict any one of this 
charge, we would state just here, that by reading 
the 16th chapter, we discover that the Seven Angels 
come out again; and each receives, instead of a 
‘Trumpet, a Vial or bowl, the contents of which rep- 
resent ‘‘the wrath of God.’’? Bloomfield, Dean 
Woodhouse, Dr. Burton, and others tell us that ‘‘by 
the pouring out of these Vials there is represented the 
punishment inflicted upon the enemies and persecut- 
ors of the Church.’? Each Angel poured out his 
Vial upon the symbol described, as his Trumpet 
sounded, as we see by comparing the chapters de- 
scribing each. 


TEXTS IN 8TH AND 9TH CHAPTERS. TEXTS IN I6TH CHAPTER. 


And the first sounded, and And the first went, and 


there followed hail and fire, 
mingied with blood, and they 
were cast upon the earth: 

And the second angel sound- 
ed, and as it were a great 
mountain burning with fire 
was cast into the sea. 


And the third angel sounded, 
and there fell from heaven a 
great star, burning as a torch, 
and it fell upon the third part 
of the rivers, and upon the 
fountains of the waters: 


poured out his bowl into the 
earth. 


And the second poured out 
his bowl- into the sea; and-it 
became blood as of a dead 
man; and every living soul 
died, even the things that were 
in the sea. 

Aud the third poured out his 
bowl into the rivers and the 
fountains of the waters; and it 
became blood. 
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And the fourth angel sound- 
ed, and the third part of the 
sun was smitten, and the third 
part of the moon, and the 
third part of the stars; that the 
third part of them should be 
darkened, and the day should 
not shine for the third part of 
it, and the night in like man- 


ner. 

And the fifth angel sounded, 
and I sawa star from heaven 
fallen unto the earth: and 
there was given to him the key 
of the pit of the abyss. And 
he opened the pit of the abyss; 
and there went up asmoke out 
of the pit, as the smoke of a 
great furnace; and the sun and 
the air were darkened by rea- 
son of the smoke of the pit. 

And the sixth angel sound- 
ed, and I heard a voice from 
the horns of the golden altar 
which is before God, one say- 
ing to the sixth angel, which 
had the trumpet, Loose the 
four angels which are bound 
at the great river Euphrates. 
And the four angels were 
loosed, which had been pre- 
pared for the hour and day and 
month and year, that they 
should kill the third part of 
men. 

And the seventh angel 
sounded; and there followed 
great voices in heaven, and 
they said, The kingdom of the 
world is become the kingdom 
of our Lord, and his Christ: 
and he shall reign for ever and 
ever. 
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And the fourth poured out 
his bowl upon the sun; and it 
was given unto it to scorch 
men with fire. And men were 
scorched with great heat. 


And the fifth poured out his 
bowl upon the throne of the 
beast; and his kingdom was 
darkened. 


And the sixth poured out his 
bowl upon the great river, the 
river Euphrates. 


‘ 


And the seventh poured out 
his bowl upon the air; and 
there came forth a great voice 
out of the temple, from the 
throne, saying, It is done: and 
there were lightnings, and 
voices, and thunders; and there 
was a great earthquake, such 
as was not since there were 
men upon the earth. 
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By comparing the texts as the two lists are ar- 
ranged, the reader will see that one list describes 
forces, elements, or powers, and-that the other de- 
scribes the destiny of the same, and the language 
describing both is almost identical except in the 
fifth description. Instead of saying ‘‘ Pit of the 
abyss’’ as in the first list, the text in the second list 
says ‘‘ Throne of the Beast,’? which makes the 
Beast identical with the power that opened the pit. 
Then let it be remembered that the ruler of dark- 
ness, seen in emblem as the Fifth Trumpet sounded, 
may be identified by determining what power is 
symbolized by the Beast of the Apocalypse. And 
that we may identify it, we examine the description 
of it as given in the thirteenth chapter as follows: 


‘“‘And I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, 
having ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns 
ten diadems, and upon his heads names of blas- 
phemy. And the beast which I saw was like unto a 
leopard, and his feet were as ¢he feet of a bear, and 
his mouth as the mouth of a lion. And the dragon 
gave him his power, and his throne, and great 
authority?" >o (rai, 25.) 

A picture of this Beast may be seen by turning to 
illustration No. 28. It was seen by the seer coming 
up out of the sea, and as indicated in the picture it 
has seven heads and ten horns. A further descrip- 
tion of it is found in the seventeenth chapter, where 
of the heads it is said, they are seven mountains on 
which the woman sitteth, and there are seven kings. 
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We might conclude that the kings of seven literal 
kingdoms were represented by the seven heads, but 
for the fact that they were allattached to the body of 
one Beast, showing that to have an entire description 
or history of one great power, seven descriptions 
must be given. ‘Those who have studied Roman 
history will remember that their lessons in regular 
order were, first, about Rome as a Kingdom; second, 
Rome under Consuls; third, Rome under Dictators; 
fourth, Rome under Decemvirs; fifth, Rome under 
Military Tribunes; sixth, Rome as an Empire; sev- 
enth, Rome as a Dukedom, as it was established 
under the Exarchate of Ravenna. And, as to rep- 
resent a power in allits forms of government, the 
one Beast exhibits seven heads, we conclude that 
the great Roman government in all its forms of gov- 
ernment is here seen in emblem. 

John states that five of the seven had fallen, that 
the sixth then existed, and that the seventh had not 
come into existence when he wrote (Rev. 17: 10); 
and knowing that Rome existed as an Empire, as 
the sixth form of government, when John wrote; 
and that as an Empire it» went down A. D. 476, and 
that the Dukedom, z. e., the seventh form of gov- 
ernment, was subsequently established, we are quite 
confident that the seven heads represent the seven 
forms of Roman government. An eighth was seen 
to come up and receive the power or authority of 
the seventh (Rev. 17: 11). We quote the language 
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of Dr. Barnes as expressing what we believe to be a 
correct interpretation of this verse: 


‘‘TIf the explanations above given are correct, 
there can be no difficulty in the application of this 
to the Papal power: for (1) all this power was con- 
centrated in the Papacy, for all that revived or pro- 
longed Roman power, that had now passed into the 
Papacy, constituting that mighty dominion which 
was to be set up for so many centuries over what 
had been the Roman world.’’ Seethe statements of 
Mr Gibbon. (ie 207-271). 4" *-* (2), ‘This wag 
an cighth power or form of administration, for it was 
different, in many respects, from that of the kings, 
the consuls, the dictators, the decemvirs, the military 
tribunes, the emperors, and the dukedom, although it 
comprised substantially the power of all.’’ 


It is claimed by Roman Catholic writers tnat ‘‘the 
Pontificate’? amounts to a resuscitation of the old 
Empire; and as the Dukedom was the seventh, the 
Papacy must answer to the eighth. We here intro- 
duce the language of Augustine Steuchus, a Roman 
Catholic writer, as quoted in the Notes on that 
verse: 

‘“’The empire having been overthrown, unless God 
had raised up the Pontzficate, Rome, resuscitated and 
restored by none, would have become uninhabitable, 
and been thenceforward a most foul habitation of 
cattle. But in the Pontificate it revived as with a 
second birth; in empire or magnitude not indeed 
equal to the old empire, but its form not very dis- 
similar; because all nations, from East and from 
West, venerate the Pope, not otherwise than they 
before obeyed the emperor.’’ 
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Gibbon gives a full account of the overthrow of 
the Exarchate of Ravenna (the Dukedom), and of 
the establishment of the Pontificate, and concludes 
his description as follows: 


‘’The splendid donation was granted in supreme 
and absolute dominion, and the world beheld for the 
jirst time a Christian bishop invested with the pre- 
rogatives of a temporal prince: the choice of magis- 
trates, the exercise of justice, the imposition of taxes, 
and the wealth of the palace of Ravenna’’ (Gibbon’s 
Decline and Fall, ValoV7.p.. 32) 


After describing the fraud that was practiced to 
induce the people to acknowledge the Pope as tem- 
poral ruler, he says: 


‘’The Sovereignty of Rome no longer depended on 
the choice of a fickle people; andthe successors of 
St. Peter and Constantine were invested with the 
purple and prerogatives of the Cesars’’ (p. 34). 


The Pontificate, as above described, was estab- 
lished about the middle of the eighth century. 
Wharey records the event as follows: 


‘In the year 755, Pepin, king of the Franks, at 
the solicitation of Pope Stephen II., marched with 
an army into Italy, conquered Aistulphus, king of 
the Lombards, who had laid seige to Rome, wrested 
from him the Exarchate of Ravenna, and the Pen- 
tapolis, and with amazing liberality, bestowed them 
upon St. Peter and his church; thereby constituting 
the Pope a prince and civil ruler, as well as spiritual 
head of the church. ‘This grant, Charlemagne, the 
son and successor of Pepin, in 774, confirmed and 
enlarged.”’ 
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The king of the bottomless pit being identical 
with the Beast which we have now identified, turns 
out to be a temporal power ruling from the seat of 
the Cesars. It wasa fallen star that received the 
key of the pit; and it wasa fallen Bishop who ac- 
cepted the right to rule as a temporal prince in the 
room of the Czesars, professedly in the name of Him 
who said, ‘‘My kingdom is nov of this world.” 
The key of the pit gave power to open the abyss 
that smoke might arise and exclude the light of the 
stn; so temporal power made it possible for a fallen 
bishop to enshroud the world in darkness by legaliz- 
ing traditions, superstitions, the decision of councils, 
and all the acts of an apostate Church. 

Out of this smoke came a great swarm of locusts, 
described as follows: 

‘‘And out of the smoke came forth locusts upon 
the earth; and power was given them, as the scor- 
pions of the earth have power. And it was said 
unto them that they should not hurt the grass of the 
earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree, but 
only such men as have not the seal of God on their 
foreheads. And it was given them that they should 
not kill them, but that they should be tormented 
five months; and their torment was as the torment 
of a scorpion, when it striketh a man. And in 
those days men shall seek death, and shall in no 
wise find it: and they shall desire to die, and death 
fleeth from them. And the shapes of the locusts 
were like unto horses prepared for war; and upon 
their heads as it were crowns like unto gold, and 
their faces were as men’s faces. And they had hair 
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as the hair of women, and their teeth were as che 
teeth of lions. And they had breastplates, as it were 
breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings 
was as the sound of chariots, of many horses rush- 
ing to war. And they have tails like unto scor- 
pions, and stings; and in their tails is their power to 
hurt men five months. They have over them as 
king the angel of the abyss; his name in Hebrew is 
Abaddon, and in the Greek songue he hath the name 
Apollyon. 


Whom or what do they represent, and what is 
their mission? is now the question. 

They do not represent literal locusts, for such do 
hurt literal grass and other green things. 

They appear as zztellectual locusts having faces 
like men. 

They represent counterfeit Characters, wearing 
crowns that only look lke gold. 

They represent, by the sound of their wings, blus- 
tering, pretentious characters. 

They injure by poisoning (see roth verse). 

They injure uninstructed persons and not true liv- 
ing Christians (4th verse). 

They are sent out and governed by the king of 
the bottomless pit, and hence they symbolize the 
false teachers that appeared in vast numbers during 
the darkest period of Papal usurpation. 

' A more elaborate description of this darkening 
tuler and his hosts will be found in comments on 
the 13th chapter. 
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‘‘And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a 
voice from the horns of the golden altar which is 
before God, one saying to the sixth angel, which had 
the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound 
at the great river Euphrates. And the four angels 
were loosed, which had been prepared for the hour 
and day and month and year, that they should kill 
the third part of men. And the number of the 
armies of the horsemen was twice ten thousand times 
ten thousand; I heard the number of them. And 
thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that 
sat on them, having breastplates as of fire and of 
hyacinth and of brimstone; and the heads of the 
horses are as the heads of lions; and out of their 
mouths proceedeth fire and smoke and brimstone. 
By these three plagues was the third of men killed, 
by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone, which 
proceeded out of their mouths. For the power of 
the horses is in their mouth, and in their tails; for 
their tails are like unto serpents, and have heads; 
and with them they do hurt. And the rest of man- 
kind, which were not killed with these plagues, 
repented not of the works of their hands, that they 
should not worship devils, and the idols of gold, and 
of silver, and of brass, and of stone, and of wood; 
which can neither see, nor hear, nor walk; and they 
repented not of their murders, nor of their sorceries, 
nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts.’’ (Rev. 
9:13-21.) 

(741) 
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The above represents the sixth period, and from 
the description given it is clearly indicated that in 
part, at least, it would be a period of commotion and 
revolution. Our illustration of the above is No. a1. 
A gteat army is seen, numbering 200,000,000. It 
appears as an army in which cavalry is conspicuous, 
and the mission of the army is to slay ‘‘the one- 
third part of men,’’ and it has an exact period of 
time in which to begin and complete its deadly work, 
viz: an hour, a day, a month, and a year. Allow- 
ing 365 1-4 days for a year, a period of 396 1-4 days 
is indicated, and allowing one day to represent a 
year, as it usually does in prophetic writings, the 
exact time indicated would be 396 years and 4 
months. But for the time limit being so exact we 
might conclude that an indefinite period is symbol- 
ized, as in the twentieth chapter 1,000 years is no 
doubt named to indicate a long period of indefinite 
or unknown length, but a period represented with 
such exactness cannot be so considered. If the event 
symbolized is past, there was a time when the army 
described first began to move, and if its work is 
already done, the time when it was accomplished 
may be ascertained. From the number composing 
the army (200,000,000), some have concluded that 
the prophet saw a time wheu the entire fighting 
force of the world was seen called into action at the 
same time, and as 200,000,000 would be about the 
fighting force of the world to-day, they conclude 
that we are now living in the period indicated. 
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‘Others conclude that the 200,000,000 would not all 
be engaged at the same time, but counting from the 
time the army begins to move out from the Eu- 
phrates until its work is done, 396 years and 4 
months later, the 200,000,000 would be engaged, 
and usually those holding the latter view conclude 
that the event spoken of in history as the Saracen 
invasion or conquest is represented. Dr. Albert 
Barnes in his notes gives an elaborate description of 
the wars which resulted in the overthrow of the 
Eastern Roman Empire, and which threatened the 
very existence of all the nations of Europe, and 
gives lengthy quotations from Gibbon and other his- 
torians, and B. W. Johnson, in Vision of the Ages, 
has reproduced the evidences collated by Barnes, 
which seems to make it clear that the event follow- 
ing the establishment of the Pontificate in Europe 
was the Saracen conquest in the East, the result of 
which was the placing more firmly than ever before 
the religion of Mahomet in western Asia and eastern 
Europe, thus extinguishing almost entirely the last 
lingering rays of the Gospel of the Sun of Right- 
eousness in the East, as the same result followed the 
final union of church and state in Europe, described 
in symbol as the fifth trumpet sounded. 


The following from ‘‘Vision of the Ages,’’ is 
worthy of consideration: 
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THE BOUND ANGELS. 


‘CA few years before the thousandth year of the 
Christian era, a fierce Tartar race, formidable by 
numbers and bravery, left their seats east of the 
Caspian Sea and moved southwestward, until they 
rested upon the river Euphrates. A vast region of 
country east of that river fell before their arms. 
Persia became one of their provinces, and India, as 
far as the ocean, was subjected to theirsway. But 
for two generations they ‘were bound by the river 
Euphrates,’ and, lying upon its eastern banks, their 
armies were restrained by the river from ravaging 
the countries that lie to the west. Though origin- 
ally idolaters, they had accepted the Mahometan 
religion which they found in the countries which 
they had conquered in central Asia, and pretended 
to receive orders from the successor of Mahomet who 
sat upon the throne at Bagdad, while really under- 
mining his power. After being dound on the east 
of the Euphrates, with the stream for the western 
limits of their power for a period of half a century, 
in the year 1055 they occupied the city of Bagdad, 
and their leader was invested by the feeble Caliph 
with a commission to cross the Euphrates as his 
lieutenant, and to wage a religious war, in order to 
reduce the regions lying to the northwest to a belief 
in the Koran. This appointment took place in 
1057, and in that same year, szx¢y years after their 
appearance upon the east bank of that stream, after 
being dound for two generations, they crossed the 
Euphrates and marched upon the eastern Roman 
Empire. ‘This people were called the Turkomans 
or Turkmans; we call them the 7urks. 

‘Tt is thus seen that a people who have made a 
remarkable figure in the history of the last eight 
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hundred years were ‘bound’ at the Euphrates fora 
half century before they commenced that invasion of 
western Asia and Europe which has made them 
known to Christendom. As yet we have no explana- 
tion of the fact that there were four angels. This 
would imply, in some way, four powers. It is 
remarkable that this people were divided into four 
bodies, which formed four kingdoms, under the four 
grandsons of the leader who established the empire 
of the Turks in western Asia. The prince who was 
commissioned by the Caliph to attack the Greek 
Empire was named Togrul, but dying, his son Alp 
Arslan led the Turks across the Euphrates, and 
when he was slain in battle, he was succeeded by 
Malek Shah. If the reader will open at the 532d 
page of Gibbon, Vol. V., he will find that the 
mighty empire of Malek Shah was divided into four 
principalities, under his four sons, which are de- 
scribed by the historian under the names of Persia, 
Kerman or India, Syria, Roum or Asia Minor, 
extending from the shores of the Indian Ocean to 
the Mediterranean. There are then four angels or 
messengers of destruction.”’ 


As we have said, cavalry appears, from John’s 
description, to predominate, and the following from 
Gibbon seemingly makes it more certain that Turk- 
ish hosts were seen by him in the vision: 

“The myriads of Turkish horse overspread a 


frontier of six hundred miles, from Tauris to Erze- 
roum, and the blood of six hundred and thirty thous- 


and Christians was a grateful sacrifice to the Ara- 


bian prophet.’ Vol. V., page 512. Again, page 
515: ‘‘On the report of this bold invasion, which 


pie) 
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threatened his hereditary dominions, Alp Arslan 
fled to the scene of action at the head of forty thous- 
and horse.’’ Again, on page 525: ‘‘The valiant 
Soliman, accompanied by his four brothers, passed 
the Euphrates. The Turkish camp was soon seated 
in the neighborhood of Kataish, in Phrygia, and his 
flying calvary laid waste the country as far as the 
Hellespont and the Black Sea.’’ 


They accomplished their deadly work by a power 
ot force never before seen by John, and he described 
it only as it appeared to him. ‘To John it seemed 
that men were killed by fire, smoke and brimstone, 
described as follows: 


““By these three plagues was the third part of 
men killed, by the fire and the smoke and the brim- 
stone, which proceeded out of their mouths. For 
the power of the horses is in their mouth, and in 
their tails; for their tails are like unto serpents, and 
have heads; and with them they do hurt.”’ 


Thus he saw and described the advancing cavalry, 
and, as it appears to him, fire, smoke and brim- 
stone proceed from the horses’ mouths. He sees 
the retreating cavalry or the flying artillery, and 
fire, smoke and brimstone go from behind them, and 
he declares that by these three was the third part of 
men killed, z. e., by the fire, the smoke and the 
brimstone. This would be a fine, graphic descrip- 
tion of a battle of the nineteenth century, as well as 
a battle of the fourteenth or fifteenth century, when 
gunpowder was first introduced as a means of suc- 
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cessful warfare by the army that emanated from the 
Euphrates. 

Concerning the time B. W. Johnson writes as 
follows: 


“Tt has been already shown that the prophetic 
period is three hundred and ninety-six years and 
four months, and it must evidently begin at the time 
when the angels were ‘loosed’ in order to commence 
their work. It was in the year 1057 that the Turk- 
ish armies crossed the river and assailed the Empire. 
By the beginning of the next century their con- 
quests extended to the Hellespont, and embraced all 
that portion of the world now portrayed upon the 
maps as Turkey in Asia. Then came the mighty 
uprising of Europe in the Crusades, which for the 
time beat back the torrent of Moslem invasion and 
tecovered a portion of Asia. Between Europe and 
Asia the contest continued for two centuries, when 
Europe, weary of the fruitless struggle, abandoned 
the attempt, and the Turkish, Empire, re-organized 
with the Ottoman Turks in power, passed over into 
Europe. ‘The Eastern Empire was soon shorn of all 
its territories and reduced to the city of Constanti- 
nople. In the year 1453, assailed by two hundred 
thousand Turks, its walls battered down by the first 
cannon ever used in a siege, one hundred thousand 
of its citizens lying dead upon the ramparts, it was 
stormed by the Turks, and the last relic of the 
mighty empire which had existed for two thousand 
two hundred years was swept away forever. ‘The 
work wasdone. The Empire fell in 1453. In 1057 
the work began by the passage of the Euphrates. 
‘The interval between is three hundred and ninety- 
six years! 
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‘“This remarkable prophecy is still more exact. 
The reader cannot fail to note the particularity of 
its language. The four angels were prepared for a 
work that was to last ax hour, and a day, and a 
month, and a year, or as we have found, a period of 
three hundred and ninety-six years and four months. 
Early in January, 1057, the Turks marched out of 
Bagdad on their career of conquest. On the 29th 
day of May, 1453, they stormed Constantinople and 
ended the Empire, or three hundred and ninety-six 
years and four months, lacking a few days, from the 
time when they entered upon their work and crossed 
the Euphrates!”’ 


From the facts thus elucidated we conclude that 
the revolutions growing out of what is often men- 
tioned by ‘historians as the Saracen invasion and 
conquest are what was seen by John as the Sixth 
Trumpet sounded. 

Although the millions were slain during those 
terrible ages of deadly war and revolution, the direct 
result was not to make men better. The seer says: 

‘And the rest of mankind, which were not killed 
with these plagues, repented not of the works of 
their hands, that they should not worship devils, 
and the idols of gold, and of silver, and of brass, 
and of stone, and of wood; which can neither see, 
nor hear, nor walk; and they repented not of their 


murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornica- 
tion, nor of their thefts.’’ 


It is true, as is here plainly intimated, that carnal 
weapons will never reform the world, and it is also 
true that war with carnal weapons (as in this case 
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we shall see) often prepares the way for great 
reformatory movements. The Ottomans learned, 
after nearly 400 years of war, that they could not 
establish the religion of Mahomet among the nations 
of Europe, and the nominal Christians of Europe 
learned that they could not with carnal weapons, 
nor by any other weapons, secure an acknowledg- 
ment of the high and fraudulent claims of his so- 
called Holiness in the east. In short, Catholicism 
was pitted against Mahometanism. Neither was 
master of the situation, except on its own ground, 
and both stood in holy horror of the other, and each 
was weakened by the other, and a condition of 
things followed which opened the way for the revo- 
lutions and reformations of the sixteenth and seven- 
teenth centuries, as the symbols described in the 
roth and 11th chapters will indicate. 


CHAPTER VIII. 
THE SIXTH TRUMPET—CONTINUED. 


‘¢ And I saw another strong angel coming down 
out of heaven, arrayed witha cloud; and the rainbow 
was upon his head, and his face was as the sun, and 
his feet as pillars of fire; and he had in his handa 
little book open: and he set his right foot upon the 
sea, and his left upon the earth; and he cried with a 
great voice, as a lion roareth; and when he cried, the 
seven thunders uttered their voices. And when the 
seven thunders uttered ¢hezr votces, I was about to 
write; and I heard a voice from heaven saying, Seal 
up the things which the seven thunders uttered, and 
write them not. And the angel which I saw stand- 
ing upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his 
right hand to heaven, and sware by him that liveth 
for ever and ever, who created the heaven and the 
things that are therein, and the earth and the things 
that are therein, and the sea and the things that are 
therein, that there shall be time no longer; but in the 
days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he is 
about to sound, then is finished the mystery of God, 
according to the good tidings which he declared to 
his servants the prophets. And the voice which I 
heard from heaven, / heard 2¢ again speaking with 
me, and saying, Go, take the book which is open in 
the hand of the angel that standeth upon the sea and 
upon the earth. And I went unto the angel, saying 
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unto him that he should give me the little book. 
And he saith unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and 
it shall make thy belly bitter, but in thy mouth it 
shall be sweet as honey. And I took the little book 
out of the angel’s hand, and ate it up; and it was in 
my mouth sweet as honey; and when I had eaten it, 
my belly was made bitter. And they say unto me, 
Thou must prophesy again over many peoples and 
nations and tongues and kings.’’ (Rev. Io.) 

The central figure of illustration No. 22 is in- 
tended to illustrate what is described in this chapter. 
An angel was seen to descend and place one foot 
upon the sea and the other upon the land. He was 
clothed with a cloud. His face was radiant as the 
sun, and about his head a rainbow was seen, and he 
held in his hand a small open book. We may not 
be able to understand in detail all that is symbolized 
by this wonderful combination, but there is no mis- 
taking the meaning in general. His radiant face, 
the rainbow, his reference to the Creator, his fearless 
attitude and his solemn oath and what he does say 
that can be understood is encouraging. 

If we are correct in our interpretations of what is 
described as the fifth angel sounded, and also of 
what is represented by the great army described in 
the previous chapter, this angel appears in the dark- 
est period of the world’s history, viz: in that period 
when the Papacy had unrestricted control in Europe, 
and when Pope and all the kings of Europe were 
most intolerant, and when the Ottoman Empire, up- 
holding the religion of Mahomet in the East, was no 
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less intolerant. ‘The two religions had gained full 
control of all temporal power, and religious tolera- 
tion was unknown. Ignorance and superstition, like 
a dark cloud, enshrouded the world. In short, it 
was the world’s midnight when this bright angel 
appeared and uttered words of cheer as follows: 


‘¢ And the angel which I saw standing upon the 
sea and upon the earth lifted up his right hand to 
heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever and 
ever, who created the heaven and the things that are 
therein, and the earth and the things that are there- 
in, and the sea and the things that are therein, that 
there shall be time (delay) no longer; but in the 
days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he is 
about to sound, then is finished the mystery of God, 
according to the good tidings which he declared to 
his servants the prophets.”’ 


The reader will notice that after the word #2me we 
have inserted the word delay as the proper word to 
use, as it appears in the margin of the New Version 
and in Bloomfield’s translation of the Greek N. T. 
This angel was not taiking about the end of time, as. 
the seventh verse shows, but rather indicates that 
the then existing state of things would not continue 
long, but would soon begin to give way for the bet- 
ter state of things promised by the former prophets, 
as would be indicated as the seventh angel began to 
sound; hence our statement that in general the com- 
bination promised rapid revolutions, looking forward 
to a brighter and better day. There is seen the rain- 
bow of peace, and in the radiant face it is indicated 
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that light will prevail. Tshe voice of the angel ‘‘as 
a lion roareth’’ indicates the fearless spirit, and 
sweating by all the powers of the great Creator of all 
things in heaven and upon earth indicates that every 
known power will be brought into requisition to 
bring about what has been promised by the prophets. 


THE OPEN BOOK. 


Many are the conjectures as to what book the angel 
held in his hand. Some say it was a translated 
Bible, but in our judgment it would not fairly repre- 
sent the Bible as a whole, for the book giving the 
history of God’s wonderful works in creation, going 
back countless ages and giving the history of his 
dealings with men for over 4000 years, and the laws 
or commands and promises of three dispensations, 
with its extensive poetic writings, is too large to be 
be represented by a LITTLE BOOK. 

Others see in it the New Testament, which by 
itself might be represented by a Jzttle book, but no 
history tells of the world receiving the New Testa- 
ment translated by itself. Beginning with Wicliffe’s 
translation and following the history down, the old 
and new have been received together by all christen- 
dom, which of itself is an objection to the last 
named theory. 

The Angel by authority from above gave the book 
to John. ~ He-ate. it; z. 2., he read it, and after di- 
gesting it, z.e., coming to understand it, it was 
bitter. To me the New Testament, of all other 


ih | THE EXILED PROPHET 


books, when it is digested or understood, is all that 
the little book was to John while yet in his mouth, 
viz., ‘‘ sweet as honey,’’ as was the Word of God in 
the estimation of King David, when of God’s pre- 
vious records he said of them, ‘‘More to be desired. 
are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold, 
sweeter also than honey and the honey-comb’’ (Ps. 
TOTO); 

From the above we conclude that the Bible, 
neither in part nor as a whole, was indicated, and it 
is our opinion that no one can give more than a 
conjecture in regard to the contents of the little 
book. It was open in the hands of the angel, and 
it was given to theExile who read it, and on under- 
standing its meaning it was bitter. That much we 
know with certainty. 

It may have been an interpretation of the many 
symbols John was seeing and describing, as by sym- 
bol he was looking down the ages without knowing 
the significance of what he saw until he was per- 
mitted to read the book, which was open for John’s. 
benefit, but open to noone else in that age. 

In such a book he would see a terribly dark history 
of dreaded events to transpire before the grand culmi- 
nation of victory promised by the ancient prophets, 
and referred to in the angel’s bold utterance recorded 
in the eighth verse. In the knowledge of what was 
to transpire he could understand how in after ages 
he would prophesy or testify again before many peo- 
ples and nations and tongues and kings. 
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The above is my conjecture, and only a conjecture, 
and, in my opinion, the most plausible one. 


THE VOICE OF THE SEVEN THUNDERS. 


‘‘And when he cried, the seven thunders uttered 
their voices. And when the seven thunders uttered 
their voices, 1 was about to write: and I heard a 
voice from heaven saying, Seal up the things which 
the seven thunders uttered, and write them not.’’ 
(Chapter I0: 3-5.) 

As to what the seven thunders uttered we know 
that John heard them and knew what they said, 
and had he written what they said, I would now 
know what they said, but as the Exile was told not 
to write their utterances, and as he did not write 
them, we conclude that God did not intend us 
to know, and, like others, I can only give an 
opinion. As conjecture would not be satisfactory 
to my readers, I forbear giving even a conjecture, 
believing that when God tries to hold anything as 
a secret he can do it, and we accept the statement 
found in Deut. 29: 29: ‘‘Secret things belong unto 
the Lord our God, but those things which are re- 
vealed belong unto us and to our children,’’ and 
without knowing with any degree of certainty the 
contents of the little book or what the seven 
thunders uttered, I rejoice that the angel appeared 
as he did and that he said what he did, and we 
believe that the eleventh chapter indicates what 
will lead to the fulfillment of what the ancient 
prophets had written. 


ad 


CHAP IWR TX. 


THE SIXTH TRUMPET—CONTINUED. 


‘‘And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: 
and one said, Rise, and measure the temple of God, 
and the altar, and them that worship therein. And 
the court which is without the temple leave without, 
and measure it not; for it hath been given unto the 
nations: and the holy city shall they tread under 
foot forty and two months.’’ (Chapter 11: 1, 2.) 


Before deciding as to what is indicated by the 
above, we should ascertain, if possible, at about what 
period in the Church’s history we should expect 
events to occur to correspond with the symbolism 
described by the above language. (a) We would 
naturally conclude that an event is referred to that 
would not occur until after the year 1453, when the 
eastern Roman Empire was destroyed by the army 
described in Chapter 9, when the Mohammedan re- 
ligion became the ruling religion of the East. (b) 
We should expect the event referred to to occur 
after what is symbolized and promised in chapter 
10, and before the great event indicated when the 
Seventh Angel sounds, z. e., before ‘‘ the kingdoms 
of this world become the kingdom of our Lord and 
his Christ.’? (See chapter 10, as explained in the 


previous chapter. ) 
(156) 
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With the union of Church and state in Europe, 
as symbolized when the Fifth Angel was heard, 
fierce religious intolerance prevailed in all Romish 
countries. 

Tradition took the place of the Word of God, 
and the Bible was laid aside as the rule by which to 
measure religious duty, and the ignorant millions 
groped their way through the thick darkness sym- 
bolized by the smoke of the Bottomless Pit, or in 
other words, during the reign of the king of the 
Bottomless Pit, which we have identified as none 
other than the Papal hierarchy of Europe, the Beast 
of the Apocalypse, the ten-horned Beast which the 
Prophet Daniel saw, or the Man of Sin of whom 
Paul wrote in his letter to the Thessalonians. 

During this period only an unknown few thought 
of finding any rule by which to measure religious 
duty other than the doginas of an assumed infalli- 
ble Church with an assumed infallible Head, who 
was at the same time head of both church and state, 
and with so much head was not willing then nor is 
he willing now to say, ‘‘My kingdom is not of this 
world.’? With no Bible in use to measure the 
Church in any country where Catholicism prevailed, 
and with the Koran of Mohamet-in use in all Mo- 
hammedan countries as the only rule of religious 
life, we have the situation with a promised change 
of events soon to take place, and that event is indi- 
cated as John by the Spirit is brought to a point 
from which the Temple is in view, and a measuring- 
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tod is handed to him by an Angel, and he is told to 
measure the Temple of God, and the altar, and the 
worshipers, because the Holy City (in which it 
stood) would be trodden down forty-two months— 
that is, 1260 days. As we often find the Temple re- 
ferred to as a type of the true Church, we believe 
that in this case it is a symbol of the Church when 
composed of a down-trodden people. But why 
measure it before it exists as a czty or temple in 
vuins? let Doctor Barnes answer: 


“Tf the direction be understood figuratively, as 
applicable to the Christian Church, the work to be 
done would be to obtain an exact estimate or meas- 
urement of what the true Church was—as distin- 
guished from all other bodies of men, and as consti- 
tuted and appointed by the direction of God; sucha 
measurement that its characteristics could be made 
known; that a Church could be organized according 
to this, and that the accurate description could be 
transmitted to future times... . . .There were, 
therefore, three things, as indicated by this verse, 
which John was directed to do, so far as the use of the 
measuring-rod was concerned: (1) totake a just 
estimate of what constitutes the true Church, as distin- 
guished from all other associations of men; (2) to 
institute a careful examination into the opinions in 
the Church on the subject of sacrifice or atonement 
—involving the whole question about the method of 
justification before God; and (3) to take a correct 
estimate of what constitutestrue membership in the 
Church; or to, investigate with care the prevailing 
opinions about the gualifications for membership.— 
Barnes’ Notes. 
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Accepting the above as a correct interpretation, I 
follow the example of Martin, Johnson, and several 
others who have written since Barnes’ comments 
wete published, and in doing so we recognize the 
fact that the Church was, according to prophecy, to 
exist for a period of 1260 prophetic days, or in real- 
ity 1260 years, as an abandoned temple ina city 
among general ruins, as a relic of what it once was. 
Just as Solomon’s Temple was a heap of ruins after 
Jerusalem was destroyed by the Babylonians and as 
the Temple at Jerusalem was, according to prophecy, 
afterwards rebuilt after the general plan of the first 
temple, so it is plainly indicated that after a fixed 
period, the Spiritual House, the Church, would be re- 
built after the original model described in the writ- 
ings of the Holy Apostles. 

Having quoted from Dr. Barnes, we can add to the 
above in no better way than by making some quota- 
tions from ‘‘ Vision of the Ages,’’ by Johnson: 


‘This is not the only place where the reed is 
named as the appointed instrument for the measure- 
ment of the church. If the reader will turn to the 
twenty-first chapter, he will find that the New Jeru- 
salem, the Holy City, is measured by an angel with 
a golden reed. In Ezekiel, chapter 40, the prophet 
sees an angel measure with a reed a temple such as 
has never been seen by mortal vision. ‘The temple 
itself is just equal to the measure, and it is composed 
of many chambers, all equal in size to the reed, to 
each other, and to the temple itself, of which they 
ate patts! ‘This strange symbolism, this representa- 
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tion of what is apparently impossible, most beauti- 
fully represents the character of the true church, 
when it has reached the fullness of the divine meas- 
ure, and appears as the New Jerusalem. The whole 
temple is just the size, neither larger nor smaller 
than the reed. ‘The true church corresponds exactly 
with the divine measure of the Word. It neither 
adds to itself things unknown to the apostles, nor 
omits the things therein enjoined. As the temple of 
Ezekiel was composed of chambers, each of which 
was the same size of the temple, so the church is 
composed of many congregations, each of which 
should correspond exactly to the measure of the 
whole body. ‘These individual congregations, which 
make up the spiritual temple, should not differ from 
each other.”’ 


Not only should the churches all be measured by 
the same rule, viz: by the word of God, but in Eze- 
kiel’s prophecy it is foretold that the time would 
come when they would be thus measured, and that 
when thus measured, as each ‘‘ little chamber’’ was. 
in length and breadth just equal to the entire build- 
ing, so each separate organization would in some 
future day be equal to the whole church, in that the 
members of each and every church Seat believe as 
many and the same gospel facts as will be believed 
by the church of the whole world, and the members 
of every church, a congregation however few in 
numbers, will obey as many and the same commands, 
observe as many and the same ordinances as are 
observed by the church of the world, and in their 
otganization each and every church will have as 
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many and the same classes of officials, i. e., if the 
many churches have not each a Pope, the churches 
combined will have no Pope; and if no separate 
church has for itself a cardinal, the churches in the 
aggregate will have no cardinal, or otherwise each 
separate church would not be equal to the whole; and 
if local churches do not each have an archbishop, 
the churches combined will have no archbishop; and 
if a bishop or elder is recognized as an official of 
divine sanction, each and every organization will 
have its own bishops or elders, as when in the primi- 
tive church they ‘‘ ordained elders in every city.’’ 

And if any deacon is heard of or known as a 
church official, all churches will have their own dea- 
cons, but that each separate church may be equal to 
the church of the world, no deacon, bishop or elder 
can by divine appointment claim to be the bishop or 
deacon of more than one congregation at the same 
time. 

When the time comes as indicated by Ezekiel’s 
enlargement of what is promised by the measuring 
reed used in measuring temple, altar and worshipers, 
each separate part being equal to the sum of its 
parts, the several churches making up the whole 
church will all be alike, because built by the same 
tule as ‘‘two things equal to the same thing’’ must 
be equal to each other. For example, as two car- 
penters using the same kind of material and with the 
same model, and using the same measuring rule, will 

28 & 
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_ build two houses exactly alike, so two preachers with 
the same material (human beings) and with the 
same apostolic church as the model, and the Bible 
tightly divided and properly applied as the rule to 
work by, will build two churches with no difference 

other than the different phases of human nature 
brought together into one body. 

The carrying out of the principles proclaimed by 
Martin Luther when he rejected the dogmas and tra- 
dations of the apostate church as not binding upon 
us, and proclaimed in substance what has been the 
claim of Protestants generally as the corner-stone of 
Protestantism, viz: that the Bible is to be received as 
the only rule of faith and practice, will lead to what 
is indicated by, and what is said of, the measuring 
reed that was given to John. 

The measuring reed (the translated Bible) has 
been returned to the world, and in theory is recog- 
nized as the infallible guide in religious life, and as 
the years go by the number of persons who accept it 
in practice, as well as in theory, as the true rule of 
life, is greatly increasing. 

Never since the apostolic age was the Bible studied 
as it is to-day. 

The Evangelical Alliance points to the Bible as 
that which will cause differences to disappear. 

The Y. M. C. A. ignores all human creeds. The 
members of the Y. P. S. C. E. promise to read the 
Bible every day, that they may know what Christ 
would have them do; hence what was foretold by the 
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symbolism we have been considering is being ful- 
filled before our eyes every day. 

The measuring reed has been given to the world, 
is accepted by millions, and is being used in a degree 
that is promising. The millions in sentiment are 
saying: 

“Holy Bible, book divine, 
Precious treasure, thou art mine; 


Mine to tell me whence I came, 
Mine to tell me what I am,”’ etc. 


CHAPTER: X. 
THE SIXTH TRUMPET—CONTINUED. 


‘‘And I will give unto my two witnesses, and they 
shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and three- 
score days, clothed in sackcloth. These are the two 
olive trees and the two candlesticks, standing before 
the Lord of the earth. And when they shall have 
finished their testimony, the beast that cometh up 
out of the abyss shall make war with them, and 
overcome them, and kill them. And their dead 
bodies /ze in the street of the great city, which spir- 
itually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also their 
Lord was crucified. And from among the peoples 
and tribes and tongues and nations do mez look upon 
their dead bodies three days and a half, and suffer 
not their dead bodies to be laid ina tomb.’’ (11: 
3-9. See illustration No. 24.) 


The several verses above quoted represent the seer 
as being far removed from Jerusalem, the scene of 
visions described in verses one and two, but in spirit 
he is in another city, and that city is a great city, of 
which much is said further on in the book. ‘This 
city is referred to in chapter sixteen as the ‘‘Seat of 
the Beast’? upon which the vial of God’s wrath is 
poured out, and by comparing chapters nine and six- 


teen we see that the two phrases, ‘‘Seat of the 
(164) 
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Beast’? and ‘‘Bottomless Pit’? are synonymous in 
meaning, hence in the above the ruler in this city is 
mentioned as the ‘‘Beast that cometh up out of the 
Abyss,’? or Bottomless Pit. Symbols of darkness 
and corruption arose from the abyss when it was first 
opened, and this city is called spiritually Sodom, 
(seat of wickedness), and Egypt (symbol of dark- 
ness), both of which are the result of a great apos- 
tasy, as the expression, ‘‘Where also their Lord was 
crucified ’’ implies Christ is crucified afresh when 
Christians fallaway. (See Heb. 6:6.) The falling 
away leading to the state of things here described 
was foretold by Paul as follows: 

“Tet no man deceive you by any means: for ¢hat 
day shall not come, except there come a falling away — 
first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of 
perdition; who opposeth and exalteth himself above 
all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that 
he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing 
himself that he is God. Remember ye not, that, 
when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 
And now ye know what withholdeth that he might 
be revealed in his time. For the mystery of iniquity 
doth already work: only he who now letteth wdd Zet, 
until he be taken out of the way. And then shall 
that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall con- 
sume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy 
with the brightness of his coming: even him, whose 
coming is after the working of Satan with all power 
and signs and lying wonders. (2 Thess. 2: 3-9.) 


From all of the above it is certain that Rome is 
here teferred to; not just the great city on the banks 
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of the Tiber, but the almost world-wide dominions of 
him whose blasphemous claims are graphically de- 
scribed in Paul’s words above quoted, and the blas- 
phemous system that emanated from what is repre- 
sented by the bottomless pit described in chapter 
nine as belching forth dense volumes of black 
smoke as from a great furnace and clouds of deadly 
locusts. 

That which attracts the attention of the seer most 
on the street of this great city of darkness, is the ap- 
pearance of two dead men wrapped in sackcloth. 
They have been overcome by the Sovereign of this 
city mentioned as ‘‘the Beast.’? They are in sack- 
cloth during a period represented by 1260 days. 
They are as dead during the same time mentioned 
as three and a half days, a day representing a year, 
which, when reduced to days, gives 1260 days. 

Now what or who is represented by these two wit- 
nesses? Certainly no two literal men, for what is 
said of these two witnesses can not be said literally 
of any two men that ever lived, not even of Mosés 
and Christ. Christ was only dead three days, and 
it is said of these witnesses that they ‘‘lie dead in 
the street three days and a half.” 

Moses died on the summit of Mt. Nebo, and he is 
dead yet (to this world). Christ’s body was bnried 
by Joseph of Arimathea, and the Lord buried Moses, 
but the bodies of these two witnesses were never 
buried, hence those who have said that the language 
refers to Moses and Christ, or Moses and Elijah, or 
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Christ and John the Baptist, give evidence that they 
have not studied the text very closely. 

The language does not speak of them as men, but 
it does speak of their bodies as being for a time 
without ‘‘the spirit of life from God.’’ Hence in our 
picture we represent them as dead men wrapped in 
sackcloth. 

They are spoken of as the Lord’s witnesses, dual 
in number, and, as we shall see, they represent the 
Old and New Testament Scriptures, as they jointly 
testify of Christ. 

Jesus, in speaking of the Old Testament Script- 
ures, used the following language: ‘‘Search the 
Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal 
life; and they are they which testify of me’’ (John 
5:39). Hence the conclusion that the Old Testa- 
ment is represented by one of these witnesses. Of 
the history of the teachings and miracles of Christ, 
John says: ‘‘These are written that ye might be- 
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and 
that believing ye might have life through his 
name’’ (John 20:31). And Christ, in a closing 
address to the Apostles, said: ‘‘Ye shall be wit- 
nesses unto me, both in Jerusalem and in Samaria 
and unto the uttermost parts of the earth’’ (Acts 
1:8). Hence the book which contains their testi- 
mony is the second of these these two witnesses. 

To represent that they are designed to enlighten 
the world, two candlesticks are seen in the vision. 
And as the olive tree supplied fuel for lamps 
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anciently, reference is made to thé two olive trees, 
seen first as symbols by the prophet Zechariah (Zech. 
4: 3-6), and indicate that the testimony is that 
which is given by inspiration of God; hence they 
can represent nothing but the inspired Bible. 

As these witnesses are opposed—in mourning— 
and seemingly for a time dead, and as any case be- 
fore any court is lost in the event that the witnesses 
ate dead, we see that it was foretold that the Lord’s 
cause would for a period of twelve hundred and sixty 
years be as a lost cause in the world—that is, under- 
standing that a prophetic day represents a year. 
That it usually does is conceded by all commenta- 
tors of note, and hence we will not argue that point, 
nor will we attempt to decide with certainty just 
when the period of twelve hundred and sixty days or 
years commenced. If it commenced A. D. 256, 
when the Pope first put forth his claim to be uni- 
versal bishop, it ended A. D. 1517, when the Refor- 
mation began. If we begin to count from the time 
the Pope was constituted Ecclesiastical Pontiff of all 
Christendom and armed with a limited temporal 
power, it came to an end at the epoch of the French 
Revolution. It is a historic fact that since the 
French Revolution, the Pope exercised temporal 
power only by permission of the French government 
and supported by French arms. If we date from the 
establishment of the Papal hierarchy by Pepin and 
Charlemagne of France, the time will expire when 
the world is about six thousand years old, or about 
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A. D. 2000, at which time it is supposed the Church 
will begin to enjoy the peace of the Millennial age. 
It matters not to us, however, as it is certain that the 
age of Papal usurpation is embraced in the twelve 
hundred and sixty years. 

Viewing those lifeless forms, and knowing what 
they represent, we rejoice to know that John saw 
them in the vision stand upon their feet, and that 
their enemies beheld them with great fear. ‘Their 
resuscitation and exaltation indicate that the Word 
of God will triumph over the powers of darkness, 
which is symbolized by the Beast of the bottomless 
pit. Hence, John tells us that the very hour that 
they came to life, one-tenth part of that wicked city 
fell. We believe this had its fulfillment in what 
was accomplished by Luther and his contemporaries. 
If this is true, we should view the Reformation of 
the sixteenth century with profound interest; and at 
the same time learn that the work of restoring to the 
wotld the religion of primitive times was only com- 
menced by the great and good men of that age, and 
that the work of final restoration is the work of cen- 
turies, and when accomplished, the measuring rod 
described in verses 1 and 2 will -have been used, and 
the Church as a result will have triumphed over all 
opposition, and this universal victory will be followed 
by. the Millennial age, as represented by symbols, 
describing the Seventh Angel Trumpet. 


‘‘And the seventh angel sounded; and there fol- 
lowed great voices in heaven, and they said, The 
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kingdom of the world is become ¢he kingdom of our 
Lord, and of his Christ: and he shall reign for ever 
and ever. And the four and twenty elders, which 
sit before God on their thrones, fell upon their faces, 
and worshipped God, saying, We give thee thanks, 
O Lord God, the Almighty, which art and which wast; 
because thou hast taken thy great power, and didst 
reign. And the nations were wroth, and thy wrath 
came, and the time of the dead to be judged, and the 
time to give their reward to thy servants the proph- 
ets, and to the saints, and to them that fear thy 
name, the small and the great: and to destroy them 
that destroy the earth 


Barnes, Martin, Johnson and most commentators. 
agree that what is here described indicates the ush- 
ering in of what is often spoken of as the Millennial 
age. B. W. Johnson in his Notes says: 


‘‘Here is the final triumph. It is the brightness 
of Zion’s glad morning, the long-deferred day of vic- 
tory, the ushering in of the conquering reign of 
Christ. The agency by which this conquest is 
effected is the exaltation of the witnesses, or the 
diffusion of the Word of God. ‘This exaltation 
causes the earthquake, the fall of a part of the Great 
City, the destruction of’a part of its inhabitants, and 
the repentance of the remnant. ‘These events are 
followed by the seventh trumpet and the proclama- 
tion of the universal reign of Christ.”’ 


Ashley Johnson, in Sermons on Revelation, adds 
his testimony as follows: 


‘“The closing of this chapter brings us again down 
to the time described in the closing verses of the 
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fifth chapter, and also described in the conclusion of 
the seventh chapter. ‘Three times with John we 
have seen the drama of the ages to its consumma- 
tion. Each time details have been multiplied, and 
each time new wonders have dawned upon our 
enraptured vision.”’ 


To the above I give an emphatic assent, and in 
coming to the conclusion, as did J. L. Martin, Ashley 
Johnson and others, that this is the third description 
of the same period and events, I have adopted in the 
main as the correct plan of interpretation, that de- 
veloped by Vitringa, Dean Woodhouse, Bloomfield 
and others, it being that which was followed by J. 
ij. Martin m “Voice-of Seven ‘hunders,’” viz: 
That the symbols under the Seven Seals present 
a continuous outline of the history of the Church 
until the end of time; ‘‘while those under the T'rum- 
pets are supposed to foretell and recount the history 
of the same times, but much more particularly and 
minutely.’? (Bloomfield. ) 

All the symbols described in the 4th, 5th and 7th 
chapters do not appear in the above description, but 
enough of the same appear to show that the same 
epoch is described in the three connections. 

The twenty-four Elders reappear exulting over a 
great victory, and praise God because his power 
(authority), so long exercised by a blasphemous 
usurper, is at last exercised by the Creator as the only 
true Sovereign of the Universe in the words of the 
17th verse. ‘The 18th verse refers to the violent 
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opposition encountered by the true Church during 
the periods described by symbol as the Six Angels 
successively sounded. Also to the reward of the 
Prophets who had faithfully revealed to the world 
the will of God, and all of those who had faithfully 
proclaimed and obeyed the Word of God in opposi- 
tion to the powers that so long opposed it. 

No greater reward would be asked or be desired 
than to see that that which they had been instru- 
mental in giving to the world had finally accom- 
plished its intended mission. 

As originally the Law of God was preserved in 
‘‘the Ark of the Covenant ’’ in the Holy of Holies, 
so the preservation of the Gospel is beautifully rep- 
resented in the nineteenth verse as follows: 

‘‘And there was opened the temple of God that is 
in heaven; and there was seen in his temple the ark 
of his covenant; and there followed lightnings, and 
voices, and thunders, and an earthquake, and great 
aie?” 

The last clause of this verse is almost a repetition 
of the fifth verse of the eighth chapter as follows: 


‘(And the angel taketh the censer; and he filled it 
with the fire of the altar, and cast it upon the earth: 
and there followed thunders, and voices, and light- 
nings, and an earthquake.”’ 


The reader by reading that part of the sixth chap- 
ter explaining this verse will see that there is to be a 
repetition in the seventh period of what occurred in 
the first period, but on a much grander scale, and in 
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view of the grand climax thus to be reached, the 
faithful soldier of the cross in this missionary age, as 
he sees the banner of the cross carried through 
America and Europe to Asia and to dark benighted 
Africa and to the islands of the seas, exultingly 
sings: 
“Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
Does his successive journeys run. 


His kingdom stretch from shore to shore 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.’’ 


And his oft-repeated prayer is, 


“From all that dwell below the skies, 
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung 
Through every land by every tongue.’’ 


CHAPTER XI. 
WONDERS OR SIGNS. 


‘« And a great sign was seen in heaven; a woman 
arrayed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, 
and upon her head a crown of twelve stars; and she 
was with child; and she crieth out, travailing in 
birth, and in pain to be delivered. And there was 
seen another sign in heaven: and behold, a great red 
dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon 
his head seven diadems. And his tail draweth the 
third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them 
to the earth; and the dragon stood before the woman 
which was about to be delivered, that when she was 
delivered, he might devour her child. And she was 
delivered of a son, a man child, who is to rule all 
the nations with a rod of iron.’’ (Chapter 12:1-5.) 


In this chapter we consider symbols described in 
what we have generally denominated Revelation, 
book 3, or, in other words, the third division of the 
prophetic part of this book. 

The first verse of the eighth chapter, describing 
the opening of the seventh seal, being the end of 
book 1, and the last part of chapter 11, describing 
the seventh angel sounding, being the end of book 
2. Book 3, as above explained, begins with the 
twelfth chapter. 


In this twelfth chapter two wonders or signs are 
(74) 
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described, as they are represented in illustrations 


Nos. 25 and 26. In one the form of a woman is 
seen. She is clothed in light, clothed with the sun, 
and a crown which she wears is composed of twelve 
stars. The moon is seen under her feet. In the 


other a great red serpent-like form appears, and 


with his tail he seems to have gathered together a 
cluster of stars, that he may ‘‘ cast them down to the 
eatth.’’ No literal woman is seen in this vision, for 
no literal woman could literally be clothed with the 
great immense orb of day; but as the sun moves in 
the heavens sending forth its light, so in vision the 
church is seen faithfully fulfilling her mission as 
«the light of the world,’’ Christ having said to his 
followers, ‘‘ Ye are the light of the world.’’ 

She is not the light, but being clothed with the 


. sun, as she is seen in the vision, she carries to those 
* who sit in darkness the “light of the Sun of Right- 
.eousness,’’ and considering the church as the light, 
‘all true Christians are willing to acknowledge that 


‘the twelve apostles constitute the church’s crown, as 


indicated by the twelve stars. The moon beneath 
her feet forcibly reminds us that the light of the gos- 
pel disseminated by the church is above; that is, 
brighter or more effulgent than the light of previous 
ages. By what is said of the condition of the 
woman, increase is promised (verse 2), and that 
increase is first spoken of as a ‘‘ man child,’’ to have 
a strong controlling influence compared to a rod of 


iron (see verse 5); and secondly, as those who keep 
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the commandments of God and have the testimony 
of Jesus Christ (verse 17); hence multiplied Chris- 
tians are seen as the result of the church’s faithful- 
ness in fulfilling her mission. ‘The child in symbol 
being caught up to God and his throne, represents 
most beautifully those who are exalted by the right- 
eousness of God from the darkness and corruption of 
paganism to a position of control, as one placed upon 
a throne and controlling by the influence of the 
gospel, which is ‘‘God’s power unto salvation.’’ They 
are represented as caught up to God’s throne, hence 
the expression, v. 5. ‘‘And she was delivered of a 
son, a man child, who is to rule all the nations with 
a rod of iron, and her child was caught up unto God 
and unto his throne.’’ 

This symbolism indicates the victory promised as 
the first seal was loosed, and also what was indi- 
cated by the angel casting the fire into the earth, as: 
described in chapter 8, v. 5. 

The Dragon being red indicates Satan’s effort to 
destroy the Church by persecution, as indicated by 
the red horse described when the second seal was 
loosed, and by the storm of hail, fire and blood 
described in chapter 8, v. 7. 

The Roman Empire was the agent employed by 
the Dragon, as indicated by the seven heads and ten 
horns. The Dragon, seeing that persecution failed 
to break down Christianity, plans by a combination 
of influences to swallow up the Church, or that por- 
tion of it that remained, ‘‘which keep the command- 
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mandments of God, and hold the testimony of 
Jesus,’’ as indicated by the act of casting water out 
of its mouth as follows: 


‘‘And the serpent cast out of his mouth after the 
woman water as a river, that he might cause her to 
be carried away by the stream.’’ (Vs. 13, 15.) 


Some quotations from noted commentators will 
serve a good purpose in helping the reader to under- 
stand this symbolism, hence we quote first from 
People’s N. T. Notes: 


SRLWA DLHE. SC? PCE CUS) OWL. mi. B flood. XE 
tesotted to persecutions in order to drive the true 
Church off of the face of the earth. The earth 
helped the woman. In some way the flood of perse- 
cution was so hindered that it failed to accomplish 
the object. I believe this refers to the hindrances 
often interposed by secular powers to stay persecu- 
tion. The Hussites protected themselves under 
Zisca by force of arms; the German princes protected 
Luther; the edict of Nantes gave French Protestants 
a test. These were times when ‘the earth’ drank 
up the flood. And the Dragon waxed wroth. Was 
angry at his defeat. He continued the warfare by 
seeking to destroy the woman’s seed. I believe that 
this vision reveals the persecution of the true 
Church, first by Pagan, and then by Papal Rome, 
a persecution that results in the apparent disappear- 
ance of the true Church from the earth. ‘Though 
not visible to the eye of the historian during this 
period, yet the true Church, fed of God, survives in 
the hearts of hidden and persecuted saints.”’ 


I2 
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We introduce the language and thoughts of Dr. 
Barnes: 


‘This would well represent the fact that the true 
Church became for a time obscure and unknown—as 
if it had fled away from the habitations of men, and 
had retired to the solitude and loneliness of a desert. 

. A place where she might be safe, and 
might be kept alive. The meaning is, that during 
that time, the true Church, though ‘obscure and 
almost unknown, would be the object of the divine 
protection and care—a beautiful representation of 
the Church during the corruptions of the Papacy 
and the darkness of the Middle Ages.”’ 


According to this symbol and interpretation, the 
Church of history is the apostate Church, and the 
true Church is measurably lost in history, but not 
destroyed. 

We should now expect to see symbols of controll- 
ing powers, adverse to Christianity and in control 
during the Church’s absence from view. 
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CHAPTER XII. 
THE FIRST AND SECOND BEASTS. 


‘‘And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a 
beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and 
ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon 
his heads the name of blasphemy. And the beast 
which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet 
wete as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the 
mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his 
power, and his seat, and great authority.’’ 


The thirteenth chapter as quoted above, intro- 
duces the Beast, and by solving an enigma concern- 
ing the Beast, we have identified the Roman Empire. 
(See chapter 8.) This same power is represented in 
a later period of its existence by a Beast with two 
horns as described in chapter 13. (See illustration 
No. 29.) And the second Beast represents the 
Papacy, that is the Roman power, during the time 
the head of the apostate church was the head of the 
state, and he who ruled from the Tiber claimed to 
be the successor of St. Peter on one hand, and as 
such spake as a lamb, and at the same time claimed 
to be the successor of Ceesar as a temporal sovereign, 
and as such spake asa dragon, hence identified by 
the number of the Beast 666, his number being the 


name of a man. 
(179) 
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A large majority of annotators agree that the 
name teferred to above is Latinus, who, as B. 
W. Johnson says, is the reputed founder of the 
Latin race. It is certain that the numbers cor- 
responding to the Greek letters found in this 
name, as it is spelled in Greek, aggregate 666. 
Aarewvor has A=30 a=1 7r=300 <=—5 c=10 v=50 o=70 
o—200. The letters eliminated, and placing the 
numbers together, we have an example in simple 
addition with 666 as the sum or amount, thus 
30 plus x plus 300 plus 5 plus ro plus 50 plus 70 
plus 200 equal 666. 

The above solution first appeared in the writings 
of Irenzeus, who lived in the second century, who 
was a disciple of Polycarp who was a disciple of 
John. Hence no modern commentator can claim the 
honor of finding out by his learning whose name 
was teferred to. 

As millions of words can be spelled using only the 
twenty-six letters of the English alphabet, so many 
names of men might be found in which the number 
666 could be found, and. many have been found, and 
from the name itself we cannot know with certainty 
what kingdom is represented by this two-horned 
beast as the successor of the first Beast. 

We certainly know that it does not represent the 
United States nor the English government including 
the Anglican Church, as some have supposed, as the 
number can be found in no man’s name pointing to 
either of them. 
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The name Latinus is only a kind of key by which 
to find out what kingdom is symbolized by the 
Beast whose number is 666. Some great kingdom 
is evidently referred to, and taking the name as a 
pointer we first surmise that it points to the Latin 
kingdom of which the Pope of Rome was the chief 
executive. The expression, ‘‘The Latin Kingdom,”’ 
in Greek is Il-Aarwy-Basiiea, and by giving to each 
letter its corresponding number, we have »=8 ’=30 
a=] r=300 10 v=50 y=8 B=2 a=1 o—200 —10 
A=30 c=) t—10 a1. 

By placing the above numbers together, we have 
another example in simple addition, with 666 as the 
sum or amount of the whole. ‘Thus 8 plus 30 plus 
r plus 300 plus ro plus 50 plus 8 plus 2 plus 1 plus 
200 plus 10 plus 30 plus 5 plus ro plus 1 equal 666. 

From the above, in two ways we ascertain that 
the Latin or Western kingdom is certainly identified, 
and the skeptic should be convinced by the dis- 
covery that the Exiled Prophet as he peered so far 
into the future was a heaven-guided prophet. 

Many who have written before me have almost 
exhausted the English vocabulary in giving descrip- 
tions of the darkening influence of the Apostate 
Church during the middle ages, as it was aided to do 
its hellish work by the power represented by the 
Beast in its several forms, hence it would seem like 
needless repetition to repeat what so many others 
have written at different times. For further infor- 
mation concerning the spirit, character and history 
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of what is represented by this monster the reader is 
referred to ‘‘ Voice of Seven Thunders,’’ by J. L. 
Martin; ‘‘ Vision of the Ages,’’ by B. W. Johnson; 
Sermons by Ashley Johnson; Notes of Barnes, and 
others. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


THE RETURNING CHURCH. 


During the period represented by forty-two months 
allotted for Beastly rule, while the Apostate Church 
holds high carnival, where is the true Church? She 
is not dead, but is being nourished, or is being kept 
alive, but by the force of circumstances is kept in 
hiding, ‘‘away from the face of the serpent,’’ until 
the time appointed for herreturn. Expecting her re- 
turn, read the following: 


‘“And I saw, and behold, the Lamb standing on 
the mount Zion, and with him a hundred and forty 
and four thousand, having his name, and the name 
of his Father, written on their foreheads. And I 
heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many 
waters, and as the voice of a great thunder; and the 
voice which I heard was the voice of harpers harping 
with their harps; and they sing asit were a new song 
before the throne, and before the four living creatures 
and the elders; and no man could learn the song save 
the hundred and forty and four thousand, evez they 
that had been purchased out of the earth. ‘These 
ate they which were not defiled with women; for they 
ate virgins. ‘These ave they which follow the Lamb 
whithersoever he goeth. These were purchased 
from among men, /o de the first fruits unto God and 
unto the Lamb. And in their mouth was found no 
lie; they are without blemish.”’ 

(283) 
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We think we have symbols of her coming into 
sight in the above. 

See illustration No. 30. One hundred and forty- 
four thousand appear on the summit of Mount Zion. 

To ascertain who are represented by this beautiful 
vision we should consider the significance of their 
appearance on Mount Zion. Jerusalem of old was 
built on Mount Zion in Judea, and the Church is rep- 
resented as Jerusalem that is from above. See Gal. 
24-26, as follows: 

‘‘ For these women are two covenants; one from 
Mount Sinai, bearing children unto bondage, which 
is Hagar. Now this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Ara- 
bia, and answereth to the Jerusalem that now is; for 


she is in bondage with her children. But the Jeru- 
salem that is above is free, which is our mother.’’ 


Also, Heb. 12:22, 23:- ** But ye are come unto 
Mount Zion, and unto the city of the living God, 
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable hosts of 
angels, to the general assembly and church of the 
firstborn who are enrolled in heaven.”’ 


Hence John, seeing this company with Christ on 
Mount Zion, sees the first installment (first fruits) of 
the church reappearing to carry out her heavenly 
mission. (See fourth verse. ) 

The purity of the church now coming into sight 
is indicated by the expression ‘‘for they are virgins;”’ 
z.é@., they had refused to acknowledge or to be influ- 
enced by the unholy alliance of church and state, 
and hence represented as being faultless, following 
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Christ (the Lamb), and not the Beast described in 
the previous chapter. 

Their song of praise for their marvelous preserva- 
tion during the age of darkness and danger was a 
song that no others could sing, and that song was 
heard by the four Beasts, viz: by the people of the 
four quarters of the globe, and by the elders, or as we 
have interpreted their significance, by the descend- 
ants of the whole family of Abraham, composed of 
the descendants of the twelve Patriarchs, and the 
descendants of the twelve Princes of Ishmael; in 
short, the world hears from the returning church. 

Here are the followers of Christ who learned 
in the fourteenth century to reject the dogmas of 
Rome, under the instructions of Wickliffe, who has 
been fitly called the Morning Star of the Reforma- 
tion, and of Wickliffe at this point Wharey, in his 
Sketches of Church History, says: 

‘But among the foes of the mendicant orders, no 
one has obtained greater fame with posterity than 
John Wickliffe, an English doctor, and professor of 
theology at Oxford. Wickliffe was a hard student, a : 
great scholar for that age, a sarcastic writer, and an 
able disputant. In the year 1360 he distinguished 
himself by becoming the advocate of the university 
against the mendicant monks, who infringed the 
laws of the university and enticed the students away 
to their monasteries. He afterwards attacked not 
only the monks, but also the popes and the clergy; 
and confuted the prevailing errors of the day, both as 
to doctrines of Christianity and the constitution of 
the Christian church. In consequence he was 
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accused, and several efforts made to effect his trial; 
but in various ways Providence seemed to protect 
him, so thatvat- last he-died in. peace Av Docs. 
His doctrines, however, were condemned, and some 
forty or fifty years afterwards his bones were dug up: 
and publicly burned! 

‘Wickliffe has been fitly called the Morning Star 
of the Reformation. He translated the whole Bible 
from the Latin Vulgate into English, and maintained 
all the leading doctrines afterwards maintained by 
Luther and others of the reformers. The charges. 
brought against him, extracted from his public lec- 
tures and sermons, were as follows: ‘ That there is 
one only universal church; consisting of the whole 
body of the predestinate; that the eucharist, after 
consecration, was not the real body of Christ, but 
only an emblem or sign of it; that the church of 
Rome was no more the head of the universal church 
than any other church; and that St. Peter had no 
greater authority given him than the rest of the 
apostles.’ ”’ 


Here are seen also the followers of Jerome of 
Prague, and John Huss of Bohemia, of the fifteenth 
century, of whom Wharey writes as follows: 


‘“‘'They were among the morning stars of the 
Reformation. The following account is given of 
Huss: ‘His doctrines and books being condemned, 
he was required to recant; but he magnanimously 
refused; and, on the 7th of July, 1415, the council 
ordered that he should be degraded from the priest- 
hood, his books publicly burnt, and himself deliv- 
ered to the secular power. ‘That sentence he heard 
without emotion. He immediately prayed for the 
pardon of his enemies. ‘The bishops appointed by 
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the council stripped him of his priestly garments, 
and put a miter of paper on his head, on which 
devils were painted, with this inscription, 4 Rzxg- 
leader of Heretics. 'The bishops delivered him to 
the emperor, and he délivered him to the duke of 
Bavaria. His books» were burnt at the gate of the 
church, and he was led to the suburbs to be burnt 
alive. Prior to his execution he made a solemn 
public appeal to God from the judgment of the Pope 
and council, which was fervent and energetic. He 
was then surrounded with fagots, his mind all the 
while composed and happy. ‘The flames were then 
applied to the fagots, when the martyr sang a hymn 
with so loud and cheerful a voice that he was dis- 
tinctly heard through all the noise of the combusti- 
bles and of the multitude. At length he uttered, 
‘Jesus Christ, thou Son of the living God, have 
mercy on me!’ and he was consumed; after which 
his ashes were carefully collected and thrown into 
the Rhine. Huss was a true ecclesiastic and a real 
Christian; gentle and condescending to the opinions 
of others, this amiable pattern of virtue was strict 
only in his principles. His great contest was with 
vice. His piety was calm, rational and manly; his 
fortitude was undaunted. ‘From his infancy,’ said 
the university of Prague, ‘he was of such excellent 
morals that during his stay here we may venture to 
challenge any one to produce a ‘single fault against 
him.’ His writings were simple, pious, affectionate 
and intelligent. Luther said he was the most 
tational expounder of Scripture he ever met with.’ ”’ 


This company also represents doubtless the de- 
scendants of the ancient Waldenses and an unknown 
host, the descendants of a class of people mentioned 
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in history only as heretics, who were ready when the 
immortal Luther struck back at Rome the staggering 
blow from which she has never rallied, to join in 
protesting against the unholy usurpation of authority 
by the Roman Pontiff, which authority belonged only 
to the God they worshiped. Of the ancient Wal- 
denses he says, on page 175: 


‘‘ But of all the sects of this century, none were 
more famous than the Waldenses, who inhabited the 
valleys of Piedmont, among the Alps. They 
took their name from Peter Waldus or Waldo, a rich 
merchant of Lyons, who having obtained a transla- 
tion of certain books of the Scriptures, especially 
the four Gospels, was convinced that the religion 
commonly taught differed altogether from that taught 
by Christ and his apostles. Earnestly desiring sal- 
vation, therefore, he distributed his property among 
the poor, and, in the year 1180, with some other 
pious men whom he had associated with him, he took 
upon himself the office of preacher. The archbishop 
of Lyons and other prelates opposed this proceeding. 
But the simple holy religion which these men pro- 
fessed, with the purity and innocence of their lives, 
had great influence with the multitude, who readily 
fell in with them. ‘They formed societies first in 
France, and then in Lombardy, and these multiplied 
and spread with amazing rapidity through all the 
countries of Europe; nor could they be exterminated 
by any punishments, whether by death or other 
forms of persecution. 

‘‘Some have maintained, however, and probably 
with truth, that the Waldenses were of much higher 
date than the time of Peter Waldo, and that they 
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took their name from the valleys in which they 
dwelt, and some have even deduced their origin from 
a vety early period of the Christian Church. That a 
people did inhabit those valleys long before this time, 
who rejected the corruptions of the Church of Rome, 
is generally admitted to be true.’’ 


The period in the church’s history in which the 
church in part appears as represented by this 144,000 
as first fruits is the period in which the mariner’s 
compass ‘was discovered, thus preparing the way for 
the mariner to cross the great oceans. ‘The conti- 
nent of America, with its adjacent islands, was dis- 
covered during this age, and with the world in view, 
and the church in sight, ready to resume the work of 
enlightening the world, we can readily interpret the 
several significant symbols described in the following 
verses: 

‘‘ And I saw another angel flying in mid-heaven, 
having an eternal gospel to proclaim unto them that 
dwell on the earth, and unto every nation and tribe 
and tongue and people; and he saith with a great 
voice, Fear God, and give him glory; for the hour of 
his judgment is come; and worship him that made 
the heaven and the earth and sea and fountains of 
waters.”’ - 

An angel or messenger appears in view just after 
the appearance of the church in symbol. See illus- 
tration No. 22. 

‘“'This angelisasymbol. (1) His flying indicates 
some movement or change that shall take place with 
great rapidity. (2) The fact that he has the ever- 
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lasting gospel shows that the movement symbolized 
is the evangelization of the world. (3) That the 
movement will be world-wide is shown in that he 
speaks to all races. (4) His proclamation shows 
that he not only offers the glad tidings, but declares 
the consequences of their rejection. This all implies 
that the purification of the church will be followed 
by a mighty gospel impulse which will sweep over 
the world. ‘There is a sublime missionary spirit on 
the part of the revived church. Full of zeal, breath- 
ing the spirit of the Master, permeated with the 
apostolic spirit, as in the days of old it will go every- 
where preaching the word. The old, old story, told 
by a holy people, told with a burning zeal and over- 
flowing love, shall exhibit its divine power in the 
salvation of the nations.’’—/eople’s N. T. Notes. 


Johnson, the author of the above, was of the opin- 
ion that the period represented above is yet future, 
but the expression ‘‘ first fruits’? leads us to believe 
it refers to the work of the reformers of the four- 
teeth, fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, and is repre- 
sented as the sixth seal was loosed by the angel 
with the seal of the living God; also by the coming 
to life of the two witnesses described in the sixth 
trumpet. It is the age of revolution, as is clearly 
* indicated in verses 9 to 12, as follows: 

‘(And another, a second angel, followed, saying, 
Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, which hath 
made all the nations to drink of the wine of the 
wrath of her fornication. And another angel, a 
third, followed them, saying with a great voice, If 


any man worshippeth the beast and his image, and 
receiveth a mark on his forehead, or upon his hand, 
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he also shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, 
which is prepared unmixed in the cup of his anger; 
and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in 
the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence 
of the Lamb: and the smoke of their torment goeth 
up for ever and ever; and they have no rest day and 
night, they that worship the beast and his image, 
and whoso receiveth the mark of his name. Here is 
the patience of the saints, they that keep the com- 
mandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.’’ 


The comments of B. W. Johnson in ‘‘The Peo- 
ple’s New Testament’’ on the above texts, cover 
the ground as follows: 


‘(And the third angel followed. ‘This angel pro- 
claims God’s judgment on all that worship the beast 
and his image. (See Ch. 13.) The same shall drink 
of the wine of the wrath of God. ‘Those who te- 
ceived the mark of the beast, worshiped the beast, 
drank the wine of Babylon, shall drink the wine of 
God’s wrath. His judgments shall be poured out on 
them. Shall be tormented with fire and brimstone. 
These ate symbols, just as wine and cup are sym- 
bols. ‘he meaning is that they shall suffer bitter 
anguish. And the smoke of their torment, ‘This is 
also a symbol suggested by fire and brimstone. The 
thought of this verse is the eternal unrest and pain 
of those who have followed the beast. Here zs the 
patience of the saints. ‘The thought that the enemies 
who oppress them and torture them will be finally 
utterly overcome gives the saints patience to endure. 
Babylon. What is meant by this city Babylon? 
‘The term occurs only inthe New Testament in 1 
Pet. 5: 13, and in the Book of Revelation. It is 
shown in this passage that Babylon virtually signi- 
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fies the same as the ‘‘beast and his image,’’ while 
in 17: 5 Babylon is shown to be the mystical harlot 
who sat on the seven headed and ten horned beast. 
In chapter 18 the fall of Babylon is again declared, 
and it is said that all the kings of the earth have 
committed fornication with her. Of this spiritual 
Babylon the old Babylon on the Euphrates was a 
type.’ 

The prospective overthrow of Babylon was enough 
to encourage the saints of that age to rejoice, and 
the saints of the present age rejoice over what has 
been accomplished, but in view of the millions that 
were sacrificed during the revolution of that age, we 
can now see why to encourage the people of that 
age the following benediction was heard: 


‘‘Blessed are the dead which die inthe Lord from 
henceforth: yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest 
from their labours; for their works follow with 
them.2* CV 712: ) 


The 14th, 15th and 16th verses indicate the call 
for the preaching of the Gospel as follows: 

‘““And I saw, and behold, a white cloud; and on 
the cloud 7 saw one sitting like unto a son of man, 
having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand 
a sharp sickle. And another angel came out from 
the temple crying with a great voice to him that sat 
on the cloud, Send forth thy sickle and reap: for the 
hour to reap is come; for the harvest of the earth is 
ovetripe. And he that sat on the cloud cast his 
sickle-upon the earth; and the earth was reaped.’’ 
(See illustration No. 22.) 


The above call no doubt refers to a harvest of 
souls to be gathered by the preaching of the ever- 
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lasting Gospel brought by the angel previously de- 
scribed. While the Gospel is being preached and 
victory is achieved by it, a war of another kind is 
going on, as indicated in verses 17 to 20 as follows: 

‘“‘And another angel came out from the temple 
which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. 
And another angel came out from the altar, he that 
hath power over fire; and he called with a great 
voice to him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Send 
forth thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the 
vine of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe. And 
the angel cast his sickle into the earth, and gathered 
the vintage of the earth, and cast it into the wine- 
ptess, the great wznxepress of the wrath of God. And 
the winepress was trodden without the city, and 
there came out blood from the winepress, even unto 
the bridles of the horses, as far as a thousand and 
six hundred furlongs.’’ (This is also illustrated by 
Now-22.) 

This symbol points to commotions and revolutions 
represented by the falling stars, great earthquakes, 
etc., described as the sixth seal was loosed. 

Two kinds of revolution seem to be contempor- 
aty, one preparing the way for the other; also two 
harvests are represented by two reapers, one a har- 
vest of souls and the other a harvest of bodies, as 
blood flows as wine from the wine-press, and the 
blood shed compared to a stream 200 miles long and 
in depth to the ‘‘horse-bridles.’? These two sickles 
have been used for several hundred years, and they 
are still being used, and will continne to be used 
until the sounding of the seventh angel, as we will 
see further on. 

13 


CHAPTER XIV. 
THE VIALS OF WRATH. 


The fifteenth chapter introduces another sign as 
follows: 


‘‘And I saw another sign in heaven, great and 
marvellous, seven angels having seven plagues, whzch 
are the last, for in them is finished the wrath of 
God.”’ , 

‘These Angels appear first as did the woman clothed 
with the sun, and the great red dragon ‘‘in heaven,” 
z.é.,in the air. See them represented in Illustra- 
tion No. 22.) 


No sooner do they make their appearance than a 
beautiful scene is witnessed, and a beautiful song is 
heard as follows: 


‘“‘And I saw as it were a glassy sea mingled with 
fire; and them that come victorious from the beast, 
and from his image, and from the number of his 
name, standing by the glassy sea, having harps of 
God. And they sing the song of Moses the servant 
of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great 
and marvellous are thy works, O Lord God, the 
Almighty; righteous and true are thy ways, thou 
King of the ages. Who shall not fear, O Lord, and 
glorify thy name? for thou only art holy; for all the 
nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy 
righteous acts have been made manifest.’’ 

(294) 
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It being the song of Moses, it was the song of 
deliverance, and the Song of the Lamb would be the 
same. 

Following the above the scene changes, and he is 
permitted to peer into the Tabernacle of the testi- 
mony as it appeared to be open in Heaven. 

By viewing Illustration No. 14, and looking 
through the first Tabernacle into the Holy of Holies, 
the Mercy Seat is seen overshadowed by the Cheru- 
bim, and the bright light visible represents the She- 
kinah or symbol of God’s presence. From this inner 
sanctuary as from the symbolic presence of God the 
seven angels emerge after the song, as verses 5 and 6 
represent. 

‘‘And after these things I saw, and the temple of 
the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was 
opened: and there came out from the temple the 
seven angels that had the seven plagues, arrayed 
with precious stone, pure and bright, and girt about 
their breasts with golden girdles. And one of the 
four living creatures gave unto the seven angels 
seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God, who 
liveth for ever and ever.”’ 

At this juncture ‘‘ one of the four living creatures 
gave unto the seven angels seven golden bowls full 
of the wrath of God, who liveth for ever and ever.”’ 
(Verse 7.) 

The four beasts here referred to are described in 
Chapter V., and, as explained in the third chapter, 
they represent the four great continents, Asia, 
Africa, Europe and America; hence the people or 
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nations of one of the continents are represented as 
furnishing the vials of wrath, and desiring to avoid 
dogmatism, I give it as my opinion, that it was 
the third living creature, or Europe, that is repre- 
sented. It was the people or nations of Europe that 
enthroned the head of the apostate church; and it 
was the nations of Europe that subsequently de- 
throned the same. And through the influence and 
power of the enlightened nations of Europe the way 
has been opened for the evangelization of the world 
by opening the ports of pagan nations and securing 
commercial intercourse, and demanding and secur- 
ing in a degree religious toleration; and it was the 
nations of Europe that prevented Moslem power 
from crushing the Jews and from killing off the 
ignorant pagans and from exterminating Chris- 
tianity, and much of what is to be accomplished as 
symbolized by the pouring out of the vials of wrath, 
will be effected by and through the nations of 
Europe. 

Before considering the seven angels of wrath sep- 
arately, we should determine, if possible, the signi- 
ficance of verse 8, which reads as follows: 

‘‘And the temple was filled with smoke from the 
glory of God, and from his power; and none was 


able to enter into the temple, till the seven plagues 
of the seven angels should be finished.”’ 


Johnson’s comments in People’s New Testament, 
express my understanding of the text fully, as fol- 
lows: 
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“And the temple was filled with smoke . . and 
none was able to enter into the temple until, etc. 
Does this mean that the heavens are shut against 
man during this period? Does it mean that no one 
can enter the true Church until the plagues are 
poured out? So some have mistakenly maintained. 
The doors of the kingdom were opened on Pentecost, 
and will never be closed until the marriage supper of 
the Lamb. ‘The true meaning is plain. The place 
of intercession has just been seen. ‘The seven wrath 
angels came forth. ‘The smoke then fills the temple 
so that no one can approach the place of interces- 
sion. ‘The Greek original says xo ove, instead of xo 
man. It means that the Divine purpose is fixed; 
the wrath angels sa// pour out their vials; there zs 
no place longer given for tntercesston to prevent the 
just judgments of God. ‘The time of intercession 
has passed by, and the time for judgment has come. 
‘No one can enter the temple’ to the tabernacle of 
testimony, the place of intercession, to avert these 
judgments ‘until the seven plagues of the seven 
angels were fulfilled.’ ”’ 


The Angels having come out of the Temple or 
Tabernacle heard the words: 


““Go ye, and pour out the seven bowls of the 
wrath of God into the earth. -And the first went, 
and poured out his bowl into the earth; and it be- 
came a noisome and grievous sore upon the men 
which had the mark ofthe beast, and which wor- 
shipped his image.’’ (Chap. 16:1, 2.) 


The reader will notice that the contents of the 
vial or bowl did not fall upon the Beast, but rather 
upon the earth, and hence upon the men who have 
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the mark of the Beast, although they may have 
resided in these parts of the earth where the Beast 
or what it represents had never held sway. By read- 
ing the roth verse we discover that the Beast is not 
affected directly until four angels have emptied their 
vials, and the many commentators who have supposed 
that the Beast alone received the wrath to the exclu- 
sion of other opposing elements in sevenfold propor- 
tion, have failed to give a correct interpretation of 
the symbolic action of the seven angels in pouring 
out the contents of the vials. The question to de- 
cide first is, what is the mark of the Beast? If I 
have not studied history in vain, I have discovered 
that the Political or Temporal Power, symbolized by 
the Beast, put its own will forward, and the will of 
God as expressed in the Bible was put upon the back- 
ground, and it insisted on men doing its will rather 
than the expressed -will of God, and slew them by 
the thousand for their adherence to the word of 
God. See comments on the fifth seal. The Prophet 
Daniel saw that it would ‘‘change times and cus- 
toms,’? and wear out the saints who desired to 
obey God rather than man; hence all on the earth 
who are guided by their own stubborn wills rather 
than by the will of God, and whose hands carry out 
the will of the rebellious minds rather than God’s 
will, incur the displeasure of God and suffer in some 
way as the first vial is poured out, whether they live 
in Rome or in any other part of the world. In what 
way God will seek to break the stubborn will of the 
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rebellious millions can only be conjectured. That 
the course of coming predetermined events will be 
for the purpose of preparing the minds and hearts of 
those long in darkness to accept Christ under the in- 
fluence of the Gospel is clearly intimated by the 
wording of the song sung by those ‘‘ who have gotten 
the victory over the Beast,’’ as follows: 

‘Who shall not fear, O Lord, and glorify thy 
name? for thou only art holy, forall the nations shall 
come end worship before thee; for thy righteous acts 
have ucn made manifest.’? (Chap. 15.) 

This part of the song seems to refer to what will 
take place as the result of pouring out the vials. 

The seven years’ famine in Egypt was part of the 
plan of God in carrying out his purposes, and was 
indicated in the Lord’s promise to Abraham. Also, 
the three and a half years’ famine in the days of 
Elijah was necessary to compel apostate Israel to 
even question whether Baal was God or not, and the 
successful overthrow of Jerusalem by the armies of 
Nebuchadnezzar, and the seventy years’ captivity 
that followed, were the crowning acts to prevent the 
Jews from worshiping false gods. So what is here 
referred to as the seven last plagues are foreseen as 
something to be suffered that the condition of things 
may become better on the earth, as the result of 
many finally becoming submissive to the will of their 
Creator. ‘I‘he events referred to being symbolized by 
the seven last plagues are doubtless mostly, if not 
entirely, in the future; hence while we cannot now 
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determine with any degree of certainty just what the 
events will be, we can determine what parts of the 
eatth will successively be affected, as each angel 
pours out the contents of his vial. In chapter 8, v. 
5, an angel is represented as casting fire into the 
earth, and as a result there followed voices, and 
thunderings, and lightnings, and anearthquake. In 
that we concluded we saw the preaching of the Gos- 
pel in all the world to every creature, according to 
the great commission; so in the pouring out of the 
first vial ‘‘into the earth,’’ a certain class through- 
out the world are to be made sensible of God’s over- 
ruling power. 

As the first and last angel trumpets are heard 
effects world-wide are seen, so as the first and last 
vials are poured out the effects are world-wide; but 
not so with the intermediate, as we will see: 

‘And the second poured out his bowl into the 
sea; and it became blood as of a dead man; and every 
living soul died, evex the things that were in the 
sea.”” 

As the sea took to its bosom the burning moun- 
tain, representing Declining Rome entering the 
Church, so the great apostate church is represented 
as being abandoned by the Lord, and appears as a 
dead man; the blood, in which is life, no longer 
flows, hence it remains only in form, or as a body 
ready to be buried. | 

Such is, in a deplorable degree, the present condi- 
tion of the apostate church; and when the call, 
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““Come out of her, O my people,’’ is heard and an- 
sweted, the remaining portion will be dead, dead, 
dead. . 

The ‘‘ living creatures’? which were in the sea and 
had life began to die as soon as the mountain went 
into the sea, so the universal Church began to die 
when Constantine and his retinue of state officials 
entered the Church. Of this event Wharey says: 


‘‘Some years previous to the death of Galerius, 
Constantine, afterwards called the Great, had suc- 
ceeded, on the death of his father, to the empire of 
the West. His sagacity enabled him to discover 
that it was the best policy to protect the Christians. 

* * Inclined from the first to give equal pro- 
tection to the Christians with his other subjects, he 
afterwards favored them, and finished by establish- 
ing their religion as that of the Roman Empire. In 
this manner, he was the instrument of Providence in 
delivering the church from the grievous persecutions, 
which hitherto the superstition, prejudices and 
malice of heathen priests and magistrates had ex- 
cited; and in so completely overturning the pagan 
system, that it could never afterwards recover from 
the shock, or succeed in re-assuming its former posi- 
tion and influence. How far Constantine himself 
experienced the power of that religion, which he 
favored, cannot now be known satisfactorily. He 
tather appears to have regarded Christianity with the 
Syeror a, statesman, than of a disciple. *. * * 
Under Constantine the Great, the church first be- 
came connected with the state, and inits govern- 
ment was accommodated to such connection, upon 
principles of state policy. The emperor placed him- 
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self at the head of the church, usurped supreme 
power over it, and claimed the right of modelling 
and controlling it in such manner as would best sub- 
serve the public good. And so delighted, no doubt, 
were the bishops with the idea of having the emper- 
ot at the head of the church, and of being entirely 
released from the troubles and persecutions which 
they had suffered under heathen emperors, that there 
was not found one disposed to question his right to 
exercise this most umnscriptural usurpation. ‘My 
kingdom;’ says Christ, ‘is not of this world;’ and 
the touch of the state has never failed to contamin- 
ate the church. So it-was now.’’ (Sketches of 
History, pages 51, 52.) 


According to the above, the first real or apparent 
union of church and state was effected by Constan- 
tine early in the fourth century, and the church was 
apparently willing to submit to his dictation, but 
why this should lead to spiritual death is not from 
the above apparent; but by the following quotation 
from pages 67 and 68, we think it is clearly brought 
out: 


‘‘Athanasius, bishop of Alexandria, distinguished 
himself as the opposer of the doctrines of Arius; and 
pethaps was the means, under God, of saving the 
church from the ruin of that overspreading heresy. 
A general council was called by order of the Emper- 
or Constantine, which met at Nice, in Bityhnia in 
the year 325, in order to settle this great contro- 
versy. This council, reckoned the first general 
council, consisted of more than three hundred bish- 
ops, with the emperor at their head, who seems to 
have presided. In this council, after various alter- 
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cations and conflicts of the bishops, the doctrine of 
Arius was condemned, Christ was pronounced to be 
of the same essence with the Father, Arius was sent 
into exile in Illyricum, and his followers were com- 
pelled to assent to acreed or confession of faith, 
composed by the council.’’ 


According to the above, the emperor encouraged 
the church to call councils to decide what men 
should believe, and aided the church to compel 
Christians to profess faith in such decisions, or to be 
banished from their homes, and not long afterward 
they died as martyrs if they did not thus confess. 

That becoming the policy of an apostatizing 
church, moral and religious corruption and spiritual 
stagnation followed, and as we see is to end in spir- 
itual death, and the condition of the church symbol- 
ized or compared to the blood of a dead man. 


‘‘And the third poured out his bowl into the riv- 
ers and the fountains of the waters; and it became 
blood. And I heard the angel of the waters saying, 
Righteous art thou, which art and which wast, thou 
Holy One, because thou didst thus judge: for they 
poured out the blood of saints and prophets, and 
blood hast thou given them to drink: they are 
worthy. And I heard the altar saying, Yea, O 
Lord God, the Almighty, true and righteous are thy 
judgments.”’ 


If the Star Wormwood, described in chapter 8, 
vetses 10 and 11, represented the appearance of 
Mohammed, a great warrior and pretended prophet 
(see chapter 6), then the third vial represents the 
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decline of Mohammedism as the result of bloody 
revolutions. That it has lost its power in part as 
the result of bloody contests is certain, and that it 
will go down in blood is very plainly indicated by 
the above. 


‘‘And the fourth poured out his bowl upon the 
sun; and it was given unto it to scorch men with 
fire. And men were scorched with great heat: and 
they blasphemed the name of the God which hath 
the power over these plagues: and they repented not 
to give him glory.”’ 

The above describes the effect of the pouring out 
of the fourth vial. Its contents fall upon the sun, 
which as.the fourth angel trumpet sounded was par- 
tially darkened, and now the sun receives the con- 
tents of the fourth vial of wrath, and suddenly 
becomes so bright that everything that cannot stand 
a bright light is withered under its rays, so that the 
enemies of the sun or light endure the wrath sym- 
bolized. The language of, J. L. Martin in ‘‘Voice 
of Seven Thunders’’ covers the ground. 


‘The vial is poured out on the sun, it says, ‘and 
power was given unto it.’ It did not hurt the sun, 
bless you, but it gave it power to scorch men with 
fire; did not hurt the Bible, but made it shine the 
brighter. They made it dark when the Fourth 
Angel sounded, and now, when the vial of God’s 
wtath is poured out, it gives the Bible power and 
makes it shine with such brilliancy that men are 
wilted down under it. ‘And men were scorched 
with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, 


THE VIALS OF WRATH 205 


which hath power over these plagues; and they 
tepented not to give him glory.’ And, if a man will 
open his eyes, he will certainly see that the sun that 
was darkened through the dark ages—the Word of 
the Lord—is now shining as it never has shone since 
the black horse started out. ‘There is power enough 
in it now, and it makes emperors and the great men 
of the earth wilt down. It is withering everything 
that stands in opposition to it. The Bible is not 
hurt; the sun is not injured by the pouring out of 
the vial, but it is scorching those that hold up their 
puny hands against it.’’ 

The power of the light of the Sun of Righteousness 
to wither and destroy all opposition, is but partly 
manifest as yet, hence the period represented by this 
symbol is yet future. 

‘“‘And the fifth poured out his bowl upon the 
throne of the beast; and his kingdom was darkened; 
and they gnawed their tongues for pain, and they 
blasphemed the God of heaven because of their 
pains and their sores; and they repented not of their 
wotks,.”’ (Verses 10, II-) 

The above quotations make it apparent that our 
interpretations of the Fifth Angel Trumpet were 
correct. We said, in substance, that it symbolized 
the Pontificate, or in other words, the Papacy, dur- 
ing a period that it was aided and protected by what 
the Beast represents, it having control of the Roman 
Kingdom, which is here referred to as the Beast. 

The contents of this Vial or bowl were poured out 
upon the seat of the Beast. In commenting on these 
verses, Johnson, in People’s New Testament, says: 
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“By the throne of the Beast must be meant the 
seat of his power. ‘There are few students of the 
Bible, whether Catholic or Protestant, who deny 
that Italy and Rome are the throne of the great 
world power of which the seven-headed beast is the 
symbol. ‘Then, the scene of the calamities of the 
fifth vial will be Italy and Rome. ‘That has been 
the seat of the Beast for 1300 years. In the very 
seat of his power the Beast shall receive a blow that 
will fill his kingdom with darkness, and those who 
worship him with anguish. Something will occur 
that will cause great dismay and anguish to the 
Roman priesthood and devotees.”’ 


If the seven last plagues are yet future, the inquiry 
naturally arises as to how the Fifth Angel can pour 
out his vial on the seat of the Beast long after the 
Beast is dead. 

The Beast represents principally Temporal power, 
and not ecclesiastical, and most, if not all, that was 
symbolized by the Beast, has passed away. 

J. L. Parsons, in a series of well prepared articles 
for the Christian Oracle, on the downfall of the 
papacy, has given a summary of events in connec- 
tion with its downfall, from which we quote, that our 
readers may have the benefit of the same, viz: 


‘Terrible judgments fell upon the Catholics dur- 
ing the career of Napoleon. Pope Pius VI. greatly 
suffered from the sword of Bonaparte. General 
Berthier marched upon Rome, set up a Roman 
Republic, and the pontiff was carried away to the 
camp of infidels. He finally died at Valance, in the 
land where his priests had been slain, his power 
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broken, and his name and office become a mockery 
and a byword. His death occurred in 1799. Next 
year the fortunes of war changed and another Pope 
was selected, who assumed the name of Pius VII. 

‘In 1808 the French troops again entered Rome, 
sent the cardinals into exile, but the Pope was kept a 
prisoner. Next year the Papal States were annexed 
to the French Empire, and Rome was declared a 
second city! 

‘On account of this Pius VII. excommunicated 
Napoleon. ‘The French troops retaliated by arrest- 
ing the Pope and carrying him across the Alps. He 
was treated with great severity, kept a close pris- 
_oner, his friends taken from him, while he was - 
forced to live on half acrownaday. Next Napo- 
leon induced him to sign the concordat by which he 
venounced all claim to Rome forever, and abandoned 
the temporal power. 

‘‘Napoleon fell in 1815, and the Pope was once 
more restored. God’s purposes could not be resisted 
in this manner. It lasted but a short time, and dur- 
ing its continuance the Papal power was only a 
name compared to what it had been formerly. 

‘From this time on, with varying states of pros- 
perity and adversity, the course of the Papacy has 
been one of downfall and decay. Since it was hum- 
bled by Napoleon the Papacy, though claiming some 
temporal power, has not dared to persecute and 
slaughter people on account of their faith. ‘The 
Papacy has in the past made war with the saints and 
overcome them, fifty millions of evangelical martyrs 
having been slain by tts authority. But it can never 
lift the sword to persecute the saints again. 

‘The year 1860 was one of sore trouble and dis- 
may to the Papacy. This was the central year of 
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the remarkable exploits of Garibaldi on behalf of his 
cherished ideal of Italian unity. ‘The Pope’s domin- 
ion in Italy was soon limited to Rome itself. 

‘In 1866 Protestant Prussia worsted the Romish 
Empire of Austria. In 1868 the Spanish revolution 
took place; Queen Isabella fled; the Jesuits were 
banished, and great losses were sustained by the 
Catholics. 

‘In 1870 Pius IX. summoned the cecuinenical 
council. Six archbishop princes, 49 cardinals, 11 
patriarchs, 680 archbishops and bishops, 28 abbots, 
29 generals of orders, 803 spiritual rulers, represent- 
ing the Church of Rome throughout the world, 1,606 
altogether, attended the Vatican council, which sol- 
emnly decreed that the Pope is, in all his decisions 
with regard to faith and morals, zzfallzble. ‘This 
decree was made July 18, 1870. Arrangements had 
been made by means of mirrors to reflect a glory 
around the Pope at noon on that day; but the dark 
clouds shut out the sun. A great storm broke over 
Rome that day, the sky was darkened by a horrible 
tempest, and the rolling thunder drowned the voices 
of the council! 

‘(On the very day following the declaration of this 
blasphemous doctrine of infallibility was declared 
the terrible Franco-German war. ‘The French 
Empire of Louis Napoleon furnished the soldiers 
by whom the Pope was maintained on his tottering 
throne. ‘These were withdrawn to fight in the war 
in which the French Empire collapsed. Seeing the 
defenseless situation of the Pope, Victor Emanuel 
entered the Roman States, and, on September 20, 
1870, declared Rome the capital of the kingdom of 
Italy. Within this year, 1870, the Papacy had 
assumed the highest spiritual exaltation to which it 
could aspire, and lost the temporal sovereignty which 
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it had held for a thousand years. The temporal 
power and dominion of the Pope had been swept 
away forever. Not a nation in Europe remains 
under it. The Pope can never be a temporal sover- 
eign again. The Almighty has decreed it. The 
days of his temporal power have been numbered and 
have come to an end.”’ 

The official claiming to be the successor of both 
St. Peter and Ceesar is there still, but not as a tem- 
poral ruler; one of the two horns still remains, hence 
the Second Beast is not dead, and it is apparent to 
all enlightened visitors in Rome and throughout 
Italy, that while the light of Truth is dispelling the 
darkness of the Middle Ages in other portions of 
Europe and in Asia and in Africa and upon the Con- 
tinent of America, the light produces the least effect 
upon the mind of the original Italian, who still 
adheres to the so-called successor of St. Peter, and 
throughout the world the minds of the subjects of 
his spiritual kingdom appear to be shrouded in 
thick darkness, as the expression, ‘‘And his king- 
dom was full of darkness,’’ implies. 

‘‘And the sixth poured out his powl upon the 
great river, the v~zver Euphrates; and the water 
thereof was dried up, that the way might be made 
ready for the kings that come from the sunrising. 
And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon, 
and out of the beast, and out of the mouth of the 
false prophet, three unclean spirits, as it were frogs: 
for they are spirits of devils, working signs; which 
go forth unto the kings of the whole world, to gather 

14 
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them together unto the war of the great day of God, 
the Almighty. (Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed 
is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest 
he walk naked and they see his shame.) And they 
gathered them together into the place which is called 
in Hebrew Har-Magedon. 

The reader should read in connection with the 
above chapter 9: 14 to close, and he will discover 
that location of the opposition to Christianity is 
referred to in the fifth vial as the seat of the 
Beast, z. e., Rome in Italy, Ceesar’s seat on the Tiber 
is referred to, but in the sixth vial some power in 
connection with some event associated with the 
Euphrates is referred to. Johnson, in ‘‘Notes on the 
New ‘Testament,’’ says: ‘‘The Christianity of the 
East overthrown by the Saracens and Turks had 
become entirely corrupt.’? He represents that 
the sixth angel trumpet foretold the conquest of the 
Ottoman Turk. (See chapter 7 of this book.) 
Hence we conclude that this sixth vial represents 
the overthrow of the Ottoman Empire, which is the 
main support of the religion of the false prophet 
Mahomet. 

In connection with its overthrow, there will be a 
union of Paganism, Mohammedanism and Catholi- 
cism acting in concert with the kings of the earth, 
as described in the 13th and 14th verses, the three 
opposing elements being represented by the Dragon, 
Beast and false Prophet. The enlightened people of 
both Europe and America are opposed to the three 
religious elements’ above symbolized, and by some 
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kind of an issue in which the three will claim com- 
mon cause of defense, the greatest war known in the 
history of the world will, in my opinion, yet become 
a matter of history, during which the Ottoman 
Empire will go down tn blood and with it ina great 
degree the religion of Mohammed; and with the 
overthrow of the Ottoman Empire as the chief sup- 
port of Mohammedanism, the way will be opened 
for a rapid conversion of the pagan nations of the 
East as referred to by the expression, ‘‘That the 
ways of the kings of the east might be prepared”’ 
ive 12). 

‘‘And the seventh poured out his bowl upon the 
air; and there came forth a great voice out of the 
temple, from the throne, saying, It is done; and 
there were lightnings, and voices, and thunders; and 
there was a great earthquake, such as was not since 
there were men upon the earth, so great an earth- 
quake, somighty. And the great city was divided 
into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: 
and Babylon the great was remembered in the sight 
of God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the 
fierceness of his wrath. And every island fled away, 
and the mountains were not found. And great hail, 
every stone about the weight “of a talent, cometh 
down out of heaven upon men: and men blasphemed 
God because of the hail; for the plague thereof is 
exceeding great’? (Verses 17.to 21.) 


As the seventh angel pours out his vial, a voice 
exclaims, ‘‘It is done.’’ The work is finished. Fol- 
lowing the great storm described, as the sixth vial 
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was poured out there is a kind of clearing-up shower 
in which remaining vestiges of the several opposing 
powers are finally swept away, and then there is a 
repetition of what is described as symbols of the 
beginning and closing up of the present dispensa- 
tion, as described in chapter 8: 5-11, 15-19. 

The great city referred to in verse 19 represents 
the great Romish Church, which is a combination of 
Paganism, Judaism and Christianity, and when it is 
divided into three parts the Paganism will vanish, 
and Judaism will be abandoned because the world 
will have learned that Judaism has been superseded 
by Christianity, and the Christianity that is in the 
system will remain with Christianity elsewhere; but 
with that separation of elements, the Romish Church, 
as such, will cease to exist, hence the detailed 
account of its fall in the seventeenth chapter. In 
addition to the fall of the great city, what is repre- 
sented by the passing away of islands and mountains 
will alsotake place. Islands and mountains repre- 
sent kingdoms, and asthe kingdoms of this world 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and his Christ, 
the despotisms both great and small will go down, 
and general autonomy will prevail, but such a state 
of things cannot exist until the incorrigible or those 
who violently oppose the new order of things follow- 
ing the revolutions above described are subdued by 
the harsh means referred to in the 21st verse as 
follows: 


‘‘And there fell upon men a great hail out of 
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heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: 
and men blasphemed God because of the plague of 
the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding 
great.” 


CHAPTER XV. 
THE GREAT HARLOT AND HER FATE. 


‘‘And there came one of the seven angels that 
had the seven bowls, and spake with me, saying, 
Come hither, I will shew thee the judgment of the 
great harlot that sitteth upon many waters; with 
whom the kings of the earth committed fornication, 
and they that dwell in the earth were made drunken 
with the wine of her fornication. And he carried 
me away in the Spirit into a wilderness: and I saw a 
woman sitting upon a scarlet-colored beast, full of 
names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten 
horns. And the woman was arrayed in purple and 
scarlet, and decked with gold and precious stone and 
pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of 
abominations, even the unclean things of her forni- 
cation, and upon her forehead a name written, MyS- 
TERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF THE 
HARLOTS, AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 
And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the 
saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.”’ 


In the sixteenth chapter, part of which is quoted 
above, John’s attention is called to what he says 
caused him to wonder with great wonder. He was 
overwhelmed with amazement as he saw before him 
a continuation of symbols which indicated events 
startling and terrible to contemplate. (See Illustra- 
tion, NO. 21.) 
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He in Spirit is in a wilderness. ‘The Beast with 
seven heads and ten horns is there. It carries a 
woman; one of her names is Mystery, Babylon the 
Great. She is the Mother of Harlots. Sheis drunk, 
yes drunk, and the worst kind of drunkenness is rep- 
resented, ‘‘drunk with the blood of saints.’? She 
exults in the thought of being a Queen and imagines 
that she will never see sorrow, ‘‘For she saith in her 
heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall in 
no wise see mourning.’’ It is not strange that the 
seer should be amazed and filled with wonder with 
such a character in view. ‘There is now no mystery 
as to what was represented by the Beast, as we con- 
sidered it as it appeared before, as described in the 
thirteenth chapter, and by solving the enigma de- 
scribed in verses 8, 9 and 10 of this chapter. (See 
Chapter 6 of this book.) We know that it repre- 
sents the temporal power of Rome, but what is 
represented by this woman? ‘To ascertain what she 
represents consider the points of significance men- 
tioned. She is a Queen, and as such would have 
some authority. She is clothed in royal colors and 
gorgeously attired; hence we conclude, because of a 
wedding, she has risen to the position she now exults 
over, and her subjects are not all found within the 
limits of the Roman Empire, but as represented in 
the 15th verse they are ‘‘peoples and multitudes and 
nations and tongues;’’ hence her authority is catho- 
lic, or universal, and the temporal power being repre- 
sented by the Beast that carries her, and as her 
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dominions are catholic, or universal, the combination 
represents Roman Catholic or universal power. ‘The 
rider is supposed to control or direct any animal or 
beast upon which he or she rides, hence in this sym- 
bolism the Church claiming catholicity is represented 
as controlling the State in the interest of the Church; 
and every instructed Catholic, Protestant or Infidel 
knows that there was a time when the above was 
true of the Romish Church, and it was during that 
period that thousands, if not millions, were sacrificed 
for presuming to question the unlimited authority of 
the Church whose head claimed to represent all the 
authority of Christ and the authority of Cesar as the 
great earthly potentate. Hence at the time above 
symbolized she, with the kings of the earth, was 
‘(drunk on the blood of the saints.’? By reading 
from the rath verse to the end of the chapter, we 
learn that. the same kingdoms that for a time loaned 
her their power to carry out her murderous and 
blasphemous will, would work her destruction, as in 
a measure they have already done, but not in the 
degree that they will yet do, as indicated by the 
pouring out of the sixth and seventh vials. 

But why should this symbol come in after the 
appearance of the Church (first fruits) is seen in 
symbol coming from the wilderness. We answer, to 
indicate the terrible persecution of Protestants by the 
Catholic Church in the hope of crushing forever 
every vestige of Protestantism. It was the blood 
that flowed from the veins of the followers of Wick- 
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liffe and of Jerome and Huss, and the blood of 
the Huguenots, and the blood shed during the reign 
of Bloody Mary, and the blood of saints that flowed 
as rivers in Paris and elsewhere on St. Bartholo- 
mew’s day that made that woman drunk. Of this 
woman we tead further: 

‘“‘And the woman which thou sawest is the great 
city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.”’ 
(Verse 18.) 

According to the above the graphic description of 
the fall of the great city, as given in the eighteenth 
chapter, is but another description of the doom of 
the great church represented by the drunken Harlot. 
The eighteenth chapter gives in detail a prophetic 
account of the fall of something symbolized by a 
great city, and as we have learned, that great city 
represents just the same thing that is symbolized by 
the woman described in the preceding chapter, hence 
the great church that controlled ‘‘peoples and multi- 
tudes and nations and tongues,’’ is now to be con- 
sidered in its ultimate fall. The reader will take 
notice that the seventeenth and eighteenth chapters 
ate supplementary to the pouring out of the seventh 
vial, that is, we are no further on in the history at 
the close of the eighteenth chapter than we were at 
the close of the sixteenth chapter, but powers over- 
thrown are made a special object of consideration in 
detail. 

In the seventeenth chapter the union of church 
and state at a time when the church was the supe- 
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rior or controlling power is with great prominence 
brought out, and the terrible consequences following 
that union and the overthrow of the church by a 
change of sentiment in regard to the church’s char- 
acter and claims is also indicated, and in the 
eighteenth chapter is a vivid portrayal of the over- 
throw of that church. It is indicated first in the 
words: 


‘After these things I saw another angel coming 
down out of heaven, having great authority; and 
the earth was lightened with his glory. And-he 
cried with a mighty voice, saying, Fallen, fallen is 
Babylon the great, and is become a habitation of 
devils, and a hold of every unclean spirit, and a 
hold of every unclean and hateful bird. For by the 
wine of the wrath of her fornication all the nations 
are fallen; and the kings of the earth committed for- 
nication with her, and the merchants of the earth 
waxed rich by the power of her wantonness. AndI 
heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come 
forth, my people, out of her, that ye have no fellow- 
ship with her sins, and that ye receive not of her 
plagues.’’ 


The central figure inthe picture in illustration No. 
22, represents this period, and the angel seen upon 
the bright cloud together with the angel having the 
everlasting Gospel seen inthe same picture, symbol- 
ize the brightness here represented, and her fall is 
forcibly illustrated by the right hand figure, as de- 
scribed in verse 21 of this chapter as follows: 


‘‘And a strong angel took up a stone as it were a 
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great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, 
Thus with a mighty fall shall Babylon, the great 
city, be cast down, and shall be found no more at 
all.” 


The general and final overthrow of the great apos- 
tate church is forcibly suggested by illustration No. 
o2, 

The language of verses 1, 2 and 3, referring to the 
fall of Babylon, is prospective, as the utterances of 
the descending angel are heard before the call for the 
Lord’s people to come out of her. As in the pre- 
ceding chapter, she is represented as having been in 
alliance with the kings of the earth, and with the 
eatth’s merchantmen, who deal in all kinds of mer- 
chandise, trading both upon the land and upon the 
sea. ‘There never was so extensive a corporation, 
combination or trust. described in the history of the 
world as is described in this chapter. We have in 
modern times the great railroad corporations, the 
coal-oil trusts, the sugar trusts, the infamous whisky 
trusts, etc., but they are nothing compared with 
the trust here described. The railroad trusts 
guard only the interests of their companies. The 
coal-oil trusts look solely after the interests of those 
who deal in kerosene. The sugar trust looks after 
its own interests, and the whisky trust proposes to 
take care of itself, but this wicked, unholy trust or 
combination included the civil, the political, the 
commercial of every class, and the religious, and in 
the religious is included traffic in the souls of men; 
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and to such an extent was this unholy, oppressive, 
murderous trust carried, that none could carry on 
any traffic unless they were in this combination. 
No wonder there were so many to stand afar off and 
bewail and lament for her when they saw the smoke 
of her burning, saying, 


‘Woe, woe, the great city, Babylon, the strong 
city! forin one hour is thy judgment come. And 
the merchants of the earth weep and mourn over 
her, for no man buyeth their merchandise any more; 
merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stone, 
and pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and silk, and 
scarlet; and all thyine wood, and every vessel of 
ivory; and every vessel made of most precious wood, 
and of brass, andiron, and marble; and cinnamon, 
and spice, and incense, and ointment, and frankin- 
cense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, 
and cattle, and sheep; and merchandtse of horses and 
chariots and slaves; and souls of men.”’ 


One-tenth part of that city fell centuries ago 
when the two witnesses first arose, and in one day, 
z.é., one day with the Lord, which may be centuries 
with us, she is doomed to an entire overthrow, and 
in view of her certain doom the kings have been 
weeping. Some have wiped and dried up their tears; 
others are still weeping. Considering her present 
widowhood and certain demise, England and Ger- 
many and other kingdoms which we might name, 
have ceased to weep. France is becoming com- 
posed, Italy itself ceases to wail, while Spain, whose 
spirit is still that of the mother, isin agony writhing 
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‘still; and the mourning is heard from far-off Mexico 
and from the South American republics, and some 
subdued sobs are heard from her admirers in the 
Queen’s dominions in the New World, and occasion- 
ally a sigh is heard from sympathizers in the Great 
Republic, and they will still be heard until all hope 
of her resurrection is gone, as the result of her final 
demise promised in this chapter. 


CHAPTER XVir 


The nineteenth chapter contains an elaborate 
description of the final struggle in which the aban- 
doned woman is driven from the field and in which 
the great city goes down, and of the great rejoicing 
in heaven and among the people of the four quar- 
ters of the globe over the certain doom of the false 
woman and the great city, and isdescribed as fol- 
lows: 


‘‘After these things I heard as it were a great 
voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, Halle- 
lujah; Salvation, and glory, and power, belong to 
our God: for true and righteous are his judgments; 
for he hath judged the great harlot, which did cor- 
tupt the earth with her fornication, and he hath 
avenged the blood of hisservants at her hand. And 
a second time they say, Hallelujah. And her smoke 
goeth up for ever and ever. And the four and 
twenty elders and the four living creatures fell down 
and worshipped God that sitteth on the throne, say- 
ing, Amen; Hallelujah. And a voice came forth 
from the throne, saying, Give praise to our God, all 
ye his servants, ye that fear him, the small and the 
great. And I heard as it were the voice of a great 
multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as 
the voice of mighty thunders, saying, Hallelujah: 
for the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigneth. Let 
us rejoice and be exceeding glad, and let us give the 
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glory unto him: for the marriage of the Lamb is 
come, and his wife hath made herself ready. And 
it was given unto her that she should array herself 
in fine linen, bright azd pure: for the fine linen is 
the righteous acts of the saints. And he saith unto 
me, Write, Blessed are they which are bidden to 
the marriage supper of the Lamb.”’ 


There is much confusion in many minds in regard 
to what is meant by the expressions ‘‘The marriage 
supper of the Lamb,’’ and ‘‘The Bride hath made 
herself ready.’?’ Many, yea, nearly all expositors 
have concluded that the expressions.refer to the 
union of Christ with his people in connection with 
his second personal coming, and although seeing 
serious difficulties in the way of accepting the above 
interpretation, I hesitate to give a counter-interpre- 
tation, considering how good, grand and great are 
the minds of those who have given the above inter- 
pretation. My objection is based upon the time 
when this marriage feast seems to comein. ‘The 
doom of the false woman has been predicted and the 
fall of the wicked city also, and following the grand 
oratorio the grand decisive battle is described, in 
which the enemies of Christ (the husband) and the 
church (the bride) are vanquished, and it would 
hardly be expected that the bride at such a time 
would be ready to enter into a state of peaceful rest 
with her husband, who is represented as leading his 
united hosts in the great battle in which the Beast 
and the false prophet are taken, described as follows: 
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‘‘And I saw the heaven opened; and behold, a 
white horse, and he that sat thereon, called Faithful 
and True; and in righteousness he doth judge and 
make war. And his eyes ave a flame of fire, and 
upon his head ave many diadems; and he hatha 
name written, which no one knoweth but he him- 
self. And he zs arrayed in a garment sprinkled 
with blood: and his name is called The Word of 
God. And the armies which are in heaven followed 
him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white 
and pure. And out of his mouth proceedeth a sharp 
sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and 
he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he tread- 
eth the winepress of the fierceness of the wrath of 
Almighty God. And he hath on his garment andon 
his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD” 
OF LORDS.’’ (See illustration No. .33) 


The result of the battle, or rather the scene after 
the battle, is described in verses 17 and 18 as follows: 


‘‘And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he 
cried with a loud voice, saying to all the birds that 
fly in mid heaven, Come and be gathered together 
unto the great supper of God; that ye may eat the 
flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the 
flesh of mighty men, and thé flesh of horses and of 
them that sit thereon, and the flesh of all men, both 
free and bond, and smalland great.”’ 


The opposition and captives are described in 
vetses 19, 20 and 21 as follows: 


‘(And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, 
and their armies, gathered together to make war 
against him that sat upon the horse, and against his 
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army. And the beast was taken, and with him the 
false prophet that wrought the signs in his sight, 
wherewith he deceived them that had received the 
matk of the beast, and them that worshipped his 
image: they twain were cast alive into the lake of 
fire that burneth with brimstone.’’ 


It is very evident that asin all symbols hitherto 
’ considered describing the sixth period, it being the 
epoch of revolution, two kinds of weapons are used, 
the one to break down despotism and the other to 
build up the long-lost cause of truth and righteous- 
ness. The angel calling from the sun, describes 
what would follow a battle in which carnal weapons 
are used, while the main army, which does the final 
work, does not use carnal weapons. In the picture 
the leader appears upon a white horse. He is called 
Faithful and True—upon his head are many crowns 
—his garments have been dyed in blood—out of his 
mouth proceeds a sharp sword—and his name is 
called ‘‘7he Word of God.’ In this grand imagery 
we see Christ at last triumphing in the power of his 
Word, and hence it is said ‘‘he doth judge and make 
wat.’’? ‘The sword to be used in this war is indicated 
by the sword proceeding from his mouth. We all 
know what power proceeds from the mouth. It is 
the power of language or speech; and hence, as the 
Gospel is preached according to the words of one of 
the angels that John saw in mid heavens, Jesus con- 
quers the nations through the Gospel in the great 
I5 / 
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battle described in this chapter. The army which 
he leads on to victory is described as follows: 


‘““And the armies which are in heaven followed 
him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white 
and clear.” 


Of the Lamb’s wife as previously described it was 
said: 


‘‘And let us give the glory unto him, forthe mar- 
riage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made 
herself ready. And it was given unto her that she 
should array herself in fine linen, bright azd pure: 
for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 
And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they 
which are bidden to the marriage supper of the 
Lamb.”’ 


Comparing the two descriptions, we conclude that 
the church is meant in both descriptions, hence the 
church by her righteousness was prepared to act 
under the leadership of Christ in this great conflict 
which was to end in the final overthrow of ‘‘the 
Beast and the false Prophet and the Kings of:the 
earth.”’ 

The church, as it here appears, comes into action 
as a pure church, as indicated by all having on white 
robes—it comes out a victorious church, as indicated 
by all riding on white horses. By this symbol we 
see that there is a good time coming. We see that 
- there will be unity again among those who profess 
to be followers of the Lamb. ‘That by having one 
Captain—Jesus—and one tule of life—His Word— 
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unity will be gained. And we see that by the vic- 
torious march of the Lord’s united army, the Gospel 
will yet triumph throughout the world. The proph- 
ets of old said it would. Christ has said it would. 
Our significant picture says it will. The Angel with 
the everlasting Gospel has said it would. And O, 
doubting professor, do not say it will not. 

Just consider how God in infinite wisdom has 
atranged everything with reference to the culmina- 
tion of victory. As firearms become a successful 
weapon of warfare, reserved for this age of revolu- 
tion, printing becomes a means of putting the Word 
of God into the hands of millions who otherwise 
could not have it; and by the power of steam the 
Bible and the missionary are being carried across 
the continent and beyond the seas. ‘The nations are 
seemingly coming closer together, as men send mes- 
sages with lightning speed, not only from town 
to town, from city to city, but from continent to 
continent and to the islands of the sea; and of late, 
without regard to distance we just talk to each other 
in an audible voice. What do all these things mean 
other than that the inventions of the age have pro- 
vided ways and means for the general dissemination 
of the Gospel, so that the whole earth may be filled 
‘(with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover 
the sea?’? As revolutions brought about by carnal 
watfare secure religious toleration through the 
world, consider the situation as it now is. 

The Crescent already begins to wane; the Roman- 
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ist is free to abandon his former faith as far as the 
law of the land is concerned; the Hindoo ceases to 
light the fire for the consumption of the body of the 
widow, and the mother ceases to cast her infant into 
the mouth of the crocodile of the Ganges; the altars 
of Paganism begin to crumble, and although to some 
imperceptible, the world is rapidly being prepared to 
hear the blessed Gospel of Salvation as it is taught 
in the Bible; and in the fullness of time, Jews and 
Gentiles of every continent will in vast multitudes 
join with the angels of heaven in the worship of the 
Living God, as the first prophetic vision indicated. 
When truth triumphs over error, and the light of 
God’s Word dispels the darkness of ages, and when 
all men are religiously free, and are controlled by the 
principles of the Gospel of Christ; and when the in- 
habitants of an undeceived and enlightened world 
settle all disputes by rational arbitration, so that 
they will need to study war no more, then, and not 
till then, will the nations enjoy the long looked for 
Millennial Age. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 
THE MILLENNIAL AGE. 


With what is described in the last verse of the 
nineteenth chapter the victory of Christ over every 
enemy except death seems to be complete, as the 
Beast, the false Prophet, and the Kings of the earth 
as their allies in opposing Heaven’s righteous King 
~ are vanquished by the combination of forces de- 
scribed, a remnant being slain (spiritually) ‘‘with 
the sword of him that sat upon the horse, even the 
sword which came forth out of his mouth;’’ hence 
they become submissive to the will of Christ, and 
the war ended, we have in this twentieth chapter, a 
declaration of peace in the words: 


‘‘And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, 
having the key of the abyss and a great chain in his 
hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, the old ser- 
pent, which is the Devil and Satan, and bound him 
for a thousand years, and cast-~ him into the abyss, 
shut z¢, and sealed z¢ over him, that he should 
deceive the nations no more, until the thousand 
years should be finished.”’ 


See illustration, No. 34. The reader should, 
after studying this picture, compare it with illus- 


tration No. 20, and knowing what occurred when the 
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abyss was first opened, we can form some idea of 
what is symbolized by the closing up of the same 
abyss. When it was opened the army of spiritual 
destroyers (under the command of what is repre- 
sented by the Beast) in the form of deadly locusts 
came out of the smoke that emanated from the abyss, 
and so as we learned, darkness followed until the sun 
and the air were darkened; hence we saw that peo- 
ple being in the dark were deceived, and the terrible 
state of things hitherto described, followed; but 
now the Beast has been taken and has been cast into 
the lake of fire, hence is no more, and Satan being 
bound and made a prisoner in the abyss, and the 
abyss closed, the smoke no longer rises. The clouds 
of darkness pass away, and Satan fails to deceive the 
nations. Why? ‘The answer is apparent. First, 
because of the light of the age represented; second, 
because he is bound with some kind of a chain that 
makes it impossible for him to deceive the enlight- 
ened nations of the earth. 

This same period is represented in the fourth and 
fifth chapters, and is illustrated by picture, No. 8, 
and in the picture is seen the ‘‘bow of peace,’’ and 
the seven lamps of fire, which, as we concluded, 
pointed to an age of peace and light, in which the 
people of the four great countries enjoyed the light, 
and under its influence they sang the song of 
redemption. 

It is all symbol, but the reality clearly comes out 
when the symbols are properly studied, and we do 
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not look for the things as John saw them to occur at 
all, but rather for what the symbols represent. 
Since Satan fails to deceive because of the chain, it 
becomes apparent at once that it was a chain of evi- 
dence that John saw, and refers not simply to the 
Bible itself, but to a chain of evidence that comes 
out in the age referred to corroborating the truth of 
the Bible. ‘The early Christians had the Bible, but 
it did not prevent Satan from deceiving the nations. 
The world has had the Bible since the Reformation, 
but Satan isin a large degree loose yet, and will 
remain so until Christians find out what the chain is, 
and use it ina way that will convince the world that 
the Bible is the Word of God, and as such is the 
only infallible guide in matters pertaining to our 
religious faith and practice. The question is, what 
is symbolized by that chain? I answer, it is the 
chain of evidence that has been coming to light 
for neatly a hundred years past, but mostly within 
the last half century, and is still coming to light, cor- 
‘roborating the truths of the Bible. The science of 
geology corroborates the Mosaic account of creation. 
The monuments of Egypt confirm Bible history 
from the days of Abraham to the reign of Jeroboam. 
Its tombs, its temples, its statutes and its carved 
rocks are speaking to the world to-day. The arche- 
ology of long lost and recently unearthed Nineveh 
confirms, in a wonderful degree, the sacred records 
of events from before the days of Jeroboam down to 
the fall of Samaria, and the prophecy of Daniel and 


232 : THE EXILED PROPHET 


other prophets, when studied in the light of history, 
places the stamp of inspiration on the sacred record 
from the days of Nebuchadnezzar down to the Ce- 
sats of Rome; and the book of Revelation, in the 
light of history, gives proof of the divine origin of 
Christianity, the evidence becoming stronger every 
day; hence we are now living in the time when the 
many links of this chain are being brought forward 
with which to bind Satan, and when he is securely 
bound a happy state of things will prevail, and fora 
long period of time, as indicated by the expression, 
‘ta thousand years.’’? How long a period of time is 
symbolized no mortal knows. 

During this period Christ will reign, and a class of 
persons will reign with him, as follows: 


‘(And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and 
judgement was given unto them: and J saw the 
souls of them that had been beheaded for the testi- 
mony of Jesus, and for the word of God, and such as 
worshipped not the beast, neither his image, and re- 
ceived not the mark upon their forehead and upon 
their hand; and they lived and reigned with Christ 
a thousand years. ‘The rest of the dead lived not 
until the thousand years should be finished. This is 
the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that 
hath part in the first resurrection: over these the 
second death hath no power; but they shall be 
priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with 
him a thousand years.”’ 


In the first part of this description souls only are 
seen, and of those whose souls are seen it is said they 
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had been ‘‘beheaded for the testimony of Jesus.”’ 
This expression should exclude the thought of any 
being seen who had lived before the first advent of 
Christ, for none ever died for testifying of Christ be- 
fore Christ had lived upon the earth, and the entire 
description excludes from this number all except 
those who had died as the martyrs of Jesus. He 
also saw with them such as had refused to wear the 
mark of the Beast or his image. This description 
excludes all from this number who had lived and 
died before the beginning of the forty-two months 
allotted for the reign of the Beast, hence the second 
class referred to are those who are brought to Christ 
during the great conflict hitherto described. In 
speaking of this second class it is not said that he 
saw their souls, only as of those first mentioned, 
hence we naturally conclude that the apostles who, 
in one sense, are the only recognized witnesses of 
Christ, were seen, but not in bodily form, only their 
souls, and the second class referred to embraces all 
that will be living during that period who are obe- 
dient to Christ and through whom the cause of 
Christ will triumph. 

To those who as witnesses. had been beheaded, 
Christ said, in view of his going back to his Fath- 
er’s house, ‘‘Unto you I give the keys of the king- 
dom.’’ In those words he referred to the conditions 
of citizenship and the commands to be obeyed by 
those who desired to have him reign over them as 
citizens, otherwise expressed in the words, ‘‘Teach- 
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ing them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you’? (Matt. 28:20). Having given 
the above instructions, he left them and ascended to 
his Father. The apostles after his ascension fol- 
lowed his instructions, ‘‘beginning at Jerusalem,”’ 
and Peter on testifying on the first occasion stood up 
with the eleven and said concerning the facts of the 
Gospel which he had uttered, we (the twelve) are 
all witnesses of these things, and for their testimony 
they all died as martyrs, except John, whose punish- 
ment was banishment ‘‘for the word of God and for 
the testimony of Jesus.’’ Since that time the apos- 
tles have been regarded as reigning over all who 
obey the Gospel preached and testified to by them, 
and when they thus reign, Christ reigns over the 
same persons; hence when the Gospel is generally 
obeyed by men on the earth, the martyred apostles 
and Christ are regarded as reigning or controlling all 
who become obedient, hence symbolically it is said 
they lived and reigned with Christ although not per- 
sonally present. 

The second class, referred to as having defied od 
conquered the Beast and false prophet, preaching 
the same Gospel, are represented as reigning, or in 
other words, having control on the earth. ‘This 
great rising up of a long lost cause is called the first 
resurrection, or first rising up of what has been rep- 
resented as dead, the witnesses having been slain by 
the king of the bottomless pit, and lest men should 
conclude that this symbolized the general resurrec- 
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tion, when the pious of former dispensations, includ- 
ing prophets and bards and all good people, would 
reappear in the flesh, the seer says: ‘‘But the rest 
of the dead lived not again until the thousand years 
were finished.”’ 

It is a consolation to know that a correct interpre- 
tation of this symbolism excludes the idea that some 
have of there being two epochs in which the dead 
ate to be raised, as if the above read, ‘‘ And I saw 
the dodzes of all the just who have died from the days 
of Adam down to the second coming of Christ, and 
they lived and reigned with Christ zx the kingdom a 
thousand years.”’ 

Such is not the reading, and in no text of holy 
writ is it intimated that the bodies of the just will 
be raised before the resurrection of the unjust. It is 
said in 1 Thess. 4:16 that the dead in Christ shall 
tise first; i. e., before the living saints are caught up 
to meet the Lord in the air. All that is said in the 
Bible in reference to the general resurrection indi- 
cates clearly that the greatest sinner will see the 
Lord as soon as the purest saint. And that the 
reader may be satisfied upon that point, we give here 
a few texts: P 

Dan. 12:2. ‘‘And many of them that sleep in the 
dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting 
life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.”’ 

Rey. 1:7. ‘* Behold, he cometh with the clouds; 
and every eye shall see him, and they which pierced 
him; and all the tribes of the earth shall mourn over 
him.) Even'so. Amen.” : 


236 ‘ THE EXILED PROPHET 


John 5:28-29. ‘‘ Marvel not at this; for the hour 
cometh in which all that are in the tombs shall hear 
his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that 
have done ill, unto the resurrection of judgment.’’ 

Matt. 25:31-32. ‘* But when the Son of man shall 
come in his glory, and all the angels with him, then 
shall he sit on the throne of his glory; and before 
him shall be gathered all the nations; and he shall 
separate them one from another, as the shepherd 
separateth the sheep from the goats; and he shall set 
the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the 
lefts? 

2 Thess. 1:7-10. ‘* And to you that are afflicted 
test with us, at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from 
heaven with the angels of his power in flaming fire, 
tendering vengeance to them that know not God, 
and to them that obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus; who shall suffer punishment, eve eternal de- 
struction from the face of the Lord and from the © 
glory of his might, when he shall come to be glori- 
fied in his saints, and to be marveled at in all them 
that believed.’’ 


In addition to the above it is evident that Christ 
will not be personally present during tne period that 
his cause triumphs, since the fact may be fully estab- 
lished that he will personally remain in heaven until 
the completion of his reign. Peter in his address to 
the Jews, who expected that his first advent would 
be to set up his kingdom, and be personally present 
during his teign, said, ‘‘And that he may send the 
Christ who hath been appointed for you, eve Jesus; 
whom the heaven must receive until the times of 
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restoration of all things, whereof God spake by the 
mouth of his holy prophets which have been since 
the world began.’’ In substance the Apostle here 
states that all the great events in connection with 
the reign of Christ would transpire while he is 
retained in heaven, hence Paul in addressing the 
Corinthians says: 

‘‘For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all 
be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ 
the firstfruits; then they that are Christ’s at his 
coming. Then cometh the end, when he shall de- 
liver up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when 
he shall have abolished all rule and all authority and 
power. For he must reign, till he hath put all his 
enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall 
be abolished is death. For, He put all things in 
subjection under his feet. But when he saith, All 
things are put in subjection, it is evident that he is 
excepted who did subject all things unto him. And 
when all things have been subjected unto him, then 
shall the Son also himself be subjected to him that 
did subject all things unto him, that God may be all 
tiple (net Cor. 153, 22-28...) 


In this language Paul teaches, first, that Christ’s 
reign will continue until the saints’ last enemy is 
destroyed; that enemy is}death; as the context im- 
plies, and it will be destroyed when the saints are 
resurrected. Hence Christ’s second personal advent 
will be to raise the dead, just and unjust, to judge 
the world, good and bad, and to surrender up the 
kingdom to his Father. In short, he will come to 
close up his reign and not to set up his kingdom, as 
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many have honestly supposed, and according to the 
symbolic description of his peacefnl reign after the 
long war of ages, it will be a grand and glorious one. 

As much has been said and written in reference to 
the grand and glorious age, bright rays of which are 
already seen, we attempt no description here, but 
would add that beyond this there is seen in symbol 
one of darkness, which will be of short duration. 
That pit is opened again; and as in the first instance 
a cloud of darkness arose, so the nations will be de- 
ceived again, and being deceived, they will again 
make war upon the church, here spoken of as the 
Saints of the Beloved City as follows: 


‘‘And when the thousand years are finished, Satan 
shall be loosed out of his prison, and shall come 
forth to deceive the nations which are in the four 
corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them 
together to the war: the number of whom is as the 
sand of the sea. And they went up over the breadth 
of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints 
about, and the beloved city: and fire came down out 
of heaven, and devoured them. And the devil that 
deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where are also the beast and the false 
prophet; and they shall be tormented day and night 
for ever and ever.”’ 


Seemingly to cut short a description of events so 
temote, and hence very obscure to us, it is said that 
‘fire came down from God out of heaven, and de- 
voured them.’’ What will be the nature of that 
warfare, and how God in his providence will come 
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with timely aid to the rescue of his people, we can 
not now tell. 

Beyond this overthrow of the enemies of God and 
his people, John saw the Throne of Judgment, and 
before it more than the souls of his martyred wit- 
nesses. He saw the grave surrendering up z¢s vic- 
tims; he saw the dead coming up from both sEa and 
land; in short, he saw the ‘‘resurrection of the just 
and of the unjust,’’ ‘‘great and small,’’ that all may 
receive a righteous judgment as follows: 


‘‘And I saw a great white throne, and him that 
sat upon it, from whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away; and there was found no place for 
them. And I saw the dead, the great and the small, 
standing before the throne; and the books were 
opened: and another book was opened, which is the 
book of life: and the dead were judged out of the 
things which were written in the books, according 
to their works. And the sea gave upthe dead 
which were in it; and death and Hades gave up the ' 
dead which were in them: and they were judged 
every man according to his works. 


Lastly, there is seen beyond the Judgment scene 
two symbols of destiny. Upon one hand is seen a 
lake of fire and brimstone. Yes, of Aire and Brim- 
stone! What! some one says, Do you mean literal 
fire and brimstone? We answer, just as literal as 
the Beast, the Bottomless Pit, the red Dragon and 
all the symbols described in this book. The sym- 
bols of this Revelation represent literal things, and 
all should endeavor to live in such a way as to enable 
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them to avoid a destiny which is indicated by a 
figure or emblem of such significance. : 

Upon the other hand is seen a more animating 
picture of destiny, as follows: 


Chapter 21. ‘‘ And I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth; for the first heaven and the first earth are 
passed away; and the sea is no more. And I saw 
the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for 
her husband. And I heard a great voice out of the 
throne saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with 
men, and he shall dwell with them, and they shall 
be his peoples, and God himself shall be with them, 
and be their God; and he shall wipe away every 
tear from their eyes; and death shall be no mote; . 
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor 
pain, any more; the first things are passed away. 
And he that sitteth on the throne said, Behold, I 
make all things new.’’ (Illustrations 36 and 37. 


By reading the ninth and tenth verses we learn 
that, as usual, John is being guided by an angel, 
who in some way conveyed him to a high point of 
observation, mentioned as a ‘‘ mountain great and 
high.’? ‘The angel said to him: 

‘‘Come hither, I will show thee the bride, the wife 
of the Lamb. And he carried me away in the Spirit to 
a mountain great and high, and showed me the holy 
city Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, having the glory of God.”’ 

From the above some have concluded that the new 
Jerusalem as John saw it is just a symbol of the 
church in some period of its existence, and not in- 
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tended to represent a place of happiness, where the 
people of God will in the future state rest in peace 
with God when former things have passed away, etc. 

To ascertain whether the city as described repre- 
sented the church as a spiritual house, elsewhere 
described in the New Testament as such; or, upon 
the other hand, represented the saints’ final home in 
grand imagery, we must note carefully what John 
saw, and by being observing we discover that he saw 
in general two things, viz: (1) a city described in 
detail; (2) inmates described in detail. Then the 
question is, which represented the church as the 
bride? the city, or those who dwell in it as occu- 
pants? and with the question thus presented, all will 
say the inmates; hence the angel verified his promise 
by allowing the Exile to see the happy occupants of 
the city, and allowed him to also see them in their 
highly favored condition as the inhabitants of a 
grand habitation. John is told who will not be ad- 
mitted, and who or what class or character of per- 
sons will be admitted as occupants with God and the 
Lamb. ‘They are seen as housed, sheltered or pro- 
tected from all harm; hence they represent the 
church as the great family of God finally resting at 
home, life’s journey being ended. 

That John might see it, he occupies an elevated 
position, and as he stood upon the enchanted sum- 
mit the city descended as from heaven before him. 

We arte not to conclude because the city came down 


from heaven that the saints’ final home will be upon 
16 
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the earth, as it simply descended in a vision many 
centuries ago, that John might see it and describe it 
as among ‘‘the things that he saw’’ in prophetic 
vision, as symbol of a happy home, where God will 
dwell with his people, in that period ‘‘ when all 
things are made new, and the former things have 
passed away.’’ He says of the city, it was ‘‘adorned 
as a bride for her husband;”’ i. e., it appeared in all 
its splendor of adornment, and as it came into full 
view, seen from the mountain top, ‘‘it lieth four- 
square,’’ and its height was equal to its length and 
breadth. Hence he saw it not asacity consisting of 
a great number of houses, but as a grand Oriental 
palace, with its square court as ‘‘the street of it;” 
hence as the house not made with hands eternal in 
the heavens (2 Cor. 5:12), or as the Father’s house 
of many mansions, or apartments (John 14:12). 
It appeared to John as an open cube, just the shape 
of the Holy of Holies in the tabernacle in the wil- 
derness and in the temple at Jerusalem, in both of 
which I have always seen the type of heaven, 
whither Christ has gone beyond the veil as our fore- 
runner (Heb. 6:18). 

As he looks far over the grand habitation he sees 
‘around about it a wall great and high,’’ with three 
gates on each of the four sides, and an angel stand- 
ing on guard at every gate. In this is guaranteed 
perfect safety from every enemy and from all harm. 
That it will stand forever is indicated by its having 
twelve foundations, and by its immensity it is 
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plainly indicated that provision is made for a great 
family that cannot be counted, in number like the 
sand of the seashore, or countless as the stars of 
heaven. Such details of description forbid the con- 
clusion that the Prophet saw and described in words 
what would ever be in reality. What John saw will 
never be seen by us, but grander things will no 
doubt be realized by the children of God in the great 
hereafter. ‘The city as the seer saw it measured 
12,000 furlongs, or 1,500 miles. Possibly this was 
the distance around it, in which case its length, 
breadth and height were each 375 miles. With such 
a description, how like a morning vapor before the 
tising sun does the materialistic idea of a literal city 
to be built on the site of old Jerusalem pass away, 
for if John is describing a literal city in literal 
terms, stich a city would not find a place to stand in 
all Palestine, and the new Jerusalem that Joseph 
Smith promised (by claimed inspiration), to be built 
by the converted American Indians within the limits 
of Jackson County, Mo., would never fill the bill. 
_ God uses in this book strong imagery to help us 

tise in faith and imagination as nearly as possible to 
what ‘‘eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, and that 
- hath not entered into the heart of man the things — 
which God hath prepared for them that love him.”’ 
CEC6F 29.) 

‘The description, how vast, how rich! Its walls not 
only great and high, but composed of all manner of 
precious stones, its gates each a single pearl, its 
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street a pavement of pure gold, and it being else- 
where described as the ‘‘ Paradise of God,”’’ it pre- 
sents in scenery the variety of an ornamented garden. 
A river of clear crystal water courses its way | 
through it, having upon either side the beautiful 
Tree of Life, which is ever verdant, ever in bloom, 
and ever richly laden with the ambrosial fruits of 
Paradise. Bright rays of glory from the face of Him 
in whose light and with whom there is no darkness ' 
at all, are ever glittering upon that golden pavement 
and reflected from the clear, silvery waters of that 
shining river; and imagine the beauty of those celes- 
tial trees, as green foliage, beautiful flowers of the 
richest hue and golden fruit together reflect the glit- 
tering and effulgent rays of the Sun of Righteous- 
ness, whose very presence obscures the brightest rays 
of the Oriental sun, so that sun and moon are lost 
mid the dazzling splendors of the Land Celestial! 
And then to be assured that pains are never felt by 
those who dwell in that happy clime—that the tear 
of sorrow never dims the eye—that funeral knells are 
never heard announcing the victory of the King of . 
Terrors—and that sin, the source of every woe, can 
never enter. ‘The saints of all ages are there—patri- 
atrchs, prophets and bards of former dispensations— 
the Apostles of the Lamb, and all the sacramental 
host, together with the faithful of all ages and coun- 
tries; and the bright-robed angels are there; Christ is 
is there; God the Father with his loving smiles is 
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there; and we all hope, by trusting in his grace and 
doing his commandments to be there; and in view of 
the grandeur of the scene and the brightness of pros- 
pect, 
; “The soul anticipates the day, 
Would stretch her wings and soar away 
To aid the song, the palm to bear, 
And praise the great Redeemer there.”’ 
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